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Long Beach Heritage will hold

lege, Karen has dedicated

district to promote plaques for significant

its most important fundraiser

decades of her life to historic

homes and the organization also lobbied

of the year on February 26

preservation in Long Beach.

the city for special street signs that desig-

beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the

She bought a home in the

nated the boundaries of the area.

Grand Salon of the Queen

newly designated California

In 1999 Cal Heights representatives

Mary, a historic landmark

Heights Historic District in 1990

conceived of the idea to restore the original

Art Moderne ocean liner.

because the historic status

street lights and the first one, in front of a

Before the sit-down dinner,

of the neighborhood was

home on tour, was lit on Olive Avenue in

served at elegantly deco-

extremely important to her.

2000. Today, 284 lampposts later, the project

By 1992 Karen began

rated tables, guests will have

working on the revival of

the opportunity to bid on
desirable items from the silent
auction and buy drinks from

Karen Highberger

is nearing completion. Karen wrote many
successful grant proposals and has overseen

Cal Heights and the

the restoration project for 12 years. These

Atlantic Avenue corridor.

street lights really add to the character of
the historic district.

the no-host bar. Make sure that you arrive

This entailed helping with early events, such

early to peruse the auction tables and bid

as a holiday decoration contest and letter

on your favorite restaurant meals, vacation

writing campaigns to entice new businesses

Long Beach Cultural Heritage Commission

getaways, and antique objets d’art. Guests

to the area. In 1997, she and other stalwarts

(CHC). Appointed in 2004, when Layne

at the banquet will receive complimentary

organized the first California Heights Home

Johnson was chair, Karen was retained by

parking (stamped at the front table) as well.

Tour in conjunction with Long Beach Heri-

Mayor Foster when the commission was

tage. The tour proceeds were earmarked for

reconfigured. She was elected chair in 2010

been selected as Preservationist of the Year.

such projects as the Cal Heights mural and

and during her tenure she not only oversaw

A product of St. Lucy’s Grammar School, St.

informational kiosks at two locations in the

the approval of some important projects,

Anthony’s High School, and Brooks Col-

district. Cal Heights was also the first historic

Hometown girl, Karen Highberger, has

Karen is an invaluable member of the

(Continued on page 2)

Houghton Park Buildings Facing Demolition
The Houghton family donated three acres of
land for a lovely park in North Long Beach
in 1924 and in 1927 the city bought 25 additional acres from them. That year the Native
Sons of the Golden West planted trees in
the new park. In 1930 a Spanish Revival style
clubhouse with Moorish inspired exterior
details was built for public programs in the
park. An article in the Long
Beach Argus printed on
August 1, 1930 stated that
it was “one of the most
beautiful buildings of its size
and kind in the city.” It was
designed by George W. Ferris,
who was an architectural
designer working in the City
Engineer’s office. This picturesque example of early twentieth century
period revival construction has asymmetrical massing, recessed entrance porch with
carved wooden posts topped by Moorish

In 1930 architect George

Photos by Louise Ivers

By Louise Ivers

W. Ferris designed the
Spanish Revival style
clubhouse (right). In
1959, the Long Beach
firm of John Duffy and
Leo Dreher added the
recreation building
(below) to the complex

style capitals
(called zapatas)
on the east
façade (a similar
one on the west side of the building has
unfortunately been walled in); windows with
elaborate mixtilinear (having many angles
and curves) lintels; and auxiliary porches

with round arched doorways (on the east
side a column with a cushion capital is seen
as well). Moorish style wooden brackets on
the exterior support projecting eaves and
a terra cotta tile roof originally covered the
structure. The Houghton Park clubhouse
contains an auditorium complete with a
(Continued on page 7)
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The Jennie Reeve
House (left) was
designed by Charles
and Henry Greene.
Streamline Moderne
Apartment House
built in 1938 (left) on
East First Street.

but also the approval of

The first Masonic

Pasadena architects who built exquisitely

the Historic Preservation

Temple (right)

detailed homes in the California Crafts-

element and the Adap-

constructed in Long

man style, the Reeve home has a shingled

tive Reuse Ordinance.
Continuing as a member

Beach on Pine

exterior, wide eaves with exposed rafters, a

Avenue in 1903.

hooded entrance with knee braces, and a

of the CHC, she promot-

central chimney constructed of arroyo cob-

ed the reinstatement of

bles. When the house was moved in 1927

the Mills Act and the re-

to its present location, it received a sympa-

establishment of the city

thetic addition by Henry Greene. Ted Wells

landmark program. If all

bought the building in 2004 after a previous

of these activities were not enough to keep

Beach ultimately benefits from an active

owner had cannibalized the interior, remov-

her busy, Karen is also an active member of

preservation and adaptive reuse policy. She

ing all of the original pieces of furniture and

the Long Beach Heritage advocacy com-

has dedicated countless hours to making

light fixtures. He and his team have pains-

mittee in her role as Historic District and CHC

sure that our city is a vibrant entity with well-

takingly recreated all of these elements, as

liaison. She has been the motivating force

utilized historic resources. Her multitudinous

well as interior doors and paneling, using

behind the recent city-wide Historic District

volunteer endeavors make her an excellent

the same materials that the Greenes would

meetings, which provide a forum for local

choice for Preservationist of the Year.

have employed over 100 years ago. Ted has

leaders to solve shared problems and speak

Eight other awards will be presented

continuously been working on the Reeve

to people who have completed successful

house since he acquired the property, not

projects during the past year. The Jennie

only on the residence itself, but also on the

to historic preservation daily. Both she and

Reeve house, which was moved from Cedar

landscaping of the grounds.

her husband, Lou Gaudio, have businesses

Avenue to Pine Avenue and later to Country

that specialize in home renovation: Karen

Club Drive, will receive a preservation/resto-

be given to the first Masonic Temple con-

Highberger Interior Design and Omnicraft

ration award. Designed in 1903 and finished

structed in Long Beach on Pine Avenue in

Enterprises, Inc. Karen believes that Long

in 1904 by Charles and Henry Greene, stellar

1903. Designed by Henry Fletcher Starbuck,

with a united voice.
Karen demonstrates her dedication

A preservation/rehabilitation award will

Doug & Rochelle

RE/MAX Real Estate
SpecialiStS

562-627-1001
Realtors with a passion for architecture.

SoCalModern.com
RanchoStyle.com
CalBungalow.com
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The Dolly Varden Hotel

landmark in 1995. Today the Dolly Varden is

and sign on Pacific

a European boutique style hotel with refur-

Avenue (below) built

bished and well furnished rooms (complete

by L. F. Dolly in 1929.

with private baths!)
The recently refurbished girls’ bedroom
and back hallway at the historic Rancho Los
Alamitos will receive a restoration award.
The adobe ranch house was originally constructed around 1834 by Juan Jose Nieto,
altered by Abel Stearns after 1842, and
enlarged by its next owner, John Bixby, after
he bought it in 1881. Over the past 20 years,
Refurbished girls’
bedroom at the
historic Rancho Los
Alamitos (above).

the Rancho Los Alamitos Foundation has
steadily removed contemporary interventions and restored the majority of the home.
Since the back hallway is located where visitors first enter the ranch house, its ambience
and credibility are especially important
to setting the atmosphere for public tours
of the building. Katherine Bixby originally
slept in the girls’ bedroom and later it was
Deborah’s room. This area of the house was
severely deteriorated, but now it is completely restored to its original aspect.

Brown’s Court (right)

Brown’s Court Apartments on Colorado

designed by local archi-

Street will also receive a restoration award.

tect Joseph Roberts built

Designed by local architect Joseph Roberts,

in 1922 by contractor

who was known for his marvelously detailed

Raymond Mussetter.

the first architect of note to open an office

house from 1938 on East First Street will

in this city, it has Gothic Revival and Panel

receive another restoration award. Owner

Brick style elements characteristic of the

Marsha Naify rescued this building from slow

turn of the century. Various Masonic symbols

decline and misguided “updates.” Certain

were originally placed in the triple gables,

original details were lost to remodeling in the

including the square and compass, which

1970s, including a stucco exterior that was

remains in the central one. The Temple

glaringly incorrect in texture. The façade of

was the largest and most costly building in

the building now has an appropriate finish,

Long Beach when it opened and had a

which complements the curving corners

store on the ground floor, eight offices on

and streamlined details. The bathrooms and

the second story, and an auditorium with a

kitchens have period appropriate fixtures

wooden vaulted ceiling supported by trusses,

and doors, floors, and moldings throughout

columns along the walls, stenciling, and a

the structure are now characteristic of the

mystical sunrise mural on the east side of

late thirties. This rehabilitated apartment

the room. Co-owners Kurt Schneiter and

home has become a shining contributor to

Scott Hamilton worked closely with project

the Bluff Park Historic District.

manager Jan Van Dijs, architect Jonathan

Still another award for preservation/

Glasgow, and contractor Jason Stewart to

rehabilitation will go to the Dolly Varden

reverse the many additions and alterations

Hotel and sign on Pacific Avenue. Built by

to the Masonic Temple over the years. They

L. F. Dolly in 1929 and restored by current

returned the stairway to its original posi-

owner, Larry Black, the building had “a bath

tion, where it first led Masons to their offices

in every room” (according to the sign on the

and auditorium on the second floor. They

roof), which was considered to be high class

maintained the warm tones of the stained

in the Jazz Age. According to local legend,

Douglas fir floors, large window frames, and

Dolly Varden was an eccentric circus per-

raised stage in the Great Hall. The restora-

former from San Jose who hoarded jewels.

tion of the building includes updated ADA

The hotel was reputedly built for her and

access, but does not detract from the

she lived on the top floor. The eye-catching

historic features.

neon sign was placed atop the brick build-

A Streamline Moderne apartment

ing in 1935 and became a Long Beach

revival style buildings of the late twenties and
early thirties, Brown’s Court was constructed
in 1923 by contractor Raymond Mussetter. The latter was the brother-in-law of the
proprietor, Mrs. Luke Brown. Current owners,
Leslie and Randy Arrington, have spent the
last several years breathing new life into this
property. They have beautifully renovated
this six-unit Spanish Revival complex, capitalizing on its rich history and wonderful charm.
The original floor plans of the apartments
were efficiently designed, opening onto the
court for natural lighting. All interior details
have been meticulously restored and period
appropriate hardware has been added to
the built-in elements.
A restoration/rehabilitation award will
be presented to the Press-Telegram building
at Pine Avenue and Sixth Street. Designed
by “the dean of Long Beach architects,”
W. Horace Austin, and completed in 1925,
the structure was built after the two Long
Beach newspapers, the Press and the Daily
Telegram merged in 1924. In 2005 the PressTelegram sold it and plans to erect twin 22
story towers over the original building were
proposed by the new owner. However, this
project which would have overwhelmed the
streetscape was scuttled after the structure
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Paloma Centenial

celebration of their three block area, which

Celebration

was held on November 3, 2013. Most of the

invitation (left).

houses were built in the teens and twenties and many retain their original details.
Each homeowner researched his/her own
residence, uncovering physical changes
and finding former owners and tenants.
Organizers Jeff Mallin, Marco Pizzo, and
Michele Fricke collected all of the data into
an illustrated pamphlet and Maureen Neeley gave a lecture and led a tour of about
100 people through the various homes. At
a potluck dinner afterward, current and

Press-Telegram

former residents swapped remembrances

Building (above)

and photographs. It was a memorable day

at Pine Avenue

for the neighborhood, which is located in

and Sixth Street.

sat empty for several years. Then John and

ated a black stone border in the lobby to

Michelle Molina, proprietors of Millworks,

bring this portion of the building back to its

envisioned its potential as office space.

original glory. Today the façade of the Press-

Millworks removed aluminum louvers and

Telegram building is a great example of the

layers of paint to reveal classical brackets

power of preservation.

and rosettes, many of which had to be

Last, but not least, the Paloma Avenue

the Bluff Park Historic District.
All of the nine awards to be given at
the Long Beach Heritage Benefit in February are not only well deserved, but also
important to historic preservation in our city.
Be sure to reserve your tickets as soon as you
receive your invitation in the mail because

recast, on the exterior. They uncovered the

neighborhood will receive an interpretive

tables sell out quickly. The Awards Banquet is

original marble floor and ceiling and recre-

exhibit award for the hundredth birthday

our most popular event of the year.

Winter Bembridge News
By Chris Hogan
The theme at the Bembridge House the last
few months (in fact, throughout the year)
has been diversity — diversity in people and
purposes. Hundreds of visitors from across
the Southland came to the House for all
kinds of reasons. Of course, there’s Victorian
Christmas, our hugely-attended holiday
showstopper event, and the December
tours on Tuesdays and Saturdays. The local
charity, Love in the Mirror, held its Holiday
Toy Give-away for deserving children in the
Carriage House for the second time. The
House hosted many meetings, parties, and
even a women’s mini-conference. Another
magical wedding reception, complete
with sparkling lights and a dance floor in
Pepper Tree Court, took place in November. The Bembridge House was filmed and
featured on LA-area television stations
again. Definitely the most elaborate use
of the property was as the setting for the

lights, sound equipment, a 75-foot crane,

chivists, the collections specialists, the grant

countless props, food trucks, and trailers

writers, the quilters, the holiday decorators

surrounding the site — exciting! (Sadly, I had

from Long Beach’s historic neighborhoods,

to sign a non-disclosure statement, so I can’t

the Victorian Christmas helpers, and the

say much more about the commercial,

operating committee members. As always,

but watch for a pest control ad airing on

everybody has been unbelievably hard-

TV starting in January.) So many reasons for

working! I must acknowledge each volun-

people to come to the House — I know I’m

teer again for such magnanimity. Thank you,

not exaggerating when I say that everyone

thank you, thank you, Bembridge House

who visited it loved the Bembridge House!

Volunteers — you are appreciated!

In early January, the House hosts a
Thank You Dinner for the scores of people
who volunteer their
time there during
the year. It’s only
a simple gesture
of gratitude — the
Bembridge House
couldn’t function
without the help
and support of
all its volunteers!
There are so many

first-ever national commercial filmed in the

people to thank —

House! Besides the technicians, production

the docents, the

staff, cast, and crew, there were cameras,

gardeners, the ar-
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2014 was another incredible year for
the Bembridge House. Happy 2015!

General Meeting to Be Held on Sunday, February 1
Long Beach Heritage will hold a general

tute. Also currently on view at the UAM are

it on your dashboard. Enter the campus

meeting on February 1 from 2:00 to 4:00

“A Better Nectar” by Jessica Rath, a group

p.m. at the CSU Long Beach University

show titled “Consumed,” and “MOCA 8”

from Atherton Boulevard onto Merriam Way.

Art Museum. Curatorial staff will present a

from the permanent collection. The lecture

multimedia show about the history of the

and exhibitions promise to provide an excit-

California International Sculpture Symposium

ing and informative program that should be

that took place on the campus in 1965 and

of interest to Long Beach Heritage mem-

resulted in the installation of nine monumen-

bers.

tal modern pieces, which remain on site. The

Parking for the LBH general Meeting is

Parking Structure 1 is directly adjacent to
the Pyramid and you should park as close
as possible to the south end of the building.
Exit the parking structure on the east side
and walk south toward the University Art
Museum, which will be on your left, opposite
the College of Business. A campus map can

exhibit, “Far Sited,” explores the Sculpture

in Parking Structure 1. You must purchase a

Symposium and the recent conservation of

parking pass for $5.00 at one of the yellow

be downloaded from http://daf.csulb.edu/

the art works, supported by the Getty Insti-

kiosks located in all CSULB lots and display

maps/parking/index/html

Quarterly Meeting with Development Services
By Tami Dowgiewicz and
Maureen Neeley
Cheryl Perry, President of Long Beach
Heritage, and Maureen Neeley, member of
the advocacy committee, met with Amy
Bodek, Director of Long Beach Development Services, on November 24 in order to
discuss issues that may potentially impact
preservation efforts in our city. One issue
that was discussed was the new preservation planner position in the Development
Services Department. Bodek noted that a
new recruitment description was devised for
this civil service position of Preservation Planner, Level III. Development Services is hopeful that the selection process will be nearing
completion by February 2015. Long Beach
Heritage has been invited to participate in
the recruitment and selection process.
Another pressing issue discussed was
the code violations that have been occurring in historic districts. Bodek stated that
Development Services is committed to hiring
a code enforcement officer for the TuesdaySaturday shift. Illegal renovations and window change-outs have plagued our historic
districts on the weekends. Soon there will be
a Saturday officer with a dedicated phone
line for on-site review and citations. Another
topic of discussion was the updated design
guidelines for historic districts which will be
completed by spring 2015. At that time, the
city’s Municipal Code will be amended to
create fines for property owners for permit
violations and failure to obtain a Certificate
of Appropriateness for proposed work.
The buildings located in Houghton Park
were also a topic of discussion. Councilmember Rex Richardson in the 9th District
is currently working with Parks, Recreation

and Marine to “upgrade” Houghton Park.

old Long Beach Courthouse appears immi-

Current plans call for the potential demoli-

nent. This excellent example of mid-century

tion of the unprotected historic structure, the

architecture was designed by Kenneth Wing

Houghton Park Clubhouse. The city commissioned a Historic Resources Report of the
Clubhouse and Annex, which Long Beach
Heritage believes to be eligible for historic
landmark status. Members of Long Beach
Heritage, the Historical Society of Long
Beach and North Long Beach residents
have joined forces to advocate for the
restoration and reuse of this unique treasure
in North Long Beach.
The group examined recommendations
for revision to the Cultural Heritage Ordinance as well. Bodek noted that Development Services commissioned a review of
the city’s Cultural Heritage Ordinance to
make it more manageable. This report is
currently in draft form and available on the
Development Services website. It covers the
designation process for landmarks and historic districts and procedures for Certificates

and Francis Heusel and erected in 1958 –
1960. Long Beach Heritage, numerous local
and state preservation organizations, and
individuals responded to the DEIR, which
concluded demolition will result in significant
cultural loss, as the courthouse is eligible
for both state and local historic landmark
status. Long Beach Heritage is asking that
the building be adaptively reused within
the Civic Center project. Barring that, Long
Beach Heritage is asking for more meaningful mitigation than the standard Historic
American Buildings Survey documentation.
The Mills Act was again reviewed during
the meeting. With the full support of the
Cultural Heritage Commission, Development
Services, historic districts, property owners
and Long Beach Heritage, review of the Mills
Act in Long Beach is finally nearing comple-

of Appropriateness, applications, and fees.

tion. By the time this newsletter is published,

Long Beach Heritage is asking for clarifica-

the fiscal impact of a revised Mills Act should

tion about various aspects of the ordinance,

have been presented to City Council.

such as treatment
of non-conforming
properties in historic districts and
ability to landmark
signs and thematic
groups of non-contiguous properties.
The topic of
the courthouse
was also discussed.
Bodek alluded
to the fact that
demolition of the
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Membership Report —
 December 2014
Preservationist members and above
Benefactor
The Ackerman Family
RMS Queen Mary
Sustainer
Kevin & Ana Maria McGuan
Melinda Roney & Walter Wojak
Associate
Bob & Nancy Latimer
Patron
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Kathleen Bursley
Rick & Bradley Hobbs-Seeley
Marsha Jeffer
Geraldine Knatz
Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
Terry & Anna Ulaszewski
Contributor
Lynn Brandt
Betty Chaney
Dawna & Gary DeLong
Liz Handley
James Hayes & Cathy Keig
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers & Allen Guerrero
Betty Mitchell
Maureen Neeley & Dan Roberts
Cheryl & Mark Perry
David Shlemmer

Betty Sunofsky
Marlene Temple
Preservationist
Fran Abdoo
Sarah & Craig Arnold
Leslie Arrington
Barbara Barnes
Jill Anne Black
Barbara Blackwell
Barry & Kathy Blodgett
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Susan Bradley & Richard Barta
David Breiholz
Kaye Briegel
Bobbi Burket
Claudine & Paul Burnett
Enid Busser
Carheine Campion
Karen & Dick Clements
Sherry Cragg
Vicki & James Cunningham
Nanette Dahlen-wan
Edna Dickson
Tami & Kevin Dowgiewicz
Paul Dusckett
Judy Edson
Robert Elkins
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Kristi Fischer &
Joe Vanderhorst
Kathie Fry

Janice Furman
Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
Kathryn Gregory & Richard Roth
Joan Gustafson
Steffie Hands
Rchard Harbaugh
Larry Harma & Sharon Reece
Terry & Jeanne Harmon
Wendy Harn & Sasha Witte
Karen Highberger & Lou Gaudio
Harriett Ibbetson
Jeffrey Jeannette
Dan & Christine Jurenka
Harvey Keller
Rosemarie Kimmerle
Mary Klingensmith
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Ruthann Lehrer
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Kimberly Littlejohn & Travis Hearn
Bonnie Lowenthal
Tom & Gina Rushing Maguire
Michele Marek
Tom & Elaine Marks
Carol McCafferty
Janeice McConnell
John & Dianne McGinnis
Kelly Sutherlin McLeod
Mary Nan Meyer
Liz & Harry Minor
John & Marky Morel

Riichard Mosely
Marion Nickle
Meg O’Toole
Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin
Sharon & Ken Pleshek
Tim & Maria Price
Marshall Pumphrey
& Roxanne Fitzgerald
Patricia Randolph
Catherine Raneri
Gary Roderick
Christy & Gary Roeber
John Royce & Kent Lockart
Heather Schaible
Janice & Bary Schlieder
Neil Schneider & Dwight Cook
Norbert Schurer & Susan Carlile
Iris & Dick Schutz
Pamela Seager
Patricia Sillerman
Renee Simon
Ralph Simonian
Dr. Matthew Sloan
Jean Bixby Smith
Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
Michael Stugrin
Jan & Kirstin VanDijs
John & Patricia Walker
Joan Wells
Sharon Westafer
Linda & Morgan Wheeler

Silent Auction Items Needed
Long Beach Heritage is looking for donations of items to be offered at our Silent Auction during the Annual Awards Benefit on February 26.
This is an opportunity for you to show your support of Long Beach Heritage and to promote your business or your favorite hair salon or restaurant.
We also welcome donations of small antique items and monetary contributions. All donors’ names will be included on the display boards, as well
as in the Auction Recap which will be distributed to Benefit attendees. Donations are tax deductible.
Please mail gift certificates with completed forms before January 31 to: Mary Ellen Mitchell, 2424 Ostrom Avenue,
Long Beach CA 90815. Bring larger items to Mary Ellen’s house or ask her to pick them up. Call Mary Ellen at (626) 353-5765 or
email her at LBHAuction@aol.com if you need further information.
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Houghton Park Buildings Facing Demolition

(Continued from page 1)

raised stage framed by a raised molding,

United Nations, Dr. Jose Friago, spoke about

portion of the original Spanish style club-

recessed arches with painted heraldic motifs

politics in his native country of Brazil. During

along the walls, and a ceiling with elabo-

the 1950s annual Labor Day fairs complete

house, but they definitely plan to destroy the

rately carved wooden beams and trusses.

with beauty queens were held at Houghton

The Argus article said that “decorated walls

Park and the North Long Beach Women’s

and beams add considerable beauty to the

Club put on numerous floral shows in the

room.” The auditorium decoration remains

clubhouse. These were just some of the

intact, with the exception of stenciled motifs

events associated with the rich history of the

on the walls flanking the stage (that could

Houghton Park buildings.

possibly be uncovered). The original wrought

In 1946 local architect Harold Wildman

iron chandeliers have also been replaced

designed another structure with American

by fluorescent lights.

Colonial Revival fanlight windows that

George William Ferris was born in Truro,

enclosed a courtyard to the west of the

1946 and 1959 buildings.
The Parks and Recreation Department
commissioned a historical resource report
by Galvin Preservation Associates (GPA) in
October 2014 which states that the periods
of significance for Houghton Park span
the years 1896 to 1927, before any of the
buildings were constructed. Therefore, GPA
assumes that they have no historical importance whatsoever. GPA also concludes that
none of the architects associated with the

England in 1883 and lived in the city of Lon-

earlier clubhouse. This one-story building has

don in 1901, when he probably was studying

an elaborate wooden doorway influenced

engineering and architecture. He and

by east coast Georgian architecture and

his wife, Carolyn, immigrated to Canada,

brick veneered walls. A recreation build-

where their son, Robert, was born. Ferris

ing for Jordan High School students by the

came to Long Beach in 1921 and his wife

Long Beach firm of John Duffy and Leo

and son followed him the next year. George

Dreher was added to the complex in 1959.

intact character-defining details found both

W. Ferris had an office in the Commercial

Designed in a Mid-Century Modern mode,

outside and inside. It is similar in style to the

Building at 546 Pine Avenue in 1922 and,

it has horizontal bands of glass windows on

according to the Southwest Builder and

the east and west elevations; a post and

Bixby Park Band Shell, which dates from 1927

Contractor, designed a bungalow court in

beam motif framing the entrance on the

Long Beach at that time. He was listed in

east side; a wide overhang on the west

the 1922 Polk Directory as an architectural

(patio) façade; brick veneer and large

and engineering designer and by 1923 he

vertical windows on the north end; and a

was working as an architect for the city of

gabled roof. This portion of the structure is

Long Beach. In 1931 he designed a grand

an excellent example of Southern California

esplanade approach to the new City Au-

modern architecture. Duffy and Dreher also

ditorium, but this was not constructed due

designed the Wilson High School canteen in

to lack of funds. In the 1932 Polk Directory

Recreation Park in 1956, a similar Mid-Centu-

Ferris was listed as a civil engineer working in

ry Modern building, but with less interesting

his home and in 1943 he was employed by

details.

the J. H. Davies Company, which became

All of these buildings have been al-

design of the clubhouse and its additions
contributed structures of merit to the city of
Long Beach.
The 1930 clubhouse/auditorium is an
architecturally significant structure with

and was recently refurbished (and may also
be the work of Ferris). The Alamitos Branch
Library of 1928 on East Third Street is another
beautiful building with elegant Spanish Revival motifs designed by the City Engineer’s
office (presumably by Ferris). Long Beach
Heritage has recently nominated it for City
Landmark status.
It is this author’s opinion that the entire
Houghton Park clubhouse should be saved
and restored to its former glory. Although
it was constructed during three different
decades, none of the earlier portions were

the James R. Bole Engineering Company in

lowed to fall into disrepair due to lack of

1953. Ferris continued to work for Bole until

maintenance and their exteriors, in par-

his death in 1955. Although he seems to

ticular, need some tender loving care.

have been primarily an engineer, George

Former Councilman Steve Neal and pres-

Ferris was also a talented architectural

ent Councilman Rex Richardson want to

and historical significance in the city of Long

designer, which can be seen in the atten-

demolish the buildings and replace them

Beach.

tion he paid to the detail and massing of the

with new ones. On

Houghton Park clubhouse.

September 23 the

From 1933 to 1935 the newly formed

drastically modified to accommodate the
new ones. The clubhouse/recreation center
represents several periods of architectural

Long Beach City

Jordan High School, which had no buildings

Council awarded

yet, conducted classes in the Houghton

a $1,300,000 con-

Park clubhouse. Many community picnics,

tract to Studio Pali

municipal band concerts, and meetings of

Feketi Architects of

local clubs were held in the park in the thir-

Culver City to hold

ties. During the forties United States Infantry

meetings soliciting

soldiers were encamped in barracks at

community input

the park, which were later used as a teen

for the design of

canteen for Jordan High School students.

a new recreation

In 1953 the North Long Beach Council of

center. These

Republican Women had a box supper

architects may

in the clubhouse and a delegate to the

decide to save a
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Calendar

LBH Membership

Volunteer Party at
Bembridge		

January 6

LBH Board		

January 26

Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education and advocacy group promoting public
knowledge and preservation of significant historic and architectural resources, neighborhoods and the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Dues are due on May 1st each year.

General Meeting-CSULB

February 2

LBH Executive Board

February 23

Awards Benefit		

February 26

LBH Board		

March 23

Loft Walk			TBD
Great Homes Tour		

June 7

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________

Walking Tours

Telephone______________________________________________________________________________

Downtown on the 3rd Saturday at 9 a.m.

 Call me with information on how I can
participate in LBH as a volunteer

East Village on the 2nd Saturday at 10 a.m.
Bembridge Tours — Every Tuesday & the
4th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30.

 Heritage Student/Senior $ 45

Make your check payable to:

Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Friend $ 60
 Heritage Household $ 75

Long Beach Heritage

Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers
Layout: John Lionel Pierce

P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach, CA 90809
Telephone: (562) 493-7019

 Heritage Preservationist $100

P.O. Box 92521

 Heritage Contributor $250

Long Beach, CA 90809

 Heritage Patron $500

Telephone/Fax (562) 493-7019

 Heritage Associate $750
 Heritage Sustainer $1,000

Email: preservation@lbheritage.org

 Heritage Benefactor $2,000

Website: www.lbheritage.org

 New member ______________________
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