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Long Beach Civic Center Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report
Los Angeles County
Courthouse by
architects Francis Heusel
and Kenneth Wing.

Civic Center project follows the guidance
of the Downtown Plan which was adopted
in January, 2012; however, the Initial Study
of the proposed project identifies potentially
significant impacts on certain environmental
factors, in particular, cultural resources. In
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addition to the construction of the new civic
center buildings, the project would include
the demolition of the former Long Beach
Courthouse building which was studied in
a Draft EIR in 2014. The first Draft EIR also
noted significant impacts on the cultural

The City of Long Beach will be prepar-

Project to address certain potential impacts

resources. It is estimated that the Draft SEIR

ing a Draft Supplemental Environmental

associated with the demolition and new

will be available for review in late July or

Impact Report (SEIR) for the Civic Center

construction. The design of the proposed

early August.

PORTFOLIOTOUR

2015

Jeff Jeannette

Don Gibbs, FAIA

Concept

Event Partner,
Long Beach Trolley

Jon Glasgow, AIA

Aug 19 — Featuring the work of Jeff

Tickets

Hop aboard the Trolley for a tour narrated by

Jeannette of Jeannette Architects

John Thomas and learn about the work of

Sept 23 — Featuring the work of Jon

check to the Long Beach Heritage office

three of Long Beach’s most influential archi-

Glasgow, AIA, of Interstices

(P. O. Box 92521, Long Beach 90809) Tours

tects. Appetizers and/or drinks will be served

Time

will be limited to 30 people

Cost

www.lbheritage.org

at each stop. Each evening will focus on one
architect. Join us for one tour or all three!

Dates
July 15 — Featuring the work of Don Gibbs,
FAIA

5 p.m. – 9 p.m. (or later)
LBH and AIA|LB/SB member: $60 per
person, per event, or $150 for all three
(a $30 discount). Non-member: add $10

Available on LBH website or by mailing a

More information

Summer Splendor at Festival on the Green
at Santa Anita Race Track — July 25

Join Long Beach Heritage for a summer eve-

artist’s powerful love for his muse and how

ning filled with music at the historic Santa

it moves from tenderness to obsession to

Anita Race Track in Arcadia. Relax, rejoice

tragedy. The program includes Tracy Miller

and revel in the extraordinary sounds of mu-

Schell and Darren Ritchie, two of Broad-

sic performed by the acclaimed California

way’s most acclaimed singers, as they bring

Philharmonic Orchestra that will fill the air.

the drama of Les Misérables to life through

The July 25 concert, Phantom in Paris, will be

song. Also on the bill are highlights from

celebrated at this lovely outdoor venue, the
infield at Santa Anita Park. On several Satur-

Phantom Of The Opera and Fauré’s Requi-

em. To make things even more spectacular,

days when the park is not being used as a

the Cal Phil Chorale will lend their amaz-

race track, it is transformed into a gorgeous

ing voices to help the music soar. As in the

concert location.

past, director Victor Venor will explain each

Join Cal Phil on a musical journey to the

world’s most passionate country with Berlioz’
Symphonie Fantastique, which illustrates an

piece and add a bit of humor to provide a
personal touch to the music.
You will be surrounded by the lush

infield of Santa Anita Race Track against a
breathtaking unobstructed view of the San
Gabriel Mountains as you are transported to
a unique place and time where music and
memories come alive. The second-to-none
atmosphere will enhance your experience
as you enjoy the best in live music and feast
on a delicious dinner all while sitting at a
comfortable table under the bright stars.
Tickets for this special event are $85 per
person ($80 for members of Long Beach
Heritage) and are limited, so don’t wait. The
ticket price includes the concert, dinner
(choice of four options), and bus transportation to and from Santa Anita (leaving
Long Beach at 4:30pm). Our seats will be
at comfortable tables of 10. Tickets may be
purchased through our website at LBHeritage.org or you can mail a check made
payable to Long Beach Heritage, P. O. Box
92521, Long Beach, CA 90809. Please be
sure to include your email address so that
we can follow up with you.

Heritage Attends Green Prize Festival
By Steffie Hands

The Long Beach Heritage
booth where LBH board

Long Beach Heritage had a booth at the

members Jacqueline

Second Annual Green Prize Festival at Cesar

Case, Steffie Hands and

Chavez Park on Saturday April 25. This festival

Cheryl Perry handed out

showcased such sustainable, green, and

lots of information about

preservation practices as renewable energy,

Long Beach Heritage.

recycling and urban farming. Thousands of
visitors came to the festival, which also
included a music stage, food trucks, and a
beer garden. There were free activities, such
as art for the children, free plant give-aways,
demonstrations and interactive booths.
Visitors of all ages and demographPHOTO BY STEFFIE HANDS

ics attended and hundreds visited our
booth where LBH board members Jacqueline Case, Steffie Hands and Cheryl Perry
handed out lots of information on Long
Beach Heritage, our walking tours and the
Bembridge House. We were thrilled at how
excited people were to learn about our
organization. Preservation and adaptive reuse certainly embody the “green” concept.
The Green Prize Festival strives to recognize and highlight the efforts of Long Beach
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leaders in sustainable green practices and

We would like to encourage our mem-

this year Willmore City Heritage Associa-

bers to attend this wonderful event next

tion was selected as the 2015 winner in the

year, which also celebrates Earth Day. It was

“Neighborhood Association” category for

brought to us by Green Education, Inc. in

their work with the community garden at

collaboration with Leadership Long Beach

Cesar Chavez Park.

and Green Long Beach.

Saving Long Beach’s Art Deco and
Streamline Moderne Heritage
The Art Theater facade (left)
on Fourth Street. Streamline
Moderne apartment house
(below) on First Street. The Art
Deco Bradley Building at Pine
Avenue and Broadway (below
left), and the Arts Buildings on

PHOTOS BY CHRIS LAUNI

Broadway (below).

By Cheryl Perry
During the 1920s building was booming in
Long Beach due to the
discovery of oil and a
rapidly growing population. Some architects
were influenced by
the 1925 Exposition
Internationale des Arts
Decoratifs et Industriels
Modernes in Paris, which
introduced a new style
called Modernistic at
the time, now referred
to as Art Deco. The first
Modernistic building
in Long Beach was Schilling & Schilling’s

rounded edges and horizontal bands was

Hancock Motors on Anaheim Street in 1928,

introduced. Almost all of the schools in the

which had a flowing fountain, sunflowers,

city were replaced by either Art Deco or

Moderne buildings are amazing and often

and leafy motifs above the entrance. It was

Streamline Moderne structures after the dev-

we don’t even notice them as we speed

followed by numerous commercial struc-

astating earthquake. Jefferson Junior High

past in our automobiles. There are evidenc-

School on Euclid Avenue, built in 1933–1936

es of these styles all over Long Beach. If you

by Warren Dedrick, had Art Deco relief

have been on one of Long Beach Heritage’s

panels with flowing fountains placed along

Downtown or East Village Walking Tours, you

the façade. Franklin Junior High School of

have seen Art Deco details on Schilling &

1933–37 by George D. Riddle on Cerritos Av-

Schilling’s Lafayette Hotel on Linden Avenue

enue had panels with zigzags and abstract-

and Krempel & Erkes’s Bradley Building at

ed figures. Roosevelt Elementary School

the corner of Pine Avenue and Broadway.

(demolished recently), designed by George

Taking one of our walking tours will give you

Kahrs and built in 1933–1935, had a curved

a new appreciation for the Modernistic

tures designed by the Schillings, W. Horace
Austin, Piper & Kahrs, and Dedrick & Bobbe.
In 1933–34 Cecil Schilling and engineer C.
D. Walles remodeled the City Hall in an Art
Deco mode with fluted columns and stylized
relief sculpture.
After the 1933 earthquake, numerous
Long Beach buildings were rehabilitated
with Art Deco facades. By the mid-thirties
the new Streamline Moderne style with its

canopy, fluted piers, and horizontal bands

below the windows in a Streamlined style.
The details on Art Deco and Streamline

Continued on page 7
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Mural Restoration Will Be Subject of
Long Beach Heritage Meeting
Members of Long Beach
Heritage are invited to
attend the free Annual
Meeting on July 19 at
the historic Villa Riviera.
The striking silhouette of
the Villa Riviera, with its
Gothic Revival tower, can
be seen on Ocean Boulevard and from a distance
along the shore line.

Members of Long Beach Heritage and their

King of Los Angeles and completed in 1929.

speak about the mural and other notable

guests are invited to attend our free Annual

It was the tallest building in Long Beach

restorations at the building. Attendees will be

Meeting at 2 p.m. on Sunday, July 19 at the

when it was constructed and has numer-

able to tour several residences at the Villa.

historic Villa Riviera, located at 800 East Ocean

ous art stone details. Candelario Rivas, an

Boulevard. RSVP to Long Beach Heritage at

artist from Mexico, painted a mural in the

beach lot just behind the Villa Riviera. The

(562) 628-9441 by July 10. Seating is limited.

ballroom of the Villa, which was unfortu-

east entry gate to the Villa is accessible, but

nately obscured by white paint at a later

there is a small hill nearby. There are also

with its Gothic Revival tower, can be seen

date. However, it was recently uncovered by

beach stairs on the west side of the build-

on Ocean Boulevard and from a distance

Roger Vaserberg, a local commercial artist,

ing which access the front door on Ocean

along the shore line. This wonderful building

who also painted a companion piece to

Boulevard. Drivers can let off passengers

has been undergoing restoration for a num-

the original mural by Rivas. Kevin McGuan,

from the circular driveway at the Ocean

ber of years. It was designed by Richard D.

past president of the Villa Riviera Board, will

Boulevard entrance before parking.

The striking silhouette of the Villa Riviera,
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Metered parking is available in the

New Willmore City Walking Tour
By Sherron Leno

The Leno residence (left)
built in 1905 on Daisy

Currently, Long Beach Heritage offers two

Avenue in the Willmore

monthly walking tours in the Downtown and

District. This small house

the East Village areas. These tours highlight

is typical of the modest

historic commercial and multi-family residen-

homes built for the working

tial buildings. In addition, Bembridge House

class in the area.

tours showcase one special “single family” home. Participants in these tours often
express interest in the Bembridge neighborPHOTO BY CHRIS HOGAN

hood, which is the Drake Park/Willmore
Historic District. It has been many years since
there have been LBH tours of this first settlement of Long Beach and a new monthly
tour will re-introduce this neighborhood.
I purchased a 1905 Victorian cottage
in the year 2000 on Daisy Avenue in the
Willmore District. This small house is typical of
the modest homes built for the working class
in the area. Today the neighborhood still
contains a cross-section of early twentieth
century homes, whose styles include Victorian, Edwardian, Craftsman, Spanish Revival,
Colonial Revival, and Prairie.
The new Willmore City docent-led walking tour will start and end at the Bembridge

House. A carefully chosen route will contrast

participants to recognize the various styles in

two examples of the Victorian style – the

other parts of Long Beach.

large, upscale Bembridge house and the

The Willmore City Historic District walking

small “workman’s” cottage. The interiors of

tour will be offered every fourth Saturday of

these two homes will be open to the tour

the month, starting at 9:30 AM at the Bem-

group. Along the way, the design elements

bridge House at 953 Park Circle. The cost is

that define the various architectural styles

$15 per person, but it is free to LB Heritage

will be pointed out. The purpose of this tour

members. Sign up at the website (www.

is to revive interest in the historic Willmore
area. It is also hoped that the educational

lbheritage.org) to make a reservation. Please

material provided will make it possible for

allow about three hours for the tour.

Volunteer
Spotlight

Francine McDermott (left)
has been a tour docent
at the Bembridge House
since September 2013.

cent is trying to absorb the atmosphere of
PHOTO BY CHRIS HOGAN

By Chris Hogan
Francine McDermott has been a tour
docent at the Bembridge House since
September 2013. Interestingly, she recently
moved into a duplex only one block away

the Bembridge House. “And it’s such a nice
atmosphere,” she says. She truly enjoys the
opportunity to meet many new people and,
at the same time, run into old friends. “I’m
really glad I’m doing this,” she adds enthu-

from where she lived in her original Long

ground in theater and dance (she continues

Beach apartment 35 years ago! Today she

to perform in four shows a year locally),

works as a para-educator for high school

she’s a perfect fit for the role of tour docent.

us such a fun and hard-working docent as

special needs students. But with her back-

Francine’s favorite part of being a tour do-

Francine.

siastically. The Bembridge House is grateful
for that “happy accident” which brought

Doug & Rochelle

RE/MAX Real Estate
SpecialiStS

562-627-1001
Realtors with a passion for architecture.

SoCalModern.com
RanchoStyle.com
CalBungalow.com
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Membership Report —
 June 2015
Preservationist members and above
Benefactor
The Ackerman Family
RMS Queen Mary
Sustainer
Kevin & Ana Maria McGuan
Melinda Roney & Walter Wojak
Associate
Bob & Nancy Latimer
Patron
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Kathleen Bursley
Rick & Bradley Hobbs-Seeley
Marsha Jeffer
Geraldine Knatz
Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
Contributor
Lynn Brandt
Betty Chaney
Dawna & Gary DeLong
Liz Handley
James Hayes & Cathy Keig
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers & Allen Guerrero
Betty Mitchell
Maureen Neeley & Dan Roberts
Cheryl & Mark Perry
David Shlemmer
Betty Sunofsky
Marlene Temple

Preservationist
Fran Abdoo
Sarah & Craig Arnold
Leslie Arrington
Barbara Barnes
Jill Anne Black
Barbara Blackwell
Barry & Kathy Blodgett
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Susan Bradley & Richard Barta
David Breiholz
Kaye Briegel
Bobbi Burket
Claudine & Paul Burnett
Enid Busser
Ellen Calomiris
Catherine Campion
Karen & Dick Clements
Sherry Cragg
Vicki & James Cunningham
Nanette Dahlen-wan
Edna Dickson
Tami & Kevin Dowgiewicz
Paul Dusckett
Judy Edson
Robert Elkins
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Kristi Fischer & Joe Vanderhorst
Kathie Fry
Janice Furman
Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
Kathryn Gregory & Richard Roth

Joan Gustafson
Steffie Hands
Richard Harbaugh
Larry Harma & Sharon Reece
Terry & Jeanne Harmon
Wendy Harn & Sasha Witte
Karen Highberger & Lou Gaudio
Harriett Ibbetson
Jeffrey Jeannette
Dan & Christine Jurenka
Harvey Keller
Rosemarie Kimmerle
Mary Klingensmith
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Ruthann Lehrer
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Kimberly Littlejohn & Travis Hearn
Bonnie Lowenthal
Tom & Gina Rushing Maguire
Michele Marek
Tom & Elaine Marks
Carol McCafferty
Janeice McConnell
John & Dianne McGinnis
Kelly Sutherlin McLeod
Mary Nan Meyer
Liz & Harry Minor
John & Marky Morel
Richard Mosely
Marion Nickle
Meg O’Toole
Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin

Sharon & Ken Pleshek
Tim & Maria Price
Marshall Pumphrey &
Roxanne Fitzgerald
Patricia Randolph
Catherine Raneri
Gary Roderick
John Royce & Kent Lockart
Janice & Bary Schlieder
Paul & Judy Schmidt
Neil Schneider & Dwight Cook
Norbert Schurer & Susan Carlile
Iris & Dick Schutz
Pamela Seager
Michael Sillerman & Jessica Harris
Renee Simon
Ralph Simonian
Dr. Matthew Sloan
Jean Bixby Smith
Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
Michael Stugrin
Jan & Kirstin VanDijs
John & Patricia Walker
Joan Wells
Sharon Westafer
Linda & Morgan Wheeler
Zieba Builders

SAVE THE DATE!
The Bembridge House Fall Party will be held on Saturday evening, October 3, 2015.
The exciting and locally-renowned Scarlett and Dr. Bob Finney Jazz Group will perform
jazz and pop standards from the1920s and beyond. Mouth-wateringly delicious
food will be provided by Dearmore BBQ Catering.
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What’s Up at the Bembridge House
By Chris Hogan
If you haven’t seen the gardens of the
Bembridge House lately, you should come
by and enjoy the seemingly hundreds of
beautiful roses and fragrant gardenias
blooming! The volunteer team who maintain
the gardens (and I’m proud to say that I’m
part of the team) deserve praise for always
working so hard. We’ve put mulch (36
bales!) and new topsoil (4 bags) over all the
rose, flower, herb, and vegetable beds. Due
to the water shortage, we’re continuing to
plant or replant drought-tolerant flowering
species and more succulents. (By the way,
roses, if properly cared for – in other words,
mulch, mulch, mulch - are not as waterthirsty as many people have heard.) The former shade garden is being reorganized into
a fern and tropical garden, complete with
sitting area and Victorian-type lantern. Original photos of the Bembridge House show

that a new trellis has been placed there
with old-time climbing roses. The Bembridge
gardens truly enhance the property.
During the last few months, the House
has hosted two violin recitals, a drama
production by the same company who
performed it to great acclaim last year, luncheons, a special dinner, regular tours, and
even a tour for a busload (55 people) of visitors from Orange County. But, perhaps the
most important function of the Bembridge
House in May and early June is the school
tours. Third grade students (and, of course,
their teachers, and the parents who assist
on these field trips) are definitely excited to
visit the House! Besides information about
the people who lived in it, the children learn
about what life was like for a real family in
“the old days.” In fun ways, the students also
learn about Long Beach history and its cultural heritage, architecture, and horticulture.
I thought you might enjoy a few quotes

“We loved learning about Dorothy
Bembridge’s life and the impact she made
in the history of the city. We all agreed that
she would have been a fun person to know
and have tea with!”
“I would live there because the garden
is so cool and has a lot of birds in it.”
“The architecture was very extraordinary. My favorite part was the 4 eyes on
each pillar. The witch hat on the roof was
really rare. I had never seen anything like it.”
“It must have been something to hear
the music coming from the house back
then.”
“My favorite part was the scavenger
hunt where we had to find all that cool stuff
around the house . . . Hopefully, the house
will still be there in another 100 years.”
It is so important that we are able to
instill in these children a sense of who lived
and what has gone before in local history.

plants covering the chimney on the west

from student visitors’ “thank you” letters about

Today’s third graders will be the stewards of

side (next to Drake Park), so it is appropriate

their experiences at the Bembridge House:

our past in the not-too-distant future.

Art Deco and Streamline Moderne

Continued from page 3

architecture remaining in Long Beach. Long

helped to preserve some of Long Beach’s

as well. John realized the importance of the

Beach still has quite an inventory of these

unique twenties and thirties buildings and

Long Beach’s Adaptive Reuse Ordinance

wonderful buildings, but since they are over

cultural resources. John has consulted on

and helped to get it approved by the City

80 years old, many still need restoration.

such projects as the Streamline Moderne

Council. Along with Suzanne Tarbell Cooper,

Art Theater Building on Fourth Street, the Art

he co-authored Long Beach Art Deco and

Streamline Moderne architecture has turned

Deco Long Beach Professional Building on

has given many lectures about the Art Deco

him into a preservationist for buildings of this

Eighth Street, the Arts Building on Third Street,

era. We owe a big thank you to John for

era is John Thomas, known fondly as “Mr.

the Long Beach Airport Historic Terminal, a

assisting the owners of magnificent Modern-

Art Deco.” He has been extremely busy

Streamline Moderne apartment building on

istic buildings to restore them for posterity.

since retiring from his first career. With his

First Street, and the Rowan/Bradley Build-

In recent years the tide has turned toward

new business, Art Deco Dimensions Historic

ing on Pine Avenue. He serves as Historic

adaptive reuse of early twentieth century

Preservation Consulting Services, John has

Resources Advisor for the RMS Queen Mary

building in downtown Long Beach.

One whose passion for Art Deco and
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Calendar

LBH Membership

Annual Meeting		

July 19

LBH Executive Committee

June 22

Santa Anita concert

July 25

Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting public
knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, neighborhoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st each year.

LBH Board		

July 27

Portfolio Tours (Loft Walk)

July 15

			August 19
			September 23
LBH Executive Committee

August 24

LBH Board		

September 28

Walking tours
Downtown on the 3rd Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
East Village on the 2nd Saturday at 10:00 a.m.
Willmore City on the 4th Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Bembridge Tours — Every Tuesday and the
4th Saturday at 1:30 and 2:30 p.m.

Long Beach Heritage
Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers
Layout: John Lionel Pierce
P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809
Telephone: (562) 493-7019

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________
Telephone______________________________________________________________________________
 Call me with information on how I can
participate in LBH as a volunteer
 Heritage Student/Senior $ 45

Make your check payable to:

 Heritage Friend $ 60

Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Household $ 75
 Heritage Preservationist $100

P.O. Box 92521

 Heritage Contributor $250

Long Beach, CA 90809

 Heritage Patron $500

Telephone/Fax (562) 493-7019

 Heritage Associate $750
 Heritage Sustainer $1,000

Email: preservation@lbheritage.org

 Heritage Benefactor $2,000

Website: www.lbheritage.org

 New member ______________________
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Email: preservation@lbheritage.org
Website: www.lbheritage.org

