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FLY DC JETS SIGN TO BECOME
LOCAL LANDMARK
By Louise Ivers
The Cultural Heritage Commission
approved the nomination of the Fly DC
Jets sign atop the former Douglas Aircraft
building at 3860 North Lakewood Boulevard
on August 8. This structure, which was
originally a hangar used for DC-8 production,
was planned in 1956 and was dedicated
in 1957. The exact date of the sign remains

unknown, but it was probably put in place
around the same time as the completion
of the building. The CHC forwarded the
nomination to the City Council, which will
soon vote on the matter.
Douglas Aircraft (later McDonnellDouglas and more recently Boeing)
opened its first plant in Long Beach in 1941
to manufacture DC-3 transport planes and
B-17 bombers for use in World War II.

Thousands of defense workers came to the
city during the war and continued to make
their homes here afterwards. Douglas was
one of the major employers in Long Beach
for many years, until recently, when the last
aircraft rolled off the production line in 2015.
Sares Regis Group of Irvine purchased the old
hangar, which was vacated in 2006, and
leased it to Mercedes-Benz. The owner
continues to maintain the iconic sign.
The mid-century Fly DC Jets sign is
constructed of metal scaffolding with
attached neon tubing. It displays a motif similar to an early Douglas Aircraft logo,
which had a globe, an airplane circling the
world with a curving jet stream, and three
other planes flying off to the right into space.
The DC Jets sign has a circle, a rocket with a
curving flight pattern headed upward, and
a bomber flying to the right. Three patriotic colors, red, white, and blue, can be
seen when the neon sign is lit at night. The
Sares Regis Group is to be commended
for saving and carefully maintaining this
mid-century sign, which represents an important period in Long Beach history.

HOT CHA CAFÉ RENOVATED AND READY FOR LEASING

Hot Cha Café in 2014 Before Renovations

By Louise Ivers

In 1932 a hexagonal structure was
added to an old house owned by E. C.
Steuber, built around 1906-1907, at 957
East 4th Street. It was called the Coffee
Pot restaurant and had a sheet metal
percolator with a stained glass knob atop
it. This type of architecture was known as
Programmatic, or Theme construction,
because it advertised the product sold
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inside it. By 1934,
the Coffee Pot was
renamed the Hot
Cha Café and it
retained this title
until 1982, although
it morphed into a
beer joint around
1970. In addition
to the knob on top
of the large percolator, the building originally had
a row of horizontal
windows
framed
with multi-colored
s ta i n e d
glass
circular motifs in
between two roof
levels...
Continued on page 6
Hot Cha Café in 2016 After Renovations
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WHAT’S UP AT
THE BEMBRIDGE
HOUSE

By Chris Hogan

Chris Hogan, Linda Dragga and Sam Dragga

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
By Chris Hogan
This year Long Beach Heritage was
lucky enough to have more than one individual to honor as Volunteer of the Year.
In fact, Linda & Sam Dragga are the first
couple who have received the award.
Sam and Linda moved to Long Beach just
over three years ago. In that short time,
they have dramatically changed and
totally improved the entire Long Beach
Heritage Walking Tour experience.
Working as a team, they first became
docents for the Historic Downtown Walking tour. At that time, there was only one
docent who led those tours (and now she
could get a break). To improve the tour
for the participants (and to help themselves become better docents), Linda
and Sam decided to update the Downtown tour route and script, which hadn’t
been redone in a long time. With that
task accomplished, the Draggas moved
on to the East Village area. They then
began to research, collect information,
and walk the many blocks of the neighborhood. Not too much later, Linda and
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Sam created the new Historic East Village Walking Tour. With the input of
the other docents, the Draggas designed some new publicity materials for
the LBH Walking Tours and we printed
Walking Tour bookmarks. Not resting
on their laurels, Sam and Linda started
again on researching the area north
of the original downtown tour and doing lots of walking last year. Now, because of their efforts, LBH offers the
Historic North Pine Walking Tour. This
year, Linda also helped write the scripts
for the Awards Benefit and the Great
Homes Tour. Both of them continue to
be well-informed and always-interesting
docents for all three of these walking
tours.
Thanks to the Draggas, the word is
definitely out - the Heritage Walking Tours
have become more and more popular.
In fact, Sam and Linda have even been
filmed by a local program (Long Beach
Shorts on youtube) while they were leading one of their tours. Long Beach Heritage is so much richer because of them.
Let’s hear it for Linda and Sam Dragga,
Volunteers of the Year!

Perhaps because of all the heat, the Bembridge House has seemed relatively quiet this
summer. I guess that’s a good thing! Having a
brief respite before the end of the year, which
will be an extremely busy time for the House, is
truly a good thing.
The one big social event of the
season was a bridal shower, which had
a tea party theme and the Bembridge
House was the perfect setting. Pepper
Tree Court looked very festive with all the
colorful decorations. The very long table, which was set diagonally across the
courtyard, was overflowing with teapots,
cups and saucers, finger sandwiches,
cakes, sweets, and even miniature birdcages. The successful shower included the
usual party games and a tour of the house.
In conjunction with Councilwoman
Lena Gonzalez’s District 1 Proprietary
Budget Planning meeting held at Drake
Park, the Bembridge Homesite offered
an open house for the neighborhood residents. The House was also once again
the site of the Willmore City Heritage
Association annual barbecue and auction.
The usual tours (Tuesday afternoons and
the four th Saturday af ternoons) and
gardening sessions (Thursday mornings), a s we l l a s s p e c i a l l u n c h e o n s ,
a re c o n t in u in g , to o .
If you have any new ideas for creative
or different uses for the Bembridge House and
Gardens, please let me know.

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE ART COLLECTION
Members who missed the July Annual Meeting still have the opportunity to visit the
Assistance League of Long Beach Philanthropic Center, 6220 East Spring Street,
to view their spectacular Howard Collection of Asian Art, a local treasure.
The Center is open most weekdays for no charge and ample parking is available.
Their phone number is (562) 627-5650.

By Chris Hogan
Some ten years ago, Carol Smith
came to the Bembridge House and, obviously,
liked what she saw. She spoke with Elisa
Trujillo, one of the original House garden
designers, and said, “I’m only a backyard gardener, but I’d love to help here.”
Well, not only has Carol “helped” since
that time, but she has become a creative
force in implementation and design for
the Bembridge House Gardens. She is
certainly one of the hardest-working
gardeners, too. In honor of her decade
of service, Carol was recently given the
Bembridge House Volunteer of the Year
Award.
You can see Carol’s magical touch in
almost every part of the gardens. When
the California drought initially took hold,
Carol began to create the first succulent

garden for the House. She designed it to
look like a patchwork quilt, matching the
quilts in the House collections upstairs.
She then made another succulent pocket
garden in an area next to the driveway,
which has no irrigation. And, although
succulents are supposed to need little
maintenance, she is constantly tweaking
those areas to make them more attractive and squirrel-proof! Carol has also
worked on the shade garden and helped
design the new tropical shade garden.
She had a hand in the back gardens of
Pepper Tree Court and now she is part of
the volunteer team to redo the gardens
in the front of the House. Carol even
updated the bird displays in the aviary,
bringing real nests from her house for the
children on the school tours to enjoy.
If you have been to the Victorian
Christmas Garden Boutique these last few
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BEMBRIDGE HOUSE
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Carol Smith and Chris Hogan

years, you have definitely seen Carol’s
creativity and handiwork. She has spent hours
making all the beautiful fairy houses
and special succulent-garden pots.
She has likewise worked tirelessly to prepare unique centerpieces for many of
the House’s par ties and luncheons. This
“backyard gardener” has positively blossomed
into a gardener par excellence. Carol Smith
truly deser ves the Bembridge House
Volunteer of the Year Award.
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Victorian Christmas at The Bembridge House

SAVE THE DATES Two Victorian Christmas Tours at the Bembridge House
December 4 from 11:00 to 3:00 p.m. and an added New Time at Night (adults only) on December 9 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Return again to the enchantment of the Bembridge House’s Victorian Christmas! Enjoy learning about the holiday traditions of yore
and marvel at the beauty of the decorations. See the creativity of the volunteer decorators from Long Beach Historic Neighborhoods, Community Groups, and Heritage itself with this year’s theme of “A California Winter Wonderland.” You won’t want to miss
the goodies at the Garden Boutique either.
The traditional family-oriented, daytime event will be held on the first Sunday of December. It will include crafts for children in
the Carriage House, a visit from Santa, and refreshments. The South Coast Chorale will sing carols for everyone to enjoy.
The first-ever nighttime adults-only Victorian Christmas Tour on December 9 will showcase the Bembridge House’s yuletide spirit.
You will be dazzled by the sparkle of all the twinkling lights, the glow of candles flickering, and the shine of the chandeliers.
Bring friends so you can celebrate the season together with a cup of holiday wassail at the end of your tour.
Space is limited, so reservations are required. Victorian Christmas is open to all members and guests. Reservations for
either Victorian Christmas Tour at the Bembridge House are $10 and may be ordered through PayPal at:
www.lbheritage.org. Hope to see you on December 4 or on December 9!
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WILSON ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS
PRESENT SURVEY AT MOLAA

Tami and Ryan Dowgiewicz at MOLAA

By Tami Dowgiewicz
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On June 10, Wilson High School Architecture Club students presented their
parks survey to the public at the Museum
of Latin American Art. The survey was a
collaborative effort involving Wilson High
School, Long Beach city staff, and Long
Beach Heritage. Led by Wilson Architecture Club President Ryan Dowgiewicz, the
survey provided a photographic record of
the buildings in 38 Long Beach parks. It
documented information about the structures, including significant architectural
details and noteworthy elements. The
survey presentation was part of a larger
architecture exhibit titled “Regeneration”

held in the Port
to Learning Gallery
at MOL AA which
contained functional objects designed and built
by
architecture
students
from
Wilson High School.
F o llowin g
the
re c e p t i o n a n d
“ R e g e n e ra t i o n ”
exhibit, architecture club members
presented a s l i d e s h ow o f b u i l d i n g s
encompassing many different styles and
periods of design. One notable architect
who was recognized was Gordon Powers,
designer of the Whaley Park Community
Center in 1958. His firm specialized in
modern architecture. Students not only
documented mid-century buildings within
our parks, but also recorded Spanish-style
iron work located on structures in Bixby
Park, Houghton Park and Colorado Lagoon.
They chronicled striking architectural cement
forms in Recreation Park and Silverado
Park. This year-long project produced a
document that can be utilized by Long
Beach city staff to help preserve, protect
and recreate elements of our extraordinary
park structures.

Restored Kress Building

CULTURAL
HERITAGE
COMMISSION
RETREAT
By Louise Ivers
On July 23 the C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e
Commission members participated in an
interesting and informative retreat held
by the Long Beach Department of Planning and Building. Dr. Margarita Jerabek
of ESA/PCR, a company that specializes
in historic building surveys, presented a
program titled “Historic Preservation and
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.”
We learned about determining the significance of a historic structure by identifying its character defining features and
assessing its integrity. Another topic was the
distinction between old and new buildings
constructed in proximity to each other
in historic areas. For example, “literal
replication” involves totally reconstructing a building that was demolished by
using original plans and elevations, as
well as historic photographs. This type of
reconstruction can be seen in Colonial
Williamsburg in Virginia, where some historic buildings have been saved, others
moved into the area, and still others built
from scratch as replicas of the original
ones. In historic districts, the most common type of infill is “abstract reference,”
where a modern building is constructed
that has the same materials, height, and
massing as the ones surrounding it. We
also discussed some of the recent projects that we have approved in Long
Beach.
The CHC members received numerous
handouts that will help us in our future
decisions. In addition, we talked about
the goals of historic preservation in our
city, such as integrating historic preservation
policies into community and economic
development. Hopefully, developers will see
the importance of saving historic structures
for future generations because such projects
will attract further investment in the city.
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By Louise Ivers

Continued from page 1

Larger windows below the bottom roof had
colored glass set into hexagonal mullions in a
repeated pattern. The two roofs were clad with
composition shingles with geometric motifs and
tapestry brick piers were placed in between the
lower windows and doorway. The Hot Cha
became a Long Beach historic landmark
in 1991 because of its unique character
and the fact that it was one of the last
Programmatic buildings in the city.
Long Beach Development LLC purchased
the Hot Cha in 2014 from a former owner who
had allowed it to badly deteriorate. This company hired We Are the Next and Citron Design

Group to research its fabric and create a plan for
refurbishing the little building. They discovered
that it was added onto the front of an old
cottage that had a shingled gable, which
was apparently still visible inside the coffee
shop until a lower ceiling was constructed
years later. A large round wooden column
that supported the roof remains in the interior
and has been refinished. The outside of the old
house was clad with narrow vertical boards,
some of which have been replaced to give a
uniform appearance. All of the stained glass
windows and the percolator knob were removed by a previous owner and Long Beach
Development has replicated the knob, as well
as introduced new round mullions with clear
glass in the horizontal windows below the bottom
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HOT CHA CAFÉ RENOVATED
AND READY FOR LEASING
Shingled Gable From Original House
Underneath the Roof of Hot Cha Café

roof. The roof shingles have also been replicated.
The brick piers have been painted in a terra cotta
color and the wooden walls a salmon pink tone.
In the process of the inspection of the fabric of
the Hot Cha, We Are the Next found that the walls
were stuffed with newspapers from 1932, used as
insulation, and these were not disturbed. Now, the
renovated Hot Cha is ready for a new tenant who
will appreciate its unique architecture. It is once
more an eye-catching landmark on 4th Street.

North Pine Ave Walking Tour
The debut of the North Pine Walking tour this past February
was well-attended. Consider signing up for the next one on
Saturday, November 5 at 9:30am. This quarterly two-hour
tour celebrates successful restoration projects, the charm of
some of our earliest extant commercial structures, and such
on-going adaptive-reuse projects such as the Long Beach
Professional Building and Vault 350. Please note that the
path of this tour has changed in order to increase
awareness of our meeting place. It will begin in front of
345 Pine Avenue (Gold’s Gym) at 9:30am, travel north to 8th
Street and circle back to end at the old Press-Telegram building at 6th and Pine. The City Place Parking Garage
with entrances from 4th and 6th Streets is conveniently situated nearby. Please visit www.lbheritage.org for details
and to purchase tickets. A donation of $10 per person is requested. In the event of rain, the tour will be cancelled;
please call 562-493-7019 to make new arrangements if we are rained out.
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Membership Report :
September 2016
Preservationist members and above
BENEFACTOR
The Ackerman Family

SUSTAINER
Melinda Roney &
Walter Wojak

ASSOCIATE
Bob & Nancy Latimer
Kevin & Ana Maria
McGuan

PATRON
Lynn Brandt
Marsha Jeffer
Geraldine Knatz
Mary Lou Martin &
Chris Byrne
Millworks

CONTRIBUTOR
Tim & Linda Babiak
Sally Boyne
Betty Chaney
Joyce & Robert Crawford
Liz Handley
Marjorie Hatter
Rick & Brad Hobbs-Seeley
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers &
Allen Guerrero
Marisol Jablonski
Maureen Neeley &
Dan Roberts
Cheryl & Mark Perry
Katie Rispoli
David Shlemmer
Jean B Smith

PRESERVATIONIST
Sarah & Craig Arnold
Barbara Barnes
Helen Baugh
Jill Anne Black
Barbara Blackwell
Axel & Kathie Blickle
Barry & Kathy Blodget
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
David Breiholz
Kaye Briegel
Bobbi Burket
Sherry Cragg
Vicki &
James Cunningham
Nanette Dahlen-wan
Sharon & Robert Denham
Tami & Kevin Dowgiewicz
Judy Edson
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Kristi Fischer &
Joe Vanderhorst
Michele & Roger Fricke
Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
Kathryn Gregory &
Richard Roth
Steffie Hands
Larry Harma &
Sharon Reece
Wendy Harn &
Sasha Witte
Charmel Huffman
Cooper Hundermark
Jeffrey Jeannette
Harvey Keller
Laura Killingsworth
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Ruthann Lehrer
Cecile Lindsay
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Bonnie Lowenthal &
Evan Braude

Tom & Elaine Marks
Janeice McConnell
Richard Mosely
Mikle Norton
Meg O’Toole
Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin
Richard Powers
Tim & Maria Price
Marshall Pumphrey &
Roxanne Fitzgerald
Patricia Randolph
Catherine Raneri
Tim Robeda
Gary Roderick
Chrisry & Gary Roeber
Mary Rohrer
Betty & Gary Rousselo
Joan & Brian Sasaki
Lesley Scheller
Janice & Bary Schlieder
Paul & Judy Schmidt
Neil Schneider &
Dwight Cook
Kurt Schneiter
Norbert Schurer &
Susan Carlile
Iris & Dick Schutz
Pamela Seager
Renee Simon
Matthew Sloan
Marjorie Starling
Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
Eric Stovner
Nina Taweepong
Regina Taylor
Marlene Temple
Stella Ungar
Patricia Walker
Joan Wells
Sharon Westafer
Morgan & Linda Wheeler

MID-CENTURY
MODERN HOME
TOUR TO BE HELD
BY CALIFORNIA
STATE UNIVERSITY
LONG BEACH
On October 15 CSULB will
have a Mid-Century Modern
Home Tour featuring
residences by Davies,
Killingsworth, May,
Montierth, Neutra,
and Soriano.
The tour will cost $75 and will
raise money for an exhibit,
“Frank Bros.: The Store
That Modernized Modern,”
which will be held at the
University Art Museum on
January, 2017.
It will begin at 11:00 a.m.
and end at 5:00 p.m.
Tickets, which cost $125,
will also be sold for the
“Rat Pack VIP Party”
at 5:00 p.m. in a house
designed by Killingsworth
in Park Estates.
In addition, Charles Phoenix,
Americana entertainer, will
perform at the Carpenter
Center at 8:00 p.m.
Packages for all three events
are available. Contact:
lbmodernhometour.com
for more information.
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Calendar
LBH Board

September 26th

CSULB Home Tour

October 15th

LBH Executive Committee
LBH Board
Victorian Christmas

LBH Membership
October 24th

November 28th
December 4th & 9th

Board Holiday Party
Awards Benefit

TBA
February 23, 2017

Great Homes Tour

Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting public
knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, neighborhoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st each year.
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

June 4, 2017

Walking Tours
Downtown on the third Saturday at 9:30 a.m.

City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________

East Village on the second Saturday at 9:30 a.m.

Telephone _______________________________________________________________________________

Willmore City on the fourth Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
North Pine - November 5th at 9:30 a.m.
Bembridge Tours
Every Tuesday & the fourth Saturday at 1:30
& 2:30 p.m.

Long Beach Heritage
Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers

Layout: Kellie Sherrill - Knightling.com

 Call me with information on how I can
participate in LBH as a volunteer
 Heritage Student/Senior $45

Make your check payable to:

 Heritage Friend $60

Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Household $75
 Heritage Preservationist $100

P.O. Box 92521

 Heritage Contributor $250

Long Beach, CA 90809

 Heritage Patron $500

Telephone/Fax (562) 493-7019

P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809

 Heritage Associate $750

Telephone: (562) 493-7019

 Heritage Sustainer $1,000

Email: preservation@lbheritage.org

 Heritage Benefactor $2,000

Website: www.lbheritage.org

 New member ______________________
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Email: preservation@lbheritage.org
Website: www.lbheritage.org

