
VOLUME 38  |  NO. 3  |  SUMMER 2020

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
SLATE OF 
NOMINEES 2020
The 2020-2021 Board of 
Directors will be elected at our 
virtual Annual Meeting on July 18. 
For more information, visit 
lbheritage.org/annual-meeting.

President - Cheryl Perry 
President Emeritus - Stan Poe 
Treasurer - Bette McKinney 
Secretary - Bobbi Burket
VP Advocacy - Shannon Carmack 
VP Bembridge House
 Chris Hogan
VP Education - Sam Dragga
VP Fund Development  
 Jaqueline Padilla-Perez
VP Membership - Jamia Seifert 
VP Public Awareness
 Cindy Olnick
Newsletter Editor - Louise Ivers 
Outreach - Jacqueline Case
At Large - Rick Hobbs Seeley 
At Large - Christina Yanis

VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, JULY 18
 We always look forward to catching up with members at our Annual Meeting. 
Since we can’t gather in person this year, we’ll hold a virtual Annual Meeting 
on Saturday, July 18, from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 This will be the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak that we’ll be together. 
You may have questions, concerns, or suggestions about how Long Beach Heritage 
will move forward in our changing world. We want to hear from you.
 We will also elect our 2020-21 Board of Directors and share important updates 
on our programs and events. 
 For more information, visit lbheritage.org/annual-meeting. The meeting will 
take place on Zoom. If you haven’t used Zoom before, never fear. If you use the 
internet, you have all you need. If not, you can join by phone. 
 We’ll miss gathering with you at a fun location, but we do look forward to seeing 
you online!

FEATURE ARCHITECT

Paul Revere Williams was one of the foremost Southern California architects of 
the twentieth century. The first African American in the American Institute of Archi-
tects, Williams had a long and distinguished career as an architect and civic leader, 
despite pervasive discrimination. He designed the homes of numerous celebrities, 
including Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, Lon Chaney, Barbara Stanwyck 
and Charles Correll. Pictured here is the J. W. Wood residence by Paul Revere  
Williams, built in 1941 located in Virginia Country Club. 

Photo by Louise Ivers



2 email preservation@lbheritage.org     web lbheritage.org     

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: OUR CHANGING WORLD
Dear Members,

 I hope you and your loved ones are healthy, safe, and coping with a level of change we could never have imagined mere 
months ago. The message I wrote just a few weeks ago for this newsletter (referring to COVID-19) is already outdated, as other  
momentous events in our world have now taken center stage.  
 How do we talk about preservation and change at the same time? That may seem like a dichotomy, but really it isn’t. The 
preservation of our historic places is still important, as they provide us with continuity and familiarity – a reassuring sense of 
stability and calm in a rapidly changing world. And, as we know, preservation isn’t about freezing places in time but keeping 
them vital over time. 
 We have much change ahead of us as we finally come to terms with our country’s deep history of systemic discrimination. 
Just one change for preservation will be making sure the places we work to recognize reflect our rich cultural diversity. As we 
emailed you recently, Long Beach Heritage stands with people of all races and we commit to doing the hard work needed to 
support racial justice and equality.
 Yet we still face the drastic changes of COVID as well. Staying at home, staying apart, changing how we live and work, 
mourning those who have succumbed to this terrible virus. On another level, a few months ago, many of us had never heard the 
terms “Zoom” or “webinar.” But ironically, in order to continue our efforts to preserve resources from the past, we find ourselves 
embracing technology that seems of the future.      
 As with so many other organizations, Long Beach Heritage has had to cancel or postpone numerous activities and events.  
Our walking tours, teas, and Annual Preservation Awards had to be put on hold. In the meantime, we have been working on 
creating virtual tours and educational classes. We would love to hear from you about content or programs you would find helpful 
right now. Please feel free to contact us at preservation@lbheritage.org or (562) 493-7019.
 As 2020 moves forward and we start to venture out more, we hope you continue to stay safe and well, and we look forward 
to “seeing” you at our upcoming virtual events. Please look for updates about these events on our website or on social media. 
 As always, we appreciate your being the most important part of Long Beach Heritage. Thank you so much for your contin-
ued support, especially now, in helping to preserve the historic fabric of our wonderful and diverse city.

Sincerely,

President, 
Long Beach Heritage

GOODBYE AND THANK YOU TO SARAH 
By Cheryl Perry

It is with heavy heart that we say goodbye to our Executive Director, Sarah Locke, after nearly two  
years of service. Sarah joined Long Beach Heritage in 2018, filling the position previously held  
by Mary Kay Nottage. Sarah’s passion for preservation was apparent from day one, and her  
contributions to the organization have been outstanding. She led the development of several 
upcoming programs, improved our use of technology, and laid the foundation for further growth.

Thank you, Sarah, for all you did and all you taught us. We are really going to miss you!
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 In 2018, Gail Cooper contacted 
me to help her protect her “babies.” 
Although not her actual children, Gail’s 
babies are her six properties, all over 
100 years old, scattered around Long 
Beach.  We got to work by first assess-
ing the sites in order of perceived his-
toric value; then, I asked staff from De-
velopment Services to tour those sites 
with us for an initial review and share 
with us any advice on next steps. Then 
we rolled up our sleeves and started on 
the research and applications.
 In 2018 we were able to landmark 
Gail’s own home, the former residence 
of Calvin Ferguson, a pioneer who 
brought consistent mail service to the 
southwest from his Crowley County 
businesses in Kansas. His migration to 
California coincided with his success at 
the IBEX Mine in Needles. He hired Mar-
tin & Baker to design a distinctive 1906 
Craftsman with Japanese influence in 
the front gables at 1500 East 1st Street.  
 In 1919 and 1920 we researched 
and landmarked three more buildings. 
The first of these was the Buffum house 
from 1905 at the corner of 10th Street 
and Locust Avenue in a residential 
suburb of downtown Long Beach. The 
nearby Pacific Electric line increased 
accessibility to these tracts located 
out of the noise and dust of the city’s 
center. Charles Buffum had arrived in 
Long Beach in 1903 from Illinois and in 
1904 he and his brother, E.E. Buffum, 
started The Mercantile Company (which 
became Buffum’s Department Store). In 
1905 Charles hired his friend, W. Hor-
ace Austin, to design and build a house. 
This imposing Edwardian home for the 
Charles Buffum family was one of Aus-
tin’s first commissions. Long Beach is 
lucky to still have it in place and rela-
tively untouched!
 In 1914, W.L. Porterfield, father of 
Long Beach’s telephone industry and 
owner of the Ocean Center Building, 
moved a circa 1901 Foursquare struc-
ture from Ocean and Atlantic Avenues 
to the back of the 1005 Locust Lot. Its 
address is now 141 East 10thStreet and 
this handsome duplex is one of the old-
est residential buildings still in standing 
in Long Beach. 

 Farther south on Locust is another 
gem which is Long Beach’s most recent 
Cultural Landmark: a four-unit apart-
ment building at 735 Locust Avenue. 
Constructed in 1919 by J.W. Davidson 
for Adam Kading of Kading’s Pharmacy 
at 7th Street and Pine Avenue, it was 
sold in 1921 to the Reverend George M. 
Rourke of the First Presbyterian Church, 
who lived in one unit with his family. 
Rourke was successful in igniting his 
congregation and others against surging 
gambling and drinking, eventually lead-
ing to a public investigation in 1926.
 Gail has asked me to help her land-
mark two other properties: one is a sin-
gle-family cottage in Alamitos Beach and 
the other is a combination grocery store/
residence on 10th Street. Stay tuned.
It is worth noting that none of Gail’s 
properties are in historic districts. In fact 
the majority are located in areas zoned 
for higher density and development. It is 
also worth noting that she is not apply-
ing for a Mills Act property tax reduction 
or any grants. She simply wants to pro-
tect these buildings.
 I asked Gail why this was so impor-
tant to her. I thought it might be because 
she was born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and that this steel-belt 

city was part of her DNA. No, it was her 
move to California in the 1960s when she 
was in her 20s. A stint in San Francisco 
changed her aesthetic of architecture. 
She saw how that town’s historic and 
eclectic housing styles contributed to 
the beauty of the city.
 A move to Marina del Rey in the 70s 
introduced her to Venice Beach and she 
couldn’t believe all the gorgeous old 
buildings. Her purchase of 515-519-1/2 
Rose Avenue in Venice led to her pro-
tecting it as a landmark in 2019. This 
apartment building, designed in the Late 
Chateauesque style for baker Morris 
Abrams is called the “Chateau des Ros-
es.” It faces a row of 2011 mixed-use 
apartments today.
 She moved to Long Beach in the 
late 1970s and saw beauty everywhere, 
but was alarmed by the frequent demoli-
tion of buildings in older neighborhoods. 
From 1978 to 1983 she purchased what 
she could afford. She removed rusting 
fire escapes from illegal duplexes and 
SROs and spent countless hours sand-
ing floors and moldings. She restored 
siding, porch foundations, and roofs. 
She didn’t “update” the windows and 
doors, as she understood the impor-
tance of keeping these original elements
 (CONT’D)  

LONG BEACH HAS A LANDMARK ANGEL IN GAIL J. COOPER
By Maureen Neeley

Buffum house by W. Horace Austin, built in 1903 and located at 1003 Locust Avenue. Photo by Louise Ivers
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At the same time, she kicked out 
drug dealers and brought in long-term  
tenants. Neighbors who remember her 
early efforts told me how grateful they 
were.  
 So in a nutshell, when I asked her 
“why,” her answer was, “Because I just 
loved these old buildings and I kept  
seeing them torn down. I had to do 
something.” 
 Many thanks to Alejandro Plascenc-
ia and Gina Casillas from Long Beach 
Development Services. They have been 
particularly helpful in shepherding the 
process of landmarking the historic 
properties of Gail J. Cooper. 

Historic picture of 1500 East First Street, 1906

GAIL J. COOPER
(CONT’D)

141 East 10th Street, circa 1901. Photo by Louise Ivers

735 Locust Avenue, 1919. Photo by Louise Ivers

THE PANDEMIC 
PROJECT: STORIES 
FROM LONG BEACH 
DURING COVID-19
The Historical Society of Long 
Beach is collecting stories 
from those who live and work 
in this community to become 
part of their permanent archive. 
Their goal is to create a reposi-
tory of stories and local com-
munications that will be used 
by researchers, students, and 
others seeking to know more 
about how a global pandemic  
affects a city and its residents.

Share your story by visiting  
www.hslb.org.
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be demolished unless a new home can 
be found for the artworks. The bronze 
piece is a realistic study of a father, 
mother, two children, and their pet, 
which symbolizes the old fashioned 
American values of Home Savings, 
which loaned money for residential 
mortgages to middle class home own-
ers. Below the sculpture and partially 
obscured by a railing, which is not origi-
nal, is a wonderful tile mosaic of bright-
ly colored finny fish and crustaceans. 
This mosaic is set into eight inches of  
cement, so it will be difficult and ex-
pensive to remove if an art lover comes  
forward who wants to save it. Long 
Beach Heritage hopes that such an  

angel will soon be identified.
 Inside the lobby, whose steel 
columns are clad in travertine, another 
well preserved tile mosaic by the Sheets 
Studio has recently been removed from 
the wall by Brian  
Worley, who studied with Sheets at Cla-
remont College. According to Director 
Paul Baker Prindle, it will have a new 
home inside the addition to the Kleefeld 
Contemporary Art Museum at California 
State University Long Beach. Farmers 
& Merchants Bank generously donated 
the funds to relocate the colorful mural, 
whose many tesserae are formed into a  
pattern derived from a Guatemalan 
textile. (CONT’D) 

 The Farmers & Merchants Bank 
will soon move into the former Home 
Savings & Loan branch office at 4909 
Lakewood Boulevard.  Designed by 
well-known Long Beach architect Frank 
Homolka and built in 1975, the build-
ing displays travertine piers at ground 
level, narrow vertical elements dividing 
windows on all sides, and a projecting 
roofline at the top. The exterior of the 
bank remains intact and will be retained 
by Farmers & Merchants. 
 However, in front of the east side of 
the building is a cast bronze sculpture 
titled “Family Group with Dog” by Rich-
ard Ellis, which is set atop a tile mural 
by the Millard Sheets Studio, that will 

MILLARD SHEETS WORKSHOP MURAL AND SCULPTURE AT FORMER  
LAKEWOOD BRANCH OF HOME SAVINGS & LOAN
By Louise Ivers

Left image - Lakewood Branch Home Savings & Loan, designed by Frank Homolka, built 1975.
Right image - Sculpture of “Family Group with Dog” by Richard Ellis atop tile mural by Millard Sheets Studio at Lakewood Home Savings & Loan. Both photos by Louise Ivers
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MILLARD SHEETS
(CONT’D)

Left image - Mural in lobby of Lakewood Home Savings & Loan by Millard Sheets Studio. Photo by Brian Worley
Right Image - Guatemalan weaving that inspired lobby mural by Sheets Sudio. Courtesy of Brian Worley

Rows of stylized birds alternate with geometric patterns inspired by a hand woven huipil, a type of garment worn by the  
native Maya women of Guatemala. This tile mural will be a great addition to the collection at the CSULB Art Museum.
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 After a very busy Victorian Christ-
mas season, the Bembridge House has 
been quiet so far this year.  The only 
event at the House these past few 
months was another successful after-
noon tea in early March, which had a 
St. Patrick’s theme and all-Irish foods.   
When the House’s schedule was just 
about to become busy with many  
special tours and more events at the 

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE NEWS
By Chris Hogan

end of March and the beginning of April, 
everything had to be canceled.  The 
House has remained closed, of course, 
ever since.
 However, with all the late winter 
rains, the Bembridge House Gardens 
have been spectacular.  Few people 
have been able to see the abundance of 
roses and other springtime blossoms as 
well as the new greenery, unfortunately.  

Only a handful of us volunteer garden-
ers go to the Gardens (on different days 
now) to maintain the grounds and tend 
to all the plants.  We’ve even planted a 
victory garden with lots of vegetables for 
harvesting in the summer and fall.   
 Hopefully, everyone will be able to 
share in the beauty of the Bembridge 
Gardens in the near future!     

Left image - Beautiful flower at Bembridge House garden.
Right image - Spectacular rose bush at Bembridge garden. Both photos by Chris Hogan

E-NEWSLETTER
This is the first time we are publishing an e-newsletter only. We would like to hear your thoughts. Please tell us your 
experience in reading the newsletter online. Email preservation@lbheritage.org.



 With the assistance of a grant from 
the Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association, thousands of slides, pho-
tographs, maps, and other documents 
from the Long Beach Redevelopment 
Agency files will soon be accessible to 
the public through our friends at the 
Historical Society of Long Beach (www.
hslb.org). 
 Until its closure in 2012 due to state 
budget cuts, the Redevelopment Agen-
cy (RDA) helped improve many areas 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY COLLECTION HAS A NEW HOME
By Cheryl Perry

of Long Beach. A lot of buildings were 
saved or moved through the assistance 
of the RDA.  Quite a few houses were 
moved into Willmore City to save them 
from demolition. The moves did three 
things: saved these historic homes, 
helped fill vacant lots, and helped sta-
bilize the area by bringing in new home-
owners.
 As a resident of the Willmore City 
Historic District for 37 years, I’ve seen 
firsthand the improvements in the neigh-

borhood resulting from some RDA  
projects. The RDA Board members and 
staff at that time worked hard with the 
Willmore City Heritage Association to 
achieve the common goal of strength-
ening the community, which they did.  
It was definitely a win-win for this  
neighborhood.

Historic house downtown before it was moved by RDA. 

Photo by Cheryl Perry

Vacant lot at 419 Daisy Avenue before the downtown house 

was moved there. Photo by Cheryl Perry

House at 419 Daisy Avenue after it was moved. 

Photo by Cheryl Perry
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CALENDAR  
Tours are a bit on hold, however if 
you are interested in a tour please call 
to see if we can accomodate a small 
group. PH (562) 493-7019

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
  9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
  9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street

Every 4th  Saturday - Willmore City  
  9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle

February 1st - North Pine Walking Tour 
  A featured event for Jane’s Walk 
  9:30 a.m. @345 Pine Avenue

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization 
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy 
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic places have 
in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about membership 
levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-member. 

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m  Call me with information on how I can  
 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45

 Heritage Friend .........................................$60

 Heritage Household ..................................$75

 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

 Heritage Associate .................................$750

 Heritage Sustainer ..............................$1,000

 Heritage Benefactor ............................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to: 
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809 
web lbheritage.org   
phone (562) 493-7019   
email preservation@lbheritage.org   
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage




