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The annual Long Beach Heritage Awards 
Benefit will be held on February 15, 2007 
in the Grand Salon of the Queen Mary. 
The silent auction offering many fabu-
lous items will begin at 6:00 p.m. and the 
tasty dinner will be served at 7:15 p.m. 
Numerous awards will be presented to 
both home and business owners for their 
efforts in historic preservation and, of 
course, to a worthy individual who will be 
designated Preservationist of the Year.

Mike Norton and Chris Myint will receive 
an award for restoring their beautiful 
home at 302 Orizaba Avenue. Built around 
1907 by Charles Espey in a Tudor Revival 
style, this house was remodeled in 1913 
in a Craftsman mode. Noted Long Beach 
architect/engineer Harvey H. Lochridge 
and his wife Eleanor lived in the residence 
from 1920 to 1945. Mike and Chris discov-
ered a group of Lochridge’s drawings in 
the attic and have cleaned and framed 
them for display. Lochridge designed 
such local landmarks as the Markwell 
Building in 1918-19, bought by the Jergins 
Trust and enlarged in 1928-29; the Mid-
dough Building which housed The Boys 
Store, now the Insurance Exchange Lofts, 
of 1924-25; and the Sears Roebuck Store 

of 1928, remodeled in an Art Deco style in 
1933 after the earthquake. Lochridge was 
also responsible for the structural engi-
neering of the 1923 City Hall, designed by 
his former partner, W. Horace Austin. When 
Mike and Chris bought the house, which 
they named Pleasant View Manor, it was 
badly dilapidated and they have done 
a great job of restoring both the exterior 
and the interior.

While the Lochridge house was the first 
structure in its neighborhood of the 
Alamitos Beach Townsite, another re-
stored building receiving an award rep-
resents the mid-century modern era in 
Long Beach. This is Greg and Anna-Karin 
Kight’s home at 7221 East Rosebay Street 
built in 1954. It was originally part of the 
Crestview Estates Tract developed by the 
Spring Land and Cattle Company. The 
houses in this tract were designed by 
Cliff May and his partner, Chris Choate, in 
their signature California Ranch style. The 
Kight’s one story, ell-shaped dwelling was 
built around a landscaped patio. In 1946 
Cliff May wrote about the construction of 
ranch houses:

Home and business owners will be recognized for their preservation of historic buildings at the annual awards 
dinner aboard the Queen Mary in February. Additional photos on page 7.

See Preservationist Page 2

 Preservationist  
of the Year
By Stan Poe
The award for Preservationist of the Year is 
being presented to Maureen Neeley.  

A native of San Francisco, Maureen moved 
to Long Beach and became involved with 
local preservation in February of 1997.  
She participated in a walking tour, asked 
how she could become involved in the 
efforts of Long Beach Heritage, and was 
invited to attend a board meeting at the 
home of Charlotte Mitchell.  

Her consummate interpersonal skills 
gained her immediate respect in the his-
toric community especially in dealing 
with city agencies, such as the redevel-
opment board where she was a regular 
fixture in the meetings as an advocate for 
protection of the built environment.  

Maureen has always been the first to step 
up to the plate in negotiations between 
developers and preservationists.  She has 
organized the historic apartment houses 

Maureen Neely, Preservationist of the Year See Gala Awards Page 6
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In a recent update from the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, Richard 
Moe, the president, wrote that “Tear-
downs, the practice of purchasing 
and demolishing an existing house to 
make way for a huge new house on 
the same site, is in my opinion the sin-
gle biggest threat to America’s older 
neighborhoods since the heyday of 
urban renewal and interstate high-
way construction during the 1950s 
and 1960s.”  In 2002 the National Trust 
had identified 100 communities in 20 
states that were losing their historic 
character to teardowns.  Today, the 
Trust has identified more than 300 
communities in 33 states that are af-
fected.  The National Association of 
Home Builders says that 75,000 are 
demolished and replaced with larger 
houses every year.

In Long Beach today we are faced 
with a very similar and very serious 
situation.  

Through the efforts of the Office of 
Historic Preservation and the Cultural 
Heritage Commission, a good number 
of historic districts have been estab-
lished within the city.  One would as-
sume that these designations would 
safeguard properties within the district.  
That is a dangerous assumption be-
cause exceptions are brought to the 
CHC on a regular basis, particularly in 
California Heights where the birth of a 
new baby seems to trigger the imme-
diate need for an addition twice the 
size of the original house.  

In addition the commission is as-
saulted with the argument that when 
a wall was opened in order to install 
an appliance or the like, it was discov-
ered that the house had termites and 
warranted a total teardown.  If that 
were truly the case nothing in Long 
Beach with a wood stud in it would be 
left standing.  Since 1993, I have been 
hearing this same type of lament, but 
at least the perpetrators do have to 
plead their cases to the CHC, and 
sometimes sense prevails.

The biggest threat to our historic 

neighborhoods today is not within the 
historic districts, but in the established 
neighborhoods throughout the city 
that were developed in the 1920s and 
1930s, such as Naples, Belmont Shore, 
Belmont Heights, and Los Cerritos to 
mention a few.  

These areas have an ambience cre-
ated by the built environment.  In 
Naples during the last month, three 
unique homes built in the1920s within 
two blocks were demolished.  Their 
charms were innumerable, but they 
are being replaced with “Irvine eclec-
tic” mini mansions on 30’ x 80’ lots.  
Two of the homes are being built on 
speculation with no concern for the 
neighborhood.  The only saving grace 
for the third will be that the owner will 
have to live in it!  One perpetrator told 
the neighbors that he loved the tropi-
cal feel of Naples Island, and then pro-
ceeded to remove three 100 year old 
palm trees and the vintage bungalow 
on the lot.  

Besides overshadowing their neigh-
bors, these homes are destroying the 
very character that leads people to 
buy in these neighborhoods.

It is definitely time for the City of Long 
Beach to recognize the negative im-
pact of teardowns on local property 
value and to develop design guide-
lines for historic areas that encourage 
the sensitive expansion of older homes 
throughout the city and appropriately 
scaled replacements for others.  This 
problem needs to be addressed im-
mediately, and Long Beach Heritage 
would be glad to provide support in 
this endeavor.

—Stan Poe

Message 
from the 
President

and condominiums of the downtown area 
and arranged educational meetings, 
as well as informational forums in order 
to present a unified body for historically 
appropriate improvements while creat-
ing dialogue between directors and city 
agencies.  Her ongoing association with 
the Redevelopment Agency has created 
a greater sensitivity to historic issues while 
improving the downtown core with good 
quality architecture.

A native Californian of pioneer stock (her 
ancestors having arrived in 1866), Mau-
reen was born and raised in the Sunset 
District of San Francisco with six siblings 
in a home where her mother still resides 
after 55 years.  She attended parochial 
schools and graduated from Gonzaga 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in His-
tory.  She earned a Masters’ degree in 
Library Science at Berkeley.  She is cur-
rently working as a reference librarian at 
the Long Beach central library.  She also 
conducts a business called House Sto-
ries which involves tracing the history of 
individual homes, including the history 
of the inhabitants, as well as the builders 
and architects.

Maureen and her husband, Dan Roberts, 
live in Belmont Heights in a beautiful his-
toric Spanish Revival home with their two 
daughters, Frances who is 13 and Mad-
eleine age 11.  They chose Long Beach 
because it reminded Maureen of San 
Francisco with its variety of architecture, 
historic neighborhoods, and multi-cultural 
population.

Historic activist might be the best descrip-
tion of Maureen.  She brought the issue of 
preserving the W.P.A. murals in the public 
schools to a hearing of the Long Beach 
school board which seemed to be en-
thusiastic about the project.  After work-
ing with other members of LBH for several 
years, it appears that preservation efforts 
are about to begin.  

Maureen feels that the biggest challenge 
to preservation is the ongoing role of ed-
ucation in the community.  Her goals in-
clude making more people, including rep-
resentatives in local government, aware 
of economic and quality of life benefits 
to preservation, as well as encouraging 
good, thoughtful and well-designed build-
ings throughout the city.   

Preservationist 
cont’d from page 1
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Membership Report January 2007

By John Thomas 
Advocacy VP

Historic Preservation Element

One of the top priorities of the Advocacy 
committee is leading the discussion for 
the need of a Historic Preservation Ele-
ment (HPE) as part of the City’s General 
Plan. Nearly every city in California with an 
historic downtown has a Preservation Ele-
ment in its General Plan. Long Beach has 
never had an HPE which has enabled the 
destruction of our historic fabric and poor 
adaptive reuse developments. Thanks to 
the current City Community Development 
staff and the Redevelopment Agency, the 
HPE process has started. 

As of the date of this newsletter, a consul-
tant has been retained to begin the city 
survey. Early in 2007, LBH will work with the 

City to host several community meetings 
to gain input into the formation and de-
velopment of the HPE. Stay tuned to our 
upcoming newsletters and our web site for 
dates for these meetings. Your support for 
our preservation efforts will be needed to 
help guide the creation and implementa-
tion of the City’s First Historic Preservation 
Element!

Jergins Trust Tunnel

Another exciting opportunity presented to 
Long Beach Heritage is the development 
of a program for the historic Jergins Trust 
Tunnel that runs beneath Ocean at Pine 
Avenue. The tunnel allowed pedestrians to 
safely “cross” Ocean Boulevard for many 
years. Closed several years ago, the tunnel 
was required to be “programmed” for tours 
for the public and other similar uses by the 

developer. Working with City staff from the 
Neighborhood Preservation Office, Long 
Beach Heritage will develop a tour pro-
gram as part of our tours currently offered 
for Downtown. 

Early in 2007, we will be working with staff 
and the developer to produce a suitable 
walking and historic tour of the fabulous 
neoclassical arcade that was originally 
connected to the Jergins Trust Building de-
signed by Harvey H. Lochridge!!

Press Telegram/Meeker Building

The Advocacy committee responded to 
many Environmental Impact Reports this 
past year. None has been more controver-
sial than the Press Telegram Lofts Project. 

The adaptive use of the historic Press Tele-
gram Building located at Pine Avenue 
and 6th Street includes the partial demo-
lition of the building and construction of 
two high-rise residential towers. Later the 
Historic Landmark Meeker/Baker Building 
was added to the project. 

As part of the Advocacy response to the 
EIR for this project, we voiced concerns 
about the reuse of the Meeker Building 
for required parking and additional resi-
dential lofts. LBH Advocacy promotes the 
responsible adaptive reuse of the Meeker 
Building for the residential component of 
the project, but its conversion to a park-
ing structure would require the demolition 
of over half of the building leaving only 
the façade on two sides. The interior of 
this Designated City Landmark has origi-
nal plaster reliefs, woodwork, and light 
fixtures. The Advocacy Committee spoke 
out against the “default” demolition of 
the Meeker Building for parking and sup-
ported the Cultural Heritage Commission 
to request the developer to work on alter-
natives. Stay tuned for more to come on 
this project!

 

As this year comes to an end, the Advo-
cacy Committee would like to publicly 
thank the City Staff, Boards and Commis-
sions which have helped to create a better 
working environment for all of us interested 
in historic preservation. The real growth, 
mutual respect and open communica-
tion have benefited our common interests 
and produced a new era of a cooperative 
sprit and we look forward to another year 
of working together!

Advocacy Update: The Year Ahead For Historic Preservation

Benefactor
Joseph Prevratil 

Sustainer
The Ackerman Family

Sponsors
Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
Kenneth Walker – F&M Bank

Patron
Lynn Brandt
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Kathleen Bursley
Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
Terence & Anna Ulaszewski

Contributor
Charles & Judith Albert
Barbara Barnes
Betty Chaney
Dawna & Gary DeLong
Bob & Nancy Foster
James Hayes
Layne Johnson 
Jonathan & Lynn Mott
Meg O’Toole
Melinda Roney & Walter Wojak
Jenny & David Shlemmer
Preservationist
Sarah & Craid Arnold
Glenn & Anne Baker
Ray & Wanda Lee Berbower
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Charlene Bosl
Ilana & Allen Brackett
Michelle Bridges
Nancy Brown
Claudine & Paul Burnett
Darrell & Sue Cannon
Michael Caponigro
Karen & Dick Clements

Gloria Raven & Dick Coleman
Leamel Comparette
Vicki & James Cunningham
William Cwiklo
Lesley Deck
Judy Edson
Robert & Dorothy Elkins 
Anne & Bob Emigh
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Don Foltz
Joanne France
Carol & Jack Frank
Jim & Ria Gerdts
Jonathan Glasgow
Kathryn Gregory
Marta & Rob Griffin
Joan Gustafson
Nini & Steve Horn
Harriett Ibbetson
Louise Ivers
Steve Iverson
Marisol & Kerry Jablonski
Cheryl Jacobs
Tracie Jahn
Jeffrey Jeannette
Harvey Keller
Eve Kilger
Laura Killingsworth
Mary Ellen & Bud Kilsby
Betty Anne Kirkpatrick
Mary Klingensmith
Geraldine Knatz
Katherine Bruce Kramer
Lucy & Duane Kuster
Nancy & Bob Latimer
Ruthann Lehrer
Jan & Michael Leight
Kathy Lingle
Janet Marsh
Burt & Norma Marter
Carol MCCafferty
Nancy & Chas Merrill

Ana Maria & Kevin McGuan
Harriet Miller
Bettye Mitchell
Elaine & Denny Moore
Catherine & Frank Morley
Richard Mosely
Bry Myown
Maureen Neeley
Mikle Norton & Chris Myint
John Oberacker
Marty O’Malley
Jan Ostashay
Dan & Peggy Peterson
Sharon & Ken Pleshek
Peggy Porter
Richard Powers
Maria & Tim Price
Patricia Randolph
Linda Reabe
Ron Rector
Gary Roderick
Ed Sanchez
Judy & Paul Schmidt
Norbert Schurer
Iris Schutz
Kenneth & Ruth Schwartz
Pamela Seager
Renee Simon
Matthew Sloan
Ilona & Robert Sorem
Fred Spitzkeit
Mary Sullivan & John Sanders
Betty Sunofsky
John Thomas
Joan & Joseph Van Hooten
John & Patricia Walker
Susan & David Waller
Karen & Allan Weiss
Dorothy & Fred Wise
George Wise
Christina Yanis
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The Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association was established in 1998 with 
a $4.5 million “endowment” from the Port 
of Long Beach as a mitigation agreement 
following the Port’s acquisition and demo-
lition of the Roosevelt Base Historic District 
at the former Long Beach Naval Station.  

The LBNMHA is required to manage those 
funds for the benefit of historic preserva-
tion in Long Beach and specifically to fos-
ter and support the identification, evalua-
tion, preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, 
and interpretation of Long Beach historical 
resources, sites and archival sources; to 
recognize the contributions of the Naval 
Station and Naval Shipyard; and to honor 
the work of architect Paul Revere Williams.  

Its published annual report gives the 
community a complete picture of what 
is funded each year.  The LBNMHA devel-
oped its own guidelines, grant criteria, and 
fiscal management to most responsibly 
distribute the income from its fund. 

Annually, LBNMHA issues a request for 
proposals for projects that will further its 
preservation mandate and generally allo-
cates about $170,000 in each grant cycle.  
Among the projects LBNMHA has funded 
in carrying forward its responsibility have 
been several characteristic of this unique 
organization.  

It acted swiftly to save the historic Bem-
bridge House and eventually to purchase 
it and deed it to Long Beach Heritage for 
maintenance and public use.  

It contracted with the prominent Long 
Beach artist, Terry Braunstein, to design 
and manage the fabrication of an armil-
lary sphere sculpture on a site seaward of 
the Aquarium to recognize the history of 
the U.S. Navy in Long Beach.  

It has made several grants to both Ran-
chos in support of their continued restora-
tion— the Secret Garden and native gar-
den stream at Rancho Los Alamitos and 
the water tower and gardens at Rancho 
Los Cerritos.  

A few other projects of special note are 
the identification and restoration of WPA 
murals in the Long Beach schools, renova-
tion and restoration of the Carriage House 
at the Art Museum, repair and preserva-
tion of stained glass windows at the First 
Congregational Church, and restoration 
of the façade of the Insurance Exchange 
Building to replicate the original terra cotta 
of the first story Boys Store.  

Smaller but nonetheless important proj-

ects include the fabrication and installa-
tion of historic district street signs and res-
toration of vintage lamp posts in California 
Heights.  

All projects must comply with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.   
What is most important to understand is 
that many of these projects would never 
have been possible without the assistance 
of the LBNMHA.  

Its nine board members represent four 
Long Beach historic preservation organi-
zations.  They have been fiscally prudent in 
allocating primarily the interest earned so 
that today they still have about $4 million 
invested and expect to continue to fund 
important historic projects for many years.

Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association President’s Award

 Neighbors of Rancho Los Cerritos or-
ganized a wonderful Centennial obser-
vance of the Los Cerritos Neighborhood 
subdivision.  In 1906 330 acres surround-
ing the Rancho Los Cerritos were desig-
nated for residential development.  The 
tract was planned, streets were cut and 
lots sold, creating one of the most beau-
tiful formal districts in the rapidly expand-
ing city of Long Beach.  One hundred 
years later the community still exists as a 
thriving and close knit neighborhood of 
700 homes with almost 2,000 residents 
enjoying this beautiful historic area.

The celebration was held on October 7, 
2006 following months of planning.  Fes-
tivities included guided tram tours of the 
area conducted by Karen Clements and 
Stan Poe of Long Beach Heritage and 
scripted by Geraldine Knatz.  It made 
for a very lively history lesson.  The tram 
tours were filled to capacity and offered 
an overview of the area’s rich architec-
tural styles and included narratives de-
scribing anecdotes of life throughout 
the past century as well as modern trivia 
on neighborhood folklore and the loca-
tions of some famous movies and televi-
sion shows.

Meanwhile back at the rancho, the 
adobe home was open for tours. An art 
show featuring seldom seen items from 

the Rancho’s period collection includ-
ing paintings of the original home, as 
well as stereographs, photographs, and 
other ephemera was displayed.  In addi-
tion, music storytelling, and games were 
offered for the entire family.

Circling the front lawn at the adobe 
were informative exhibits on the art, his-
tory, and culture of the Cerritos neigh-
borhood, including displays on the Vir-
ginia Country Club, the developments 
of farms and dairies, the oil industry and 
Los Cerritos School.  Many of these ex-
hibits were arranged by the Long Beach 
Historical Society.  

Neighbors, past and present, were in-
vited to bring photos to be scanned and 
archived for a future project.  There were 
also local historians and design experts 
to assist residents in researching the ori-
gins and period design elements of their 
homes.  All activities were provided free 
of charge to celebrants, and it was a 
very effective manner in which to honor 
the Centennial.

The organization, Neighbors of Rancho 
Los Cerritos, bring together the residents 
of the Los Cerritos neighborhood to pro-
mote the Rancho legacy of community 
and to support the fundraising and edu-
cational activities of Rancho Los Cerritos 
Foundation.

Neighbors of Rancho Los Cerritos; 
Neighborhood Association Award

Spring Approaches, 
Save The Date
Mark you calendar for the 2nd Annual 
May Day Celebration on Saturday, April 28 
from 1pm to 4pm at Drake Park and the 
Bembridge House. 

The day’s festivities will include Maypole 
dancing, arts and crafts, games, story tell-
ing, face painting, a food and health fair, 
and historic tours of the Bembridge House 
complete with costumed actors.
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In Memory of  
Virginia Siegel
Virginia Siegel passed away in October. 
She was a good friend of Dorothy Bem-
bridge and would often visit her to talk 
over old times and listen to music.  In honor 
of her mother, Toby Siegel has made a very 
generous donation to Long Beach Heri-
tage. This money is to be used for restora-
tion projects at the Bembridge Homesite in 
tribute to her mother and the happy times 
she spent at the house. Many of Virginia’s 
and Toby’s friends have also sent in contri-
butions.

The Bembridge Homesite Committee 
wishes to express our sorrow at the death 
of Virginia Siegel and would like to thank 
Toby Siegel for her generous donation.

Call For Docents
The Bembridge Heritage Homesite educa-
tion committee is offering a preview train-
ing session for new docents.  Volunteer 
docents are needed to help lead tours 
during the week for school children and 
on weekends for adults and families. The 
training session will be given by the edu-
cation committee and will include sam-
ples of these tours.  We will also share with 
you our goals for future tours and special 
events at the Homesite.

The preview training session will be held 
on Saturday, February 24, 2007 from 1:00 
to 3:00 PM at the Bembridge Heritage 
Homesite, 953 Park Circle, Long Beach.  
Please call the Long Beach Heritage office 
at 562-493-7019 to sign up for the preview 
training or if you have questions about it.  
Volunteer today!

By Charlotte Mitchell

The final phase of the carriage house is 
now under way. A Nonprofit Assistance 
Program grant enables us to complete 
the restoration of the outside of the car-
riage house and install electricity and 
a new driveway. We are very excited 
about this project. Before and after pho-
tographs of the restoration will be pub-
lished in the next newsletter.

Another project now underway is the 
repair of all the windows in the house. 
This is made possible with a Neighbor-
hood Partners Program matching grant. 

It will be great to be able to open the 
windows in the summer.

The Bembridge Committee visited the 
Hargett House in Norwalk. Two delightful 
ladies gave us a tour of this lovely Vic-
torian House built in the late nineteenth 
century. We gathered valuable infor-
mation during the tour, much of which 
we will be able to incorporate into our 
future plans. Now we are looking into 
more grant opportunities, increasing 
our volunteer base and starting our 
tours again. Thank you to a very hard 
working committee and a happy 2007 
to all!

  What’s up at the Bembridge Homesite

Teachers Take Tour
The third grade teachers from several Long Beach public schools en-

joyed a special tour of the Bembridge Heritage Homesite on November 

1, 2006.  They participated in the tour that is offered to their students as 

part of the local history curriculum and learned about the role that the 

Bembridge Heritage Homesite played in the history of Long Beach.

Here are some of the comments from the teachers:

“You have made the house feel so welcoming—it is truly a unique 
experience just to be here.”

“I thoroughly enjoyed my visit!  I would love to bring my class for a tour.” 

“This is a wonderful project and is a fabulous gift to the children  
of Long Beach.”

“I’m glad to see such a beautiful house in my students’ neighborhood 
with so much history!”

“Wonderful tour today—very interesting stories.”

“You have done a wonderful job  
bringing history alive.”

“Beautifully done!   
We’ll definitely be back!” 

“Amazing part of history!”

“Great field trip!”
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Another reason for special emphasis on 
outdoor living is the beneficial effect it 
has upon life within the house itself. A ter-
race outside a living room extends the liv-
ing beyond the walls of the house. Even 
when weather will not permit use of the 
outdoor area, it seems to make the inside 
room larger both visually and emotionally. 
A terrace connected with a living room is a 
wide avenue of escape, removing all feel-
ing of living closed in.

Greg and Anna-Karin’s home has an open 
plan where the space of the living, din-
ing, and kitchen areas flows together. The 
structural elements, posts, beams, and 
rafters, are visible in the interior, which ap-
pears spacious because of its openness. 
The Kights have done a superb restoration 
that was featured in CA Modern magazine 
and on television in “Weekend Warriors.”

Another refurbished historic structure that 
will receive an award is Rose Towers, lo-
cated at 1728 East 3rd Street. It contains 
20 five-room apartments, now converted 
into condominiums, and was built at a 
cost of $120,000 in 1928. The architect was 
George D. Riddle, who designed a num-

ber of picturesque revival style apartments 
and single family dwellings in Long Beach 
in the late twenties and early thirties. He 
also planned the Art Deco Building on Elm 
Avenue in 1930 and Franklin Junior High 
School in 1933-36. Riddle was the staff ar-
chitect for the Monarch Construction Com-
pany, which built Rose Towers. The units 
are placed around a lushly landscaped 
courtyard with Spanish Revival details, 
such as red tiled roofs, corbel tables, and 
a fountain. The home owners’ association 
repaired or replaced damaged wooden 
elements, tiles, and casement windows, as 
well as stucco walls. They have sensitively 
restored one of the city’s loveliest historic 
structures.

A fourth preservation award goes to the 
Clock Office Building at 4077 Long Beach 
Boulevard that was constructed in 1956. The 
present owner, Brent Dunn, has maintained 
the architectural integrity of this ell-shaped 
building that wraps around a landscaped 
patio. A concrete bridge leads across the 
garden to a glass-walled façade that al-
lows the interior to merge with the site. De-
signed by Killingsworth, Brady and Smith, 
the Clock Building originally cost $45,000 
and has visible post and beam construc-
tion. Dunn’s restoration effort has contrib-
uted to the resurgence of one of the major 

commercial corridors in Bixby Knolls.

The Masonic Temple Lofts at 835 Locust 
Avenue will receive an award for adaptive 
reuse of an historic structure. Built in 1927-
28, the York Rite Masonic Temple was de-
signed by the firm of Parker O. Wright and 
Francis H. Gentry. Gentry was the only ar-
chitect ever elected mayor of Long Beach. 
The neoclassical limestone façade of the 
Temple has fluted Doric columns and a 
pediment and the lobby has stenciled mo-
tifs that have been preserved. Wright and 
Gentry also designed the Scottish Rite Ca-
thedral on Locust Avenue in 1925-26; the 
Compton Masonic Temple in 1927; and 
the Spanish Renaissance revival Camp-
bell Apartments on Linden Avenue of 1927. 
HKS and Trimark Pacific Homes have cre-
ated 50 lofts both within the old Temple 
and in additions on either side of it. These 
new wings create courtyards that add to 
the pleasant ambiance of the dwellings.

Todd and Cathy Smith will receive an award 
for the addition to their home at 17 Savona 
Walk in Naples which is compatible with 
the original structure of 1905. It was built as 
a sales office for the Naples development, 
but was converted into a dwelling by 1909. 
The 1,200 square foot residence was en-
larged to 2,900 square feet and the new 

Gala Awards 
cont’d from page 1

(Left to Right) Rose Towers, built 1928; Masonic Temple, built 1927-28
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construction was built over an unfortunate 
earlier addition. Randell Makinson, former 
Director of the Gamble House in Pasa-
dena, designed the new portion of the 
Smiths’ home to complement the original 
pergola and wood framed French doors. 
This new construction has walls faced with 
both stucco and clapboards and focuses 
on the garden space, which is visible from 
many of the rooms.

A cultural resource merit award will go to 
Stan Poe, the President of Long Beach Heri-
tage, for his book, Naples, The First Century, 
published in 2005. Stan delineates the his-
tory of Naples Island and its architecture 
in this volume that is replete with both vin-
tage and contemporary photographs of 
events and buildings. The book is based 
on original research conducted in part 
at the Huntington Library. Naples, The First 
Century is an important contribution to the 

literature about the history of Long Beach.

Another merit award will be presented to 
the Neighbors of Rancho Los Cerritos, an 
informal group that educates residents 
about the rich history of their neighbor-
hood. They are responsible for organizing 
several home tours and a centennial cele-
bration of the founding of Los Cerritos. The 
Craftsman Village Focus Group will also 
receive a merit award for educating local 
residents about historic preservation and 
restoration. It publishes newsletters and 
pamphlets about preservation in such di-
verse languages as Spanish, Cambodian, 
and Vietnamese and provides multilingual 
welcome packets to new home owners in 
the neighborhood.

An award presented in association with 
the Long Beach Design Forum, organized 
by local architects to improved the qual-
ity of the built environment in the city, will 

be given to the developer HCDM for three 
contemporary buildings on Long Beach 
Boulevard. The office structure at 3777 
Long Beach Boulevard was originally con-
structed in 1959, but recently redesigned 
by Josh Schweitzer with a glass curtain 
wall and open concrete panels at the cor-
ner. The ground story garage has geomet-
ric piers that complement these elements. 
Another building at 3918 Long Beach Bou-
levard has a glass clerestory below pro-
jecting eaves and a skylight above the 
entrance. The third structure is located at 
3774 Long Beach Boulevard.

Please read the individual articles in this is-
sue of the newsletter for further information 
about the Preservationist of the Year and 
the President’s Award. Be sure to mark the 
date of the Long Beach Heritage Awards 
Benefit on your calendars because it is an 
event that you will not want to miss.

(Clockwise from Top Left) Norton/Myint House, built 1907; HCDM, detail view of contemporary building; Clock Office Building, built 1956; Kight’s Cliff May Rancho, built 1954; 
Todd and Cathy Smith residence, addition to a home built in 1905.



LBH Membership
Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting 
public knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, 
neighborhoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st 
each year

Name _____________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ Zip _________________

Telephone ________________________________________________

 Call me with information on how I can participate in LBH as a volunteer 

 Heritage Friend		   $ 45

 Heritage Student/Senior	  $ 30

 Heritage Household	  $ 75

 Heritage Preservationist	  $100

 Heritage Contributor	  $250

 Heritage Patron		   $500

 New member ________________ 

Make your check payable to:
Long Beach Heritage 

PO Box 92521
Long Beach 90809

Telephone/Fax 562-493-7019

e-mail: preservation@lbheritage.org 

web site: lbheritage.org

Post Office Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809-2521
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website: http://www.lbheritage.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Jan. 30		  LBH Board 
Meeting

Feb. 15	 Awards Benefit

Feb. 27	 LBH Executive 
Committee

Mar. 27	 LBH Board Meeting

April 28		  May Day at 
Bembridge House

May 20	 Great Homes Tour


