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VIRTUAL PRESERVATION AWARDS BENEFIT
By Steffie Hands
On Thursday, September 17, Long
Beach Heritage hosted its first virtual
Annual Preservation Awards Benefit.
An unusual year created an opportunity for all of us to learn how to meet
virtually instead of at the Queen Mary.
We were very pleased to see that we
had around 200 guests attend the
event via Zoom.
Our event was part of Architecture Week and was sponsored by the
Port of Long Beach. We honored a
great group of awardees in 2020. They
included: Ana Maria and Kevin McGuan
- Preservationists of the Year; Charles
Phoenix - Long Beachland; Insurance Exchange Building architectural
committee
Middough’s
sign;
Janice Watson and Kathryn Costantino California Heights residence; Chuck
Nourrcier - the Torrey House; Long
Beach Development Services - Historic District Guidelines; and Sterling and
Ilana Steffen and Millworks - Trademark
Brewing.

As part of a new venture, Long
Beach Heritage reached out to Legacy
Businesses, Long Beach Playhouse
and Legends sports bar, to do virtual
toasts for our presentation. You will be
hearing more about our Legacy Business program in the future. The Jazz
Angels, a nonprofit education program
for young musicians , performed at our
Awards Benefit as well. At the end of
the evening we had a networking time
when everybody could chat with each
other.
While we do hope that we can
celebrate our Preservation Awards
in person in the future, we are very
thankful that we were able to put on
this virtual event. We were aided
by Margot Gerber of the Art Deco
Society of Los Angeles and Seth
Shulman
of
puzzledpictures.com.
We thank all of the attendees and
everybody who donated to make this
Preservation Awards event possible.
Be on the lookout for the awardees’ videos, which will be posted on
our Facebook page and the Long
Beach Heritage website in the future.

Charles Phoenix, host of the Awards ceremony

Ana Maria and Kevin McGuan, photo credit Lucas Gordon

IN MEMORIAM
Julie Nemechek was an active member of Long Beach Heritage for many
years, serving as Vice President of Public Awareness and supporting events in
a variety of capacities. She loved being part of a group contributing to a
community’s well-being as well as simply gathering with friends over an afternoon tea. She lived in the historic Lafayette since 1999, leading tours and serving
on many of its committees, and was very active with the Grand Prix Committee
of 300 and League of Women Voters along with other community groups.
Julie died, after a short illness, on Friday, September 18.

Julie Nemechek, photo credit Anne Proffit

LONG BEACH HERITAGE ANNUAL MEETING
By Jacqueline Case

We had a very successful Annual Meeting on July 18, our first virtual event! Many thanks to everyone who
attended, and to special guest Dan Pressburg, who spoke about the city’s Black heritage; his stewardship of
the first historic landmark in North Long Beach, the Long Beach Dairy and Creamery; and how Long Beach
Heritage can be more inclusive. We were also joined by Rex Richardson, City Council Member for District 9, who
encouraged us in creating an affinity group for historical recognition.
We also elected our 2020-21 Board of Directors: Cheryl Perry (President), Stan Poe (President Emeritus),
Bette McKinney (Treasurer), Bobbi Burket (Secretary), Shannon Carmack (VP Advocacy), Chris Hogan (VP
Bembridge House), Sam Dragga (VP Education), Jacqueline Padilla-Perez (VP Fund Development), Jamia Seifert
(VP Membership), Cindy Olnick (VP Public Awareness), Louise Ivers (Newsletter Editor), Jacqueline Case
(Outreach), Rick Hobbs Seeley, and Christina Yanis.

THE HOUGHTON PARK CLUBHOUSES
By Louise Ivers

A new Community Center was
recently dedicated in Houghton Park,
a tree-filled oasis in North Long Beach
that dates from the 1920s. This building, which is articulated by vertical
wooden elements painted in bright
colors, was designed by Studio Pali
Fekete. The interior can accommodate
many neighborhood activities.
The old Clubhouse was built
in 1930 and designed by George W.
Ferris 1883-1955). This original building is awaiting a long needed restoration. The city has received a grant

from the Long Beach Navy Memorial
Heritage Association for the landmarking and development of an Historic
Structures Report for the Houghton Park Auditorium. The Spanish
Revival
Clubhouse
has
Moorish
inspired exterior details, such as an
arched window with an elaborate
profile and an entrance porch with
carved wooden posts. The interior
contains an auditorium with a raised
stage, recessed arches, painted
reliefs along the walls, and a ceiling
with carved beams and trusses.
Ferris
was
an
architectural

Photo credit Louise Ivers
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designer who worked in the City
Engineer’s office and immigrated to the
United States from England. In 1929
he designed the Spanish Colonial
Revival Recreation Park Bandshell,
which is also a city landmark. In 1931
he designed a grand esplanade approach to the new Long Beach Auditorium, but this was not constructed
due to lack of funds. By 1932 he was
working independently as a civil engineer and in 1943 he was employed by
the J. H. Davies Company, which later
became the James R. Bole Engineering
Company.

FALL NEWS FROM THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE
By Chris Hogan
Such strange days we’ve all had....
Good news - the Bembridge House
survived the summer heat waves! It
hasn’t been “months of neglect” there,
either - volunteer gardeners have been
working tirelessly twice a week to
ensure that the plants in the garden
are all tended and watered. The gardens actually are looking good considering the record-breaking heat. The
only “tragedy” was that the main water
pipe coming into the House broke (tree
roots?). The front lawn became a miniswamp, but the damage (and water
wasted) could have been much worse
had we not discovered it quickly. But,
now - hooray - a brand-new drip irrigation system in the front and back
was just installed. Thanks to TakePride
Landscapes for the great work.

With the House being “COVIDclosed” for months, many of the inside
Bembridge volunteers have enjoyed a
few get-togethers outside in the shade
of the trees in the garden. Needless
to say, we followed social distancing
rules and we wore masks. Just seeing and hearing each other made for a
nice couple of hours. It is so important
to keep in touch during these trying
times.
In
early
October,
Jessica
Haddy, an acclaimed local violinist,
who in previous years performed some
wonderful classical concerts at the
Bembridge House accompanied by a
talented pianist, set up another piano
and violin recital. Of course, this was
a virtual concert - their performance,
which had a wine-pairing to go along
with the musical selections, was filmed
and recorded, and then shown on-

line. She chose many beautiful pieces
to fit the autumn theme, for example,
Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons.” Best of
all, the proceeds of the concert were
donated to the House. (Go to haddymusic.com for more information about
the concert.) We definitely appreciate
your generosity Jessica!
Even though the traditional Bembridge Victorian Christmas events
inside the House will not occur, the
volunteer gardeners are planning a
one-day-only Holiday Garden Boutique
outside on Saturday, December 5.
If you have any pots or planters (plastic
or ceramic) or anything else appropriate you would like to donate to help
our plant and crafts sale, please let
me know. Look for the Save-the-Date
article about the boutique in the newsletter for more info.
Happy autumn! Fall into the season!

Save the Date

Saturday, December 5
Bembridge House Holiday Garden Boutique
10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Come for plants and planter bowls, potted arrangements, fairy gardens,
unique hand-made crafts, and one-of-a-kind items.
All at low prices!
Masks are required.
Because of social distancing rules, a limited number of people will be on the property at one time.
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A HAPPY HOLIDAY CRUISE-BY
By Chris Hogan
Sad to say, this year our
annual Victorian Christmas event at the
Bembridge House has been changed
because of the pandemic. However,
we are planning something excitingly
different at the House for this holiday season. Willmore City Heritage
Association will still put up lights
and garlands adorning the outside of
the House and carriage house. The
Historic District teams who traditionally decorate the first parlor and the
master bedroom will also decorate
a special tree in each of the cupola
windows. To make the House even
more festive, we will add some lit-up
Christmas trees on the front porch
(decorated by some of the other Historic District members). With all of this
extra pizzazz, the Bembridge House
should look beautiful once again.
Long Beach Heritage will create a
list/map of decorated houses, including the Bembridge House, in nearby
neighborhoods (Willmore City, Alamitos Beach, Bluff Heights, Bluff Park)
for viewing by car. We are calling

our event the Holiday Cruise-By and
hope to include displays that celebrate
diverse
cultures.
A
professional
photographer will take pictures of the
exteriors of the houses, which will be
turned into coloring pages for children
to fill in, add their own decorations,
and upload for a coloring contest with
small prizes. There will also be a scavenger hunt that can be completed from
the car for the children as well. Should
be fun!

Since the list/map will be free,
we are hoping to make a little money
by selling our baker’s (Alan Giomi)
delicious Christmas cookies online by
pre-order. We will also provide a low
cost photo op for families in front of
the carriage house early in November.
Please check the Long Heritage website and keep an eye on our Bembridge
House social media accounts for
more information as we approach the
Holiday Season.

A NEW TWIST ON THE ANNUAL HISTORICAL CEMETERY TOUR
The Long Beach Historical Society’s Annual Cemetery Tour had to be reinvented this year. The HSLB team
created a film that tells local history utilizing past Cemetery Tour performances. From postcards to photos
to moving footage, the 90-minute film is a testimony to impressive archives of the HSLB. The film is suitable
for all ages. It is asynchronous and can be watched multiple times from its release date on October 30th until
November 13th.
Purchase tickets at https://hslb.org.
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ART DECO BUILDING ON ANAHEIM STREET BEING RESTORED

By Louise Ivers

A former Redevelopment Agency property at 628 East Anaheim
Street is currently being restored for
reuse as an office building. Although it
has been vacant for many years, this
structure retains its exterior Art Deco
details. The first floor store windows
are being replaced, but the second story art stone elements, which
include linear vertical panels, zigzags,
and piers capped with plant motifs,
are being retained. A low stepped tow-

er is seen at the corner of the building
and metal casement windows, which
appear to be original, are still in place.
This building is one of the few
remaining Art Deco structures on
Anaheim Street, which at one time
was lined with attractive stores and
automotive shops in this style.
According to the Los Angeles County
Tax Assessor, it was constructed in 1932.
Permits from 1933 and 1934, issued
after the Long Beach Earthquake,

called for alteration of the building, which contained stores below
and apartments above. It belonged
to Mrs. Welch Hanberry. Her husband was the advertising manager of
The Press and later opened his own
advertising agency on Elm Avenue. He
was also the proprietor of Long Beach
Photo Engraving. At the time of the
alteration of the Art Deco building, the
Hanberrys lived in Bixby Knolls.

Photo credit Louise Ivers
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BRENNER PLACE HISTORIC DISTRICT
By Linda Dragga

Today the Brenner Place Historic
District and other similar areas around
Long Beach provide an opportunity for
individuals interested in small home
living. The “Small House” movement
is getting some attention across the
world, particularly in the United States.
It advocates a return to living simply in
houses of less than 1,000 square feet
(or “tiny houses” of no more than 400
square feet). Adherents cite benefits,
including financial prudence, economic safety, shared community experiences, and a shift away from consumerism. Some advocates propose such
homes as a means of alleviating the
housing crunch in urban settings. Others believe living in such homes results
in a smaller footprint that will help save
our environment.
Brenner Place became a historic
district in 1994 to preserve an example
of small-scale housing units grouped
around a quiet street. This form of
housing emerged in the 1920s when
an urgent need for additional low-cost
housing arose because of the large
number of people moving to Long
Beach after the discovery of oil.
In 1923, Charles M. Steinbrenner
melded the amenities and privacy of
single-family homes with the efficiencies and economies of multi-family
dwellings. He borrowed ideas from
the courtyard housing concept, which
was popular in Southern California
at the time. Courtyard housing had
rows of attached dwellings with front
doors opening onto a shared pedestrian space. Instead of building around
a pedestrian courtyard, Steinbrenner
built 19 identical, but freestanding

houses around a narrow, fifteen-foot
wide street that would accommodate
automobiles.
Steinbrenner created a simple, cohesive, and charming neighborhood.
Featuring Spanish Revival architecture, each home was 560 square feet,
with two bedrooms and one bath. All
of the homes were clad in stucco and
had flat roofs with parapets. Three
steps led to a small front porch framed
by a low patio wall and protected by
a red tile roof. A large window on one
side of the entry was balanced by two
narrow vertical windows on the other
side. Other features included circular clay vents, wrought iron lanterns,
and a small planting area next to the
porch. Through the years, various owners have altered some of the features;
however, the street maintains its cohesive appearance.
With the passage of time, the interiors of the houses have been altered.
One current resident reports the bedrooms originally had Murphy beds.
Another believes the living room and
bedrooms had built-in shelves. Some
residents have installed pull-down tables for laptops and loft beds so their
children have the entire floor for playing. One owner reported, “We have
just become creative on adding storage to create more space.” and “I have
definitely learned to consume less. I do

not keep things that our family does not
need or no longer uses because it just
takes up precious space. These homes
don’t feel so small when you have minimum belongings.”
Brenner Place houses take up almost the entirety of their lots and are
placed next to the sidewalks. Each
home is separated simply by the gate
and sidewalk that allow entry to a small
back yard. Although he replaced a pedestrian way with a street, Steinbrenner
did not include garages or driveways.
To this day, parking is only allowed on
the south side of the street and each
homeowner is allotted one space.
In the aftermath of World War II,
the average home built for returning veterans in the United States was
1,000 square feet. By 1978 the size
had reached 1,780 square feet and by
2009 it was 2,700 square feet. Although
family size decreased, incomes and
amounts of material possessions increased. Today’s “Small House” movement mixes goals of increasing financial
security with reducing the number of
possessions and striving for a smaller
environmental footprint. Concern about
climate change and reducing ecological impact is prompting interest in the
movement. Minimalism is about intentionality, not deprivation, about needs
versus wants.

Photo credit Louise Ivers of 1023 Brenner Place
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At this point, a very small percentage of
people are actually building houses of less
than 1,000 square feet. Challenges include
less space for guests, lower prestige, zoning
issues, and risks of shoddy construction
because building regulations are lacking. Lack
of privacy and feeling crowded are factors.
Nonetheless, one Brenner Place resident
reports, “Tiny home living, to me, is so much
better than an apartment. Besides the fact that
we were able to own a piece of land in Long
Beach, we do not share walls with anyone else.
Our homes may be close to each other and feel
like apartments, but they’re not touching.” Another resident states, “All in all, I love the tiny
space. I grew up with many siblings and we were
never really alone. There’s something to be said
about loving and living this way. This house is a
place where no matter where you are, you can
always be seen and heard. It’s comforting
as much as it is annoying at times.” Having
personal outdoor space is also a factor. “These
houses come with a small side yard. Our family
has been able to start a vegetable garden….
We never had an outdoor space of our own
before.” Another resident says, in her apartment “There just wasn’t a way to be outside….
I could go to the roof for amazing views of the
city and ocean but didn’t do so as much as
I thought I would.”
Looking through old city directories,
one notes that the homes on Brenner Place
have rarely been vacant. In the 20s and
early 30s, a fair number of widows found
shelter in these homes, along with many couples.
Occupations included bank teller; bookkeeper; clerk; painter; wall paperer; carpenter;
oil worker; and Pacific Electric car conductor.
Some residents moved after one year, while
others stayed five years or more.
Whether or not you are personally interested in the “Small House” movement, you might
enjoy taking a look at Long Beach’s smallest
Historic District.

Photo credit Louise Ivers of 1039 Brenner Place

Photo credit Louise Ivers of 1031 Brenner Place
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FORMER CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN BUILDING
BY LONG BEACH ARCHITECT SAVED
By Louise Ivers

Long Beach Heritage was able to aid in
saving the former California Federal Savings & Loan office building at 2900 Saviers
Road in Oxnard. This original structure was
by Frank Homolka (1922-2008), a noted
Long Beach architect, and built between
1973 and 1975. It has a unique inverted
pyramid shape that was designed to save
energy, as well as to protect those inside
from the glare of the sun, a relatively new
concept at the time.
The building won an award from the
Cabrillo Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects. The owner wanted to demolish it
and replace it with a 7-Eleven convenience
store and gas station, but the Oxnard City
Council voted to save it.
Photo credit Sarah Locke

CALENDAR
Tours are a bit on hold, however if
you are interested in a tour please
call to see if we can accommodate
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019
WALKING TOURS

Every 2 nd Saturday - East Village
9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean
Blvd
Every 3 rd Saturday - Downtown
9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street

BECOME A MEMBER!

Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic places have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-amember.
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________
Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

Every 4 th Saturday - Willmore City
9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle

m Call me with information on how I can

BEMBRIDGE TOURS

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45

Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4 th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Friend .........................................$60
 Heritage Household..................................$75
 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

Layout: BeachCityDesign.com

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

P.O. Box 92521, LB, CA 90809
web
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 Heritage Associate .................................$750
 Heritage Sustainer..............................$1,000
 Heritage Benefactor............................$2,000

m I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to:
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809
web
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(562) 493-7019
preservation@lbheritage.org
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