
 Twenty-four years ago, Mary Kay  
Nottage was asked to take over the 
running of our small office. She likes 
to remind us that when she asked for 
a description of her duties, she was 
told simply, “Answer the phone and 
pick up the mail.” As the organization 
grew, so did the job, and because of 
her talent and intelligence, so did Mary 
Kay‘s influence. Soon her title had 
changed from Lady in the Office to  
Executive Director.
 As we prepare ourselves for  
losing her to a well-earned retirement, 
we share with you a letter to Mary Kay 
from past Heritage President and her 
good friend, Karen Clements. You 
will appreciate the view it provides of 
those many action-packed years. 
 I remember that job description: 
“Just pick up the mail and answer 
the phone.” And then, oversee the 
board and all committees and events,  
facilitate the Long Beach Heritage  
advocacy projects, such as the  
issues regarding the Navy Base and the  
shipyard closure, and all preservation 
issues arising day after day.

twenty-four years, eleven different  
presidents, changing boards, and many 
more responsibilities, you kept on 
making us look good. Thank you for your  
encouragement, listening, guidance,  
patience, and availability. We thank you  
for letting us laud you as our 2010  
Preservationist of the Year. We know you 
don’t relish being in the spotlight, but 
you kindly indulged us.
 Thank you for being you, 
Karen.
 Mary Kay, you will be missed!

 Thank you for getting us into the  
digital age with your facilitation of 
the website, Facebook page, and 
PayPal account. Thank you for  
designing and arranging the print-
ing of various invitations, programs, 
the newsletter, roster, and public  
relations information. Oh, then there 
was the annual Queen Mary awards  
benefit and your support of the perpetual  
benefit needs. You were always a  
conduit for all opinions and could be 
counted on to facilitate agreements. 
Whenever the ball was dropped, YOU 
were the one who picked it up.
 Thank you for adding the  
Bembridge Homesite needs to your  
expanding job description, and for your 
help in coordinating the escrow work, 
various grants, and monthly homesite 
committee meetings. The team of Mitchell 
and Nottage designed Peppertree Court, 
the handicap bathroom, and worked on  
elements in need of improvement within 
and without the house. Add to this the 
calling out for emergency help for surprise  
Bembridge tours, and the hefty task of 
supervising the annual Great Homes 
Tour events.
 The job description grew and 
grew and you kept giving of yourself - 
your gifts, skills, and talents. Through  

MARY KAY NOTTAGE RETIRES FROM LONG BEACH HERITAGE! 
by Bobbi Burket  
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Mary Kay with friends 
Western BBQ at the Bembridge House 2013  
This Place Matters” National Trust Campaign 2016
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 Our heritage is an essential part 
of our future. There is extensive  
research and data supporting this, and 
yet, there are setbacks. Significant  
places are neglected or demolished. 
The complete story is missing pieces.  
At times, it feels impossible to balance  
the discomfort of change with the  
necessity of progress. This is not easy 
work, but it is important and the reason 
our organization exists. The call to man-
age change to our built environment 
deeply resonates with me and I am here 

FROM SARAH LOCKE, OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
to work alongside you to accomplish this  
mission. 
 As exciting as it is to look forward 
to the opportunities ahead, I must first 
applaud the accomplishments of the  
organization and the twenty-four years 
of leadership that Mary Kay Nottage  
provided. There is a strong foundation 
on which to build the future of Long 
Beach Heritage and I am beyond grate-
ful to those who came before me.
 Our organization is built on the hard 
work of a dedicated group of volunteers, 
and that is exactly where I began my  
career in historic preservation. I joined 
the Los Angeles Conservancy more 
than a decade ago and was honored 
with two Volunteer Recognition Awards 
for my leadership role on the Modern  
Committee. I always had an appreciation 
for historic architecture, but my percep-
tion of what was “historic” changed as  
I considered the significance of the  
recent past and how to layer it with 
Southern California’s complex story. My 
work as a volunteer led to a graduate 
degree in Heritage Conservation from 
the University of Southern California 

School of Architecture and I became  
a founding board member of the South-
ern California chapter of Docomomo,  
an international organization dedicated 
to the documentation and conservation 
of the Modern Movement. 
 The future of this city relies on Long 
Beach Heritage to guide the continuous 
change that shapes our neighborhoods 
and impacts our historic resources.  
By honoring the past as a part of the 
process, the result is a more vibrant 
community that celebrates the unique-
ness of Long Beach. We have many 
great professional partners in our  
local community, and beyond, to help us  
accomplish this mission, but our mem-
bers will always be vital to our efforts. 
 You can look forward to new oppor-
tunities to get involved, learn about the 
built environment, and develop our vision 
for Long Beach. Your individual contri-
bution will help us achieve a diverse  
perspective and I invite each of you to 
an open dialogue with me and our Board 
of Directors as we strive to meet our  
mission. Feel free to email me at  
 slocke@lbhertiage.org. 

on a beautiful evening in the harbor.  
At the event, Long Beach Heritage 
President, Cheryl Perry and Rick  
Seeley, Vice-President of Development, 
announced an exciting new develop-
ment in the Mural Project. When the new 
home for the mural is established, Long 
Beach Heritage will design and produce 
a commemorative plaque honoring all 
those who donated to the preserva-
tion of the mural through a new special 
fundraising program. The plaque will be 
prominently installed at the mural’s new 
location.
 The Mural Project Preservation-
ists’ Circle offers Long Beach Heritage  
members and others the opportunity 
to have their name inscribed on this  
commemorative plaque. Donations can 
be made at the Admiral Level ($1,000 
or more), Commodore Level ($500), 
and Captain Level ($150). Each level of  
giving will have appropriate prominence 
on the plaque once it is designed.

 We are hoping this program puts 
us over the top in securing enough 
funds to remove, catalogue, and store 
the historic mural until its new home is  
located. This is an exciting opportunity 
to have your name or your family’s name 
inscribed on a beautiful marker that will 
be part of Long Beach history. Please 
consider joining the Preservationist  
Circle. There’s room for everyone! 
 Donations can be made online at 
lbheritage.org (scroll down on the front 
page) or by check. Make check payable 
to and send to LB Heritage, PO Box 
92521, Long Beach, CA 90809. 

PORT MURAL PROJECT, BE A PART OF LONG BEACH HISTORY
By Rick Seeley

 On August 2 Long Beach  
Heritage, in collaboration with the 
Port of Long Beach, held a successful  
fundraiser benefitting the Port Mural  
Project. The mural was manufactured 
by the Gladding McBean Company 
and installed on the Port building in 
1959. It measures 74 feet in width and 
tells the story of the discovery of San 
Pedro Bay by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo 
in 1542 through the development of 
the Port of Long Beach in 1959. 
 The mural is at great risk of  
being demolished along with the Port 
building if Long Beach Heritage is  
unable to raise the funds for its removal,  
cataloging, and storage until a new 
home can be found. Approximately 
$35,000 remains to be raised.
 The event on August 2 provided 
over 80 members with the opportunity 
for a personal, up close tour of the 
Port. Attendees enjoyed refreshments 
and appetizers as the tour took place 
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2018 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
By Chris Hogan

 At the July General Meeting, Joan  
Sasaki was awarded Volunteer of the 
Year! Joan has been a tireless docent 
at the Bembridge House for several 
years, as well as assisting in other ways 
around the House. If you have been to 
the House in the past few years, you 
have definitely seen Joan. She even 
served as a docent for the Great Homes 
Tour in June. 
 Here are Joan’s own words about 
being a volunteer and, as you will read, 

she is certainly a deserving recipient  
of our Volunteer of the Year Award!
 “As a child I lived in Long Beach 
and was drawn back to my roots. This 
encouraged me to visit the Bembridge 
House and become a volunteer. I have 
really enjoyed being a docent at the 
House for almost five years. Presently, 
I play Dorothy Rankin Bembridge during 
tours In the past, I have also portrayed 
Hazel Taylor Rankin, Dorothy’s mother.
 At Christmas time, I am the  
greeter outside the House. You might 
remember me by the large Victorian 
hat with ostrich feathers I wear and my 
riding crop helps to keep everyone in 
line! Last year for Victorian Christmas,  
I created the large nutcracker inside and  
provided some of the decorations 
for the outside back of the House in  
Pepper Tree Court. This year for the  
holidays, I am on the committee to deco-
rate the Second Parlor. It has been quite 
a challenge, but I have received so much 
pleasure from every bit of the planning.  
I also enjoyed crafting dozens of  

ornaments that were offered in the  
Garden Boutique in the Carriage House 
last year. Currently, I am designing and 
assembling new keepsake ornaments, 
which will specifically show off the  
Bembridge House.
 I was on the committee to revise 
and refresh the out-of-date Bembridge 
House Handbook for all the docents.  
I have also assisted in scheduling  
docents for our weekly and special-event 
tours. At Halloween, I dressed up as  
Moana to help hand out candy to the 
neighborhood children.
 Participating in the many activities 
available through Long Beach Heritage 
at the Bembridge House has truly been a 
wonderful experience for me. I hope my 
future volunteer years continue to be just 
as delightful as my past.”
 Because of that positive attitude 
and her countless hours of service, the  
Bembridge House and Long Beach  
Heritage are incredibly grateful to 
have Joan as such an inspiring and  
hard-working volunteer. 

NOMINATE PROJECTS 
FOR THE 2019 
PRESERVATION 
AWARDS BENEFIT
You are our eyes and ears!

• Have you noticed a great restoration? 

• Have you heard of a project that helps preserve Long Beach history?

• Are you aware of a recently completed project, a person, or firm that  

is making a positive impact on preservation efforts in Long Beach?

Please let us know by October 31, 2018! Our 31st Preservation  
Awards Benefit will take place on March 14, 2019.

Letting us know is easy! Simply email preservation@lbheritage.org,  
call (562) 493-7019, or write the LBH Office P.O. Box 92521, Long Beach,  
CA 90809 with your ideas and whatever identifying information you have. 
We will take it from there. 

If you are interested in the specific categories the jury uses to determine  
the awards, visit lbheritage.org and click on Awards/Nomination Form.

Chris Hogan gives the Volunteer of the Year award  
to Joan Sasaki

PORT MURAL PROJECT, BE A PART OF LONG BEACH HISTORY
By Rick Seeley

Photos from the August 2 Long Beach Port Tour Fundraiser 
for the Port Mural Project
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 The record-breaking temperatures 
in Long Beach this summer no doubt 
meant lower numbers of visitors to the 
Bembridge House. It was so hot inside 
that our Tuesday afternoon volunteers 
requested the purchase of a portable 
air conditioner, fans were simply not 
enough to beat the heat in July and 
August! Of course, the Operating Com-
mittee approved the purchase and the   
House will be ready for the next spell  
of hot weather.
 Yet the high temperatures didn’t 
cause the House to close. The  
Bembridge House continued with its 
regularly scheduled tours. There were 
also special tours for church and  
women’s groups, as well as three 
tours for bus loads of visitors (up to 54 
guests at the same time) from Orange  
County and San Diego. The House  
hosted another Historic Districts Meet-
ing, the annual Willmore City Heritage 
Association Potluck and Auction, and 
the emotional good-bye party for Mary 
Kay. At the end of September, the 
House was the setting for a Long Beach 
couple’s beautiful wedding reception.
 Custom curtains have been ordered 
for all of the downstairs front windows. 

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE SUMMER NEWS
By Chris Hogan

The new period-appropriate, lace-style 
curtains (in the off-white color “bisque”) 
will hang on solid brass rods attached 
by small brass rings. Unlike the sheer 
drapes that were used in the windows 
before, the new curtains can be drawn 
open and closed as needed. (Sadly  
because of the expense, we cannot  
have new curtains made for the upstairs 

and other downstairs windows at this 
time. But we were able to buy all the  
fabric necessary so that we can curtain 
the remainder of the House at a future 
time.) The new curtains will hopefully be 
installed in time for the Victorian Christ-
mas tours in December. Thanks very 
much to Karen Highberger for all her ex-
pertise and assistance with this project.
 Can it really be almost time for  
Victorian Christmas? Help! Yes, the 
Bembridge House always needs more 
volunteers in these coming months. 
 In November, the gardeners will be 
putting together lots of small succulent 
bowls for the Garden Boutique and any-
one can help by putting soil in the pots. 
Also in November, we decorate the 
House and Carriage House from top to 
bottom and the more hands the merrier! 
Then in December, we can certainly use  
additional people to docent. You only 
need to learn the Holiday custom for 
your room or be greeters to hand out 
cookies and lemonade. 
 If you can help out with these or 
any other projects at the Bembridge 
House, please feel free to contact me at  
(562) 493-7019. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
THE 23RD HISTORICAL CEMETERY TOUR 
The Historical Society of Long Beach hosts it’s annual cemetery tour on Saturday, October 27.  Beginning in 1995, 
the HSLB has conducted an annual living history tour at the city’s two oldest cemeteries. Long Beach Municipal 
Cemetery and Sunnyside Cemetery are “home” to more than 20,000 past residents of the area. Gates open at  
8:30 am, performances begins at 9 am and run through to 2:40 pm. Tickets available at www.hslb.org.

Wedding on the Bembridge House Patio 
Photo by Chris Hogan
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THREE VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS TOURS AT THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE

The Bembridge House is located  
at 953 Park Circle, Long Beach.

Dec 2:  11 am - 2 pm (Families invited)
Dec 7: 6 pm - 8 pm (Adults only)
Dec 14:  6 pm - 8 pm (Adults only)

 The enchantment of the Bembridge 
House Victorian Christmas returns! This 
year’s theme is “Victorian Christmas Far 
and Near.” Come marvel at the beauty 
of the decorations and enjoy learning 
about holiday traditions from around 
the globe as you tour the property. 
You will no doubt be dazzled by the  
creativity of the volunteer decorators  
from Long Beach’s Historic Neigh-
borhoods, Community Groups,  
and Heritage itself in their displays. 
 The traditional daytime event will 
be held on the first Sunday, December 
2 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Besides 
tours of the House, this family-orient-
ed day will include crafts for children, 

a visit from Santa, and refreshments.  
The South Coast Chorale will be singing 
carols for everyone to enjoy. 
 The two nighttime adults-only  
Victorian Christmas tours will be held on 
Friday, December 7 and 14 from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm. The evening setting is perfect 
to showcase the Bembridge House’s 
yuletide glow. The shiny sparkle of all the 
twinkling lights, the chandeliers, and the 
flickering candles are not to be missed! 
Bring friends so you can celebrate the 
season together with a cup or two of 
holiday wassail.
 Each year the Bembridge House 
gardeners and volunteers create a  
Garden Boutique in and around the  
Carriage House. The emphasis is on 
natural items. Small and large succu-
lent bowls, as well as beautifully hand-
crafted ornaments, wreaths, bird treats, 
and garden art are offered and are  

inexpensive. Everything at the Garden 
Boutique is unique and be sure to pick  
out a treasured keepsake for yourself  
or as a gift to someone special!  
 Space is limited, so reservations are 
required. Victorian Christmas is open to 
all members and guests. Reservations 
for the December 2 Christmas Tour are 
$15. Reservations for the two nighttime  
December 7 and 14 Christmas Tours 
are $20. You can make a reservation 
at www.lbheritage.org, just click on the 
Events page. Hope to see you and your 
family and friends in December!

Photos on this page by Chris Hogan



MEMBERSHIP REPORT: SEPTEMBER 2018
Thank you to the following Preservationist Members and above: 
SUSTAINER
 Geraldine Knatz
 Kevin & Ana Maria McGuan
ASSOCIATE
 Bob & Nancy Latimer
PATRON
 Lynn Brandt
 Kaye Briegel
 Mike & Andrea Burrous
 Rick & Brad Seeley
 Marsha Jeffer
 Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
 Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
 Marsha Naify
CONTRIBUTOR
 Linda Bagwell
 Betty Chaney
 Liz Handley
 James Hayes & Cathy Ceig
 Chris Hogan
 Harriett Ibbetson
 Louise Ivers & Allen Guerrero
 Maureen Neeley & Dan Roberts
 Cheryl & Mark Perry
 Marco Pizzo & Jeff Mallin
 John Royce & Ken Lockart
 David Shlemmer
PRESERVATIONIST
 Sarah & Craig Arnold
 Leslie & Randy Arrington

 Jill Anne Black
 Barbara Blackwell
 Axel & Kathie Blickle
 Michael & Kathleen Bohn
 Sally Boyne
 Bobbi Burket
 Karen & Dick Clements
 CJ & Dave Crockett
 Vicki & James Cunningham
 Linda & Sam Dragga
 Jacqueline Case Deming
 Judy Edson
 Robert Elkins
 Charlene & Jerry Feller
 Robert & Scarlett Finney
 Janice Furman
 Jim & Ria Gerdts
 Jonathan Glasgow, AIA
 Bob & Marta Griffin
 Wendy Harn & Sasha Witte
 Karen Highberger & Lou Gaudio
 Jeffrey & Roberta Jeannette
 Harvey Keller
 Rosemarie Kimmerle
 Philip & Gillian Klinkert
 Ruthann Lehrer
 Cecile Lindsay
 Jim & Kathy Lingle
 Sarah Locke 
  Bonnie Lowenthal

 Tom & Elaine Marks
 Janeice McConnell
 Kelly Sutherland McLeod
 Jan Ostashay
 Meg O’Toole
 Ken & Sharon Pleshek
 Lyn & John Pohlmann
 Marshall Pumphrey & 
      Roxanne Fitzgerald
 Joan & Brian Sasaki
 Paul & Judy Schmidt
 Norbert Schurer & Susan Carlile
 Renee Simon
 Matthew Sloan
 Cynthia & Nancy Smith
 Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
 Eric Stovner
 Nina Taweepong & Frank Schoelzel
 Natasha & Jeff Stoltz
 Regina Taylor
 Marlene Temple
 Stella Ungar
 Patricia Walker
 Morgan & Linda Wheeler
 Carolee Windsor
 Walter Wojak

To become a member, please fill out the  
membership information on the back  
of this newsletter.
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 The C.M. Parsons house in Naples has been recently  
restored. It was constructed in 1907 in the Mission Revival 
style and is one of the original homes facing Alamitos Bay.

 In 1980 Home Savings & Loan commissioned the  
Millard Sheets Studio to design a tile mosaic mural for its 
Long Beach office. This artwork at the corner of Ocean and 
Long Beach Boulevard was created by Susan Lautmann and 
its brilliant colors have been recently uncovered. 
 The mural depicts a Native American woman with a  
water jug, a dance from the Mexican era of sheep and  
cattle ranching, clipper ships in the background, turn of the  
century Long Beach residents at the seashore, an early  
airplane, oil workers, and steamships in the harbor.

Photo by Louise Ivers

Photo by Louise Ivers

 This well-preserved apartment at 234 Elm Avenue, built  
in 1905 may be threatened with demolition. It is eligible for  
local landmark status and is typical of multi-family dwellings  
of the turn of the century. 

Photo by Louise Ivers

Get more preservation updates  

on our Facebook page at 

Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage

THE JERGINS TRUST TUNNEL
 The hotel developer for the 100 East Ocean Project (on 
the site of the former Jergins Trust Building) has reached out 
to Long Beach Heritage to work together to provide access to 
the historic Jergins Tunnel below Ocean Boulevard. Plans are 
not finalized as yet, but the developer’s concept is to re-open 
the tunnel as a component of the new hotel project. Heritage 
docents would then bring guided tour groups into the tunnel. 
The Jergins Tunnel could be incorporated into the monthly 
Downtown Walking Tour or could be used for a special event. 
 Originally called the Markwell Building, the lower six  
stories were constructed between 1914 and 1919. Four  
additional stories were added by oil wildcatter A. T. Jergins 
in 1928-1929. Harvey H. Lochridge was the architect for  
both phases of construction, which included the “Italian  
Renaissance” style tunnel, or shopping arcade, commissioned 
by Jergins (Daily Telegram, 31 December 1928). Long Beach 
Heritage is looking forward to the restoration of the tunnel. 
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BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage is a non-profit education 
and advocacy group. Your membership enables us promote public knowledge and 
preservation of significant historical and architectural sources, neighborhoods, and 
the cultural heritage of Long Beach. Read about the various levels of member’s  
benefits at www.lbheritage.org/index.php/about/membership. 

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone_________________________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR  
March 14th - Annual Awards Benefit

December 2nd,7th,14th - Victorian Christmas 
at the Bembridge House  (see pg 5)  

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
9:30 am @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
9:30 am @205 East 3rd Street

Every 4th  Saturday - Willmore City  
9:30 am @953 Park Circle

August 4th - North Pine Walking Tour 
9:30 am @345 Pine Avenue

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 pm 

Every 4th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 pm 

m  Call me with information on how I can  

 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

  Heritage Student/Senior ..................$45

  Heritage Friend .................................$60

  Heritage Household ..........................$75

  Heritage Preservationist ..................$100

  Heritage Contributor ......................$250

  Heritage Patron ..............................$500

  Heritage Associate ........................$750

  Heritage Sustainer ......................$1,000

  Heritage Benefactor ....................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to:

Long Beach Heritage

PO Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809

web lbheritage.org

phone (562) 493-7019   

email preservation@lbheritage.org   

Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage


