
By Louise Ivers

The First Methodist Church and Edu-
cation buildings at the northwest corner 
of Pacific Avenue and Fifth Street are sur-
rounded by the green fence of destruction 
and will soon be replaced by a mixed-use 
structure containing stores and condo-
miniums. Designed by noted Long Beach 
architect, Kenneth S. Wing, the Sunday 
school building was constructed at 507 
Pacific Avenue in 1958. The Press-Telegram 
described it as “contemporary in design” 
and “constructed of aluminum, glass walls, 
tile and face brick.” The façade of this 
two-story building has alternating bands of 
blue porcelain coated metal panels and 
glass windows, interspersed with tan brick 
walls. A canopy is cantilevered over the 
entrance.

 It is unfortunate the old Methodist 
Church at 501 Pacific Avenue of 1909 by Los 
Angeles architect Norman Marsh was badly 
damaged in the 1933 earthquake and its 
stone veneered walls were subsequently 
covered with stucco. Kenneth Wing, who 
was a member of the congregation, drew 
plans for a new sanctuary in 1958, but ac-
tual construction was delayed until 1970. 
The church has a large, distinctive gable, 
blue tiled roof, and tan brick walls that 

upholstered in blue, to match the roof tiles and 
metal panels on the Sunday school building.

 The Methodists first organized camp 
meetings in Willmore City in 1884 and built 
an octagonal tabernacle on Locust Ave-
nue in 1885. They constructed a wooden 
church designed by Henry Starbuck on 
Pine Avenue in 1899 and this building has 
been moved to Tenth Street, where it still 
serves the African Methodist congregation. 
It is unfortunate that the mid-century build-
ings by Wing will be demolished in the near 
future. They form a harmonious complex in 
the downtown area and are representative 
of Wing’s modern style. In fact, the Educa-
tion building is somewhat similar to the re-
cently demolished County Courthouse on 
Ocean Boulevard of the same period.  
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MID-CENTURY MODERN FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH FACING 
DEMOLITION SOON

First Methodist Church designed by Kenneth S. Wing.

We dedicate this newsletter to 
our friend and past president of Long 
Beach Heritage – Melinda Roney, whom we 
sadly lost on March 18. She was not only a 
good personal friend to so many of us, but 
she was also a staunch supporter of preser-
vation in Long Beach.  She showed her love 
of preservation not only in her meticulously 
restored Craftsman home that she shared 
with Walter, but also in her support of the 
many preservation organizations in Long 
Beach.   Melinda was active in her neigh-
borhood association, Bluff Park; she served 
on the Board of Long Beach Heritage for 
many years and was president from 2011 
to 2014; she was a past board member of 
the Historical Society of Long Beach, and 
recently was also a financial advisor for 
the long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association.

She generously gave of her time 
and expertise and for that we are so 
grateful. We will miss your gracious 
presence Melinda, but you will always 
remain in our hearts.

There will be a Celebration of Life 
on July 30 at the Bembridge House.  The 
fami ly has requested that in l ieu of 
f lowers donations be made to Long 
Beach Her i tage.
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Education Building designed by Kenneth S. Wing.
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Education build-
ing. The Good 
Shepherd stained 
glass window from 
the 1909 church 
has been repur-
posed in the nar-
thex, or lobby, and 
the baptismal font, 
light fixtures, and 
pulpit were also re-
used. The sanctuary 
ceiling has exposed 
wooden beams 
and the seats are 
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WILL HOF’S HUT RISE FROM 
THE ASHES?
By Louise Ivers

Hof’s Hut, one of a small chain of local restaurants serving comfort food, was 
damaged by two back-to-back fires in January 2015. This distinctive building, 
designed by Edward Killingsworth in his signature post-and-beam style in 1959, has a 
wood frame, stucco walls, and large glass windows. Owned by Eldredge Combs, 
who also commissioned the office building directly south of the restaurant, Hof’s 
Hut received a compatible addition by Killingsworth in 1967 at one end of the 
building. The same architect enlarged the entry to the structure in 1990. The fires 
were in the kitchen duct system and the exhaust hood system and were swiftly 
put out, but the interior of the building was damaged by smoke and water. The 
main portion of the restaurant has exposed beams and a wooden ceiling, as well 
as a horseshoe-shaped counter and padded vinyl booths, in typical mid-century 
fashion. The roof, which sustained rain damage, was recently repaired and a “for 
lease” sign can be seen on the building. Many rumors are swirling around Long 
Beach about the impending demolition of the structure, which will definitely 
not re-open as Hof’s Hut. A petition to save the building is circulating and has 
received numerous signatures, but its future remains uncertain.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
LO

UI
SE

 IV
ER

S

Hof’s Hut after the fires.

BE OUR EYES
AND EARS

Have you noticed what a great job 
someone is doing fixing up a particular prop-
erty?  Have you heard about a project that 
you believe would help in the preservation of 
Long Beach history?  If you are aware of a 
project completed in 2017 or a person or firm 
you believe is having a great positive impact 
on preservation efforts in Long Beach, please 
let us know.  

Our 30th Preservation Awards Benefit will 
take place in February 2018. We want this 
event to be a very special celebration that 
showcases the tremendous pride and energy 
being directed toward preserving the many 
structures that give Long Beach its unique 
character. The awards jury is being formed 
and will soon begin selecting and research-
ing the most representative examples of pres-
ervation activities in a variety of categories.  
Please make the jury aware of those you have 
noticed taking place across Long Beach. 
When nominating a property or a project, 
please provide enough identifying informa-
tion for jury members to understand what you 
are referencing, for example, the street ad-
dress of the property, or the name of the per-
son/firm, or a brief description of the project 
and who is conducting it. 

Simply call, email or write the Long Beach 
Heritage office. Don’t wait! Phone: 562-493-
7019  Email: preservation@lbheritage.org  
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RECENT GRANT AWARDS FROM THE LONG BEACH 
NAVY MEMORIAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

LBNMHA Awardees
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The Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association has awarded five historic pres-
ervation grants for 2017 that offer interesting 
opportunities for somewhat less traditional 
projects.  Each year the Navy Trust has been 
able to make grants totaling nearly $200,000 
for projects honoring the U.S. Navy in Long 
Beach, the work of architect Paul Revere Williams, 
and the preservation of historic sites and the 
heritage of Long Beach. 

The award to the Boy Scouts Long 
Beach Area Council will allow them to restore 
a 1942 city fire boat that will become a Youth 
Explorer Post for teens, both boys and girls, 
where they can learn marine safety.  The 26-
foot boat, “Old No. 9,” has not been used 
for years and needs many repairs. It will be a 
fine teaching opportunity for the Sea Scouts 
and its restoration will contribute to the ma-
rine history of Long Beach. 

Sunnyside Cemetery, founded in 1907, 
has among its 16,000 plots a remarkable his-
tory of Long Beach residents.  The cemetary 
records, however, are slowly deteriorating 
and need to be preserved.  The grant will 
provide for scanning of the records, mapping  

of the graves, and other much needed 
preservation work.

Long Beach Heritage’s Bembridge House 
is a much enjoyed site for tours, particularly 
when traditionally decorated for Christmas.  
However, the house is not handicap accessible, 
which deprives many visitors of enjoying this 
unique opportunity.  The grant will fund the 
production of two narrated DVDs, which will 
be shown in the Carriage House, bringing the 
interior of the home to visitors who cannot 
physically tour it.

Louise Ivers, a recognized author and 
documentor of important historical Long 
Beach architecture, received a grant to 
publish a book, “The Remaking of a Seaside 
City: Mid-Century Modern Architecture in 
Long Beach, California.” It will be published 
by the Historical Society of Long Beach and 
will contain numerous illustrations, as well as 

an appendix with all known buildings by Long 
Beach architects of the period.

The grant to the Historical Society of 
Long Beach will support the full exhibit titled 
“Illuminating the Navy in Long Beach during 
World War II.” This award will complement an-
other grant that HSLB has already received from 
the California Council for the Humanities for the 
production of an important exhibit about the 
role of the United States Navy in our city.

The LBNMHA was incorporated in 1998 as 
part of a mitigation agreement with the Port 
of Long Beach following their acquisition and 
demolition of the Roosevelt Base Historic 
District at the former Long Beach Naval 
Station. The board’s nine members include 
representatives from Long Beach Heritage; 
the Historical Society of Long Beach; Willmore 
City Heritage Association; and the Cultural 
Heritage Commission.

Old No. 9 drydock

Sasha Witte
Interior Design & Color Consulting

tel 562.434.8824  fax 562.434.8820
Sasha@SashaWitteDesign.com
www.sashawittedesign.com
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BEMBRIDGE
HOUSE NEWS
By Chris Hogan

Wow!  What a glorious scene!  We 
have all of this winter’s rains to thank for 
the gorgeous blooming flowers in the 
Bembridge gardens this spring.  (And we 
can’t forget to mention that all of the 
hard work from the volunteer gardening 
team helped, too.)  The roses on both the 
east side of the house and the west cutting 
garden have been spectacular.  The lilies 
and nasturtiums in front, the gardenias and 
jasmine in Pepper Tree Court, and the 

lavender in the back herb garden added 
to the riot of colors and scents.  There were 
even a couple of birds’ nests found around 
the homesite, more of nature’s bounty at the 
Bembridge House these past months.

Springtime also brought lots of visitors to 
the house.  With regularly scheduled tours; 
special tours; small-group tours with luncheons, 
and third grade and high school student tours 
the homesite was very busy.  The Bembridge 
House also hosted the Historic Districts’ Lead-
ers meeting; city personnel; plumbers; window 
washers, and the electrician at the property.    

In early May, Musical Theatre West’s 
Footlighters held its Spring Garden Party 
and Home Tour at the Bembridge House.  It 
was the largest event of the season for us!  
Around 75 guests enjoyed an impressive 
affair: a champagne reception; special 
docent-led house tours (the 4 docents 
tried to wear era-appropriate clothing 
as well, which added to the ambiance); 
a delicious luncheon catered by Teak 
Catering; and then fabulous enter-
tainment from singer/actress Amanda 
Leigh Jerry (who had just starred in 
MTW’s production of “Carousel”).  Even 
though the weather was brisk and the 
gray clouds threatened rain at any 
moment, Pepper Tree Court proved to 
be festive indeed and a beautifully per-
fect setting for the Garden Party.  Thank 
you, Musical Theatre West’s Footlighters 
for choosing the Bembridge House.

Are you thinking of changing out 
some of the plants at your house to more 
drought-tolerant kinds?  The gardeners at 
the House have some very inexpensive 
succulents ready to purchase.   
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TO ELLEN

The Bembridge House commu-
nity was saddened recently by the 
passing of Ellen Zepeda. Ellen was 
one of the Carriage House Quilters 
who met weekly for several years, 
stitching quilts to be sold to help 
with expenses at the house. Her 
hand work was flawless and her 
embroidery was particularly artis-
tic. 

Ellen and her husband main-
tained their florist shop at the 
corner of Atlantic Avenue and 14th 
Street while rearing their four sons. 
She liked to reminisce about being a 
high school student in Long Beach 
and admiring one of the stylishly 
dressed teachers, the young Dorothy 
Bembridge. Decades later she was 
thrilled to finally visit the house she 
had heard so much about and 
took pleasure in being able to 
contribute to its preservation. 
Ellen died at the age of 95 after a 
long illness and she is sorely missed 
by the women who stitched with 
her and who were warmed by her 
sweet nature. 
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REAL ESTATE

Doug & Rochelle Kramer
BRE 01374637,  BRE 01392260
Remax Real Estate Specialists

562-627-1001
info@socalmodern.com
SoCalModern.com

The Long Beach Heritage Annual 
Meeting will be held at Studio One Eleven 
at 245 East 3rd Street on July 27 at 5:30 p.m. 
Studio One Eleven, a local firm dedicated 
to the practice of sustainable architecture, 
urbanism, and landscape design, has recently 
moved into a striking new office. This structure 
was repurposed from part of  City Place (the 
former downtown mall) and is a great addition 
to the built environment of central Long Beach. 
The interior has soaring ceilings with exposed 
beams and ductwork, industrial lighting, and an 
open space filled with numerous work stations.

One of the senior principals of Studio 
One Eleven and a longtime Long Beach 
Heritage member, Michael Bohn, will talk 
to the attendees about the new building 
and the redesign and revitalization of City 
Place shopping center which has now 
been rebranded as “The Streets”.  Studio One 
Eleven is working with Shooshani Developers 
to redesign and revitalize the center which 
is now expected to include the “Downtown 
Village” complex which will house up to 
1100 CSULB students and faculty members 
plus include 16 classrooms and a university 
art museum.

Notice that this year’s Annual Meeting 
is on a Thursday evening. Parking is available 
in the city owned garage on 3rd Street. 
R.S.V.P. to our office: call (562) 493-7019 or 
email preservation@lbheritage.org.

ANNUAL MEETING AT STUDIO ONE ELEVEN
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Membership Report : June 2017
Preservationist members and above

BENEFACTOR
The Ackerman Family 

SUSTAINER
Kevin & Ana Maria 
        McGuan
Melinda Roney & 

Walter Wojak

ASSOCIATE
Bob & Nancy Latimer

PATRON
Lynn Brandt
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Marsha Jeffer
Geraldine Knatz
Mary Lou Martin & 
        Chris Byrne
Millworks
Patty Moore & 
        Jean Shapen
Terry & Anna Ulaszewski

CONTRIBUTOR
Tim & Linda Babiak
Betty Chaney
Joyce & Robert Crawford
Liz Handley
Rick & Brad Hobbs-Seeley
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers & 
        Allen Guerrero
Marisol Jablonski
Maureen Neeley & 
        Dan Roberts
Roxanne Patmor
Cheryl & Mark Perry
Katie Rispoli
David Shlemmer

PRESERVATIONIST
Fran Abdoo
Sarah & Craig Arnold
Barbara Barnes
Helen Baugh
Jill Anne Black
Barbara Blackwell
Axel & Kathie Blickle
Barry & Kathy Blodget
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Sally Boyne
David Breiholz
Kaye Briegel
Bobbi Burket
Claudine & Paul Burnett
Karen & Dick Clements
Sherry Cragg
CJ & Dave Crockett
Vicki & 
        James Cunningham
Nanette Dahlen-Wan
Sharon & Robert Denham
Tami & Kevin Dowgiewicz 
Judy Edson
Robert Elkins
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Kristi Fischer &
        Joe Vanderhorst
Bob & Nancy Foster
Michele & Roger Fricke
Janice Furman
Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
Kathryn Gregory &
        Richard Roth
Steffie Hands
Larry Harma &
        Sharon Reece
Wendy Harn &
        Sasha Witte
Karen Highberger &
        Lou Gaudio
Charmel Huffman
Cooper Hundermark
Harriett Ibbetson
Jeffrey &
        Roberta Jeannette
Harvey Keller
Laura Killingsworth
Mary & Bill Klingensmith
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Doug & Rochelle Kramer
Ruthann Lehrer

Cecile Lindsay
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Bonnie Lowenthal &
        Evan Braude
Tom & Elaine Marks
Janeice McConnell
Kelly Sutherlin McLeod, FAIA    
Marky & John Morel
Richard Mosely
Mikle Norton
Jan Ostashay
Meg O’Toole
Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin
Ken & Sharon Pleshek
Stan & Maureen Poe
Richard Powers
Tim & Maria Price
Marshall Pumphrey &
     Roxanne Fitzgerald
Patricia Randolph
Gary Roderick
Chrisry & Gary Roeber
Mary Rohrer
Betty & Gary Rousselo
John Royce &
        Kent Lockart
Joan & Brian Sasaki
Lesley Scheller
Janice & Bary Schlieder
Paul & Judy Schmidt
Neil Schneider &
        Dwight Cook
Kurt Schneiter
Norbert Schurer &
        Susan Carlile
Iris & Dick Schutz
Pamela Seager
Renee Simon
Matthew Sloan
Mark & Laurie Smith
Marjorie Starling
Julie Stindt &
        Jim Meznek
Eric Stovner
Nina Taweepong &
        Frank Schoelzel
Regina Taylor
Marlene Temple
Stella Ungar
Patricia Walker
Joan Wells
Sharon Westafer

YOU’RE INVITED: 
ST. ANTHONY 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
WALKING TOUR

Members of Long Beach Heritage and 
their guests are invited to a special walking 
tour of one of the city’s historical neighbor-
hoods, which has a varied and remarkable 
history. The two hour tour will take place 
on Sunday, July 16 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
This event begins with a tour of the beau-
tiful St. Anthony Catholic Church located 
at 540 Olive Avenue. The Catholic Church 
has maintained a presence at this location 
since breaking ground in 1902.  

After leaving the church, we will review 
the significant presence of Balboa Studios, 
which occupied all four corners of 7th   
Street and Alamitos Avenue from 1913 to 
1923.  This silent film studio was at one time 
Long Beach’s largest employer and a vibrant 
influence on the local culture.

The tour group will then walk portions 
of five blocks in the St. Anthony Neigh-
borhood, viewing residences built from 
the turn of the century into the teens and 
twenties. During this period Long Beach 
was one of the fastest growing cities in the 
entire United States, described by newspapers 
as “a delightful seaside resort” and “having the 
finest pleasure pier on the Pacific.”

The walking tour will conclude at the 
popular new Fourth and Olive Restaurant 
with light appetizers and an opportunity 
to hear the owners share their challenges 
and successes as they adaptively reused 
the structure, which started out as the 
Automotive Electric Company (1922-28) 
and later operated as an auto repair shop 
for most of the twentieth century.

The cost is $10 per person for LBH mem-
bers and their guests. Free off-street parking is 
available at St. Anthony’s (access from 6th 
Street) until 5:30 pm. Non-metered street park-
ing is available and advised for those who 
might stay later for dinner in the area.
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Steffie Hands, Realtor 562.508.9869

Cal Bungalow.com

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH REPORT
By Karen Highberger

The Historic District Leaders Meeting 
held on May 13 was well attended and 
very informative. We had representatives 
from California Heights, Willmore City, 
Eliot Lane, Sunrise, Craftsman, Belmont 
Heights, Bluff Heights, Wrigley and Rose 
Park. Also in attendance were Alan Burks, 
Chairman of the Cultural Heritage Com-
mission and President of the Wrigley As-
sociation (non-historic), and Christopher 
Koontz from Development Services.

We started the meeting with a pre-
sentation of the Historic Districts map that 
Jacqueline Case has been working on 
with Justin Potier. Attendees were shown 
the first draft of the map for review and 
comment. The maps will be laminated 
and distributed to local real estate offic-
es, along with the PDF files of guidelines 
for selling and purchasing a home in a His-
toric District in Long Beach.

Subjects discussed were parking is-
sues city-wide, solar panels in Historic Dis-
tricts, and the change in state law regard-
ing additional habitable units (including 
garage conversions) on properties which 
removes local control for additional hous-
ing in cities. However, all setbacks and 
building codes will be enforced and no 
unit can be smaller than 650 square feet. 
This limitation touches on the “tiny house” 
trend. Also, if a garage is proposed to 
conversion for living space, it must meet 
current building codes and the property 
must have adequate off street parking to 
accommodate two cars. The city is cur-
rently working on an information sheet to 
explain the new rules. 

Long Beach Heritage discussed the 

possibility of aiding interested Historic Dis-
tricts in researching and gathering infor-
mation on their specific district and assist-
ing them in working up a walking tour. The 
actual tours would be given by residents of 
the neighborhood. Linda and Sam Dragga 
have generously volunteered their time for 
this project. 

LBH also distributed cards asking for 
nominations for the 2018 Preservation 
Awards to all attendees. We want to ex-

Frank Sinatra’s house

ARE YOU INTERESTED?
An exciting event is in the very early 

planning stages. Rick Hobbs and Brad See-
ley have invited us to Palm Springs! The Palm 
Springs preservation group is planning a tour 
of Frank Sinatra’s Twin Palms estate on Thurs-
day, October 19. Tentative plans call for tak-
ing a chartered bus to Palm Springs where 
we will enjoy a special tour of Sinatra’s estate 

and then have a late lunch or early dinner 
at Rick and Brad’s new house, which we are 
all anxious to see. We would probably leave 
Long Beach about 9:00 a.m. and arrive back 
about 6:00 p.m. It will be an exciting day so 
let us know if you might be interested and we 
will keep you informed as plans take shape. 
There may not be a mass mailing on this one.

pand the reach into the community for 
nominees. Stepping outside our member-
ship roster at this early stage will hope-
fully bring in more good candidates by 
fall when the selection committee gets to 
work.

Future meetings for this year are 
scheduled for September 16 and Novem-
ber 4. As the meetings are being held on 
a more regular basis, we are getting better 
attendance. 
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LBH Membership
Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting public 
knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, neighbor-
hoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st each year.

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone_______________________________________________________________________________

  Call me with information on how I can  
 participate in LBH as a volunteer
  Heritage Student/Senior $45
  Heritage Friend $60
  Heritage Household $75
  Heritage Preservationist $100
  Heritage Contributor $250
  Heritage Patron $500
  Heritage Associate $750
  Heritage Sustainer $1,000
  Heritage Benefactor $2,000
  New member ______________________

Long Beach Heritage
Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers
Layout: Kellie Sherrill - Knightling.com 
P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809
Telephone: (562) 493-7019
Email: preservation@lbheritage.org
Website: www.lbheritage.org

Make your check payable to:

Long Beach Heritage
P.O. Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809

Telephone/Fax (562) 493-7019

Email: preservation@lbheritage.org

Website: www.lbheritage.org

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Long Beach, CA
Permit No. 5046Post Office Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809-2521

Calendar  
LBH Exec Committee...................... June 24th
LBH Board........................................... July 24th 
Annual Meeting............... July 27th @ 5:30PM 
4th & Olive Tour............................................ TBA
LBH Exec Committee.................. August 28th
Historic District Meeting........September 16th
LBH Board.............................. September 25th
Palm Springs Trip.........................October 19th
Walking Tours

Downtown on the third Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
East Village on the second Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Willmore City on the fourth Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
North Pine quarterly on the first Saturday at 
1:30 & 2:30 p.m. 
Bembridge Tours
Every Tuesday & the fourth Saturday at 1:30
& 2:30 p.m. 


