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FAMOUS BREAKERS HOTEL WILL BE RESTORED
By Louise Ivers

 Located at 200 East Ocean 
Blvd., the Breakers Hotel has been a  
signature silhouette of the Long 
Beach skyline for many years. A local  
developer, Pacific6, is returning the 
structure, which was built in 1925-
1926, to its former glory. The original  
owner, Fred B. Dunn, commissioned Los  
Angeles architects Walker & Eisen 
to design the Breakers in a Spanish  
Renaissance Revival style with Plater-
esque reliefs symbolizing the sea around 
the street entrance, an arcade facing the 
ocean, and an octagonal tower atop the 
roof.  The 15-story hotel had a reinforced 
concrete frame and a lobby with elabo-
rate decorative motifs on the ceiling and 
walls. Construction and furnishings cost 
$2,250,000 and the hotel had shops on 
the ground floor, a dining room called 
the Hall of the Galleons that seated 500 
people on the main floor, and 330 guest 
rooms equipped with radio broadcast-
ing receivers above. A special elevator 
took guests down to the arcade level 
where they could walk out to the beach. 
The grand opening of the Breakers took 
place on September 18, 1926. [Los  
Angeles Times, September 19, 1926]

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE - 
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 

Yes, it’s almost that time of 
year! The 2019 decorating 
theme is “Oh Christmas Tree”  
so you’ll definitely want to visit 
the home during the holidays.

Tuesdays, 12/3, 12/10 & 12/17 
1 to 3 pm

Fridays, 12/6 & 12/13
6 to 8 pm Nighttime adults-only 

Saturdays, 12/7 & 12/21 
1 to 3 pm

Sunday, 12/15
12 to 2 pm Traditional  
family-friendly event

Visit lbheritage.org to make  
reservations and for more  
information. 

 Albert R. Walker (1881-1958) and 
Percy Eisen (1885-1946) designed 
several other buildings in Long Beach, 
including the demolished Streamline 
Moderne United Artists Theater of 1931-
1932 across the street from the Break-
ers. They were one of the major archi-
tectural firms in Los Angeles during the 
twenties and thirties and were respon-
sible for the elegant Fine Arts Building of 
1925 on West 7th Street and the striking 
Oviatt Building of 1927-1928 on Olive 
Street in that city. They also designed 
the Spanish style El Cortez Hotel in San 
Diego in 1926.
 Fred Dunn sold the Breakers in 
June 1927 to a group of California 
and New York investors who made 
some changes to the dining rooms and  
added a women’s lounge on the first 
floor. However, financial problems  
during the Depression plagued the  
hotel and after the terrible earthquake 
of 1933 even fewer tourists visited Long 
Beach, so the Breakers closed its doors 
in 1934. In 1938 Conrad Hilton bought 
the building and turned it into the eighth 
hotel in his chain. He transformed the 
[cont’d to page 2] 

Members of Long Beach Heritage visit the Breakers on a special tour provided by Pacific6
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 Fire Station No. 3 opened in 1908 at 
1929 Appleton Street and moved to 1222 
Daisy Avenue on February 14, 1950.  
Inspired by the history of Fire Station 
No. 3, Captain Matthew Bolen contact-
ed the Mural and Cultural Arts Program 
in 2017 about painting a historical mural 
about the station on the wall adjacent 
to its driveway. Community Recreation 
Bureau’s lead mural conservancy staff 
member Esaul Romo was selected 
to work with Captain Bolen and the 
fire crew to design the mural based 
on Fire Department historical photos.  
Esaul was assisted by Nicole Alvarez and  
Viranga Wettewa. Matthew Grunei-
sen, Assistant Fire Department Chief at 
that time, approved the final rendering 
and the City’s Preservation Office and  
Willmore City Heritage Association 
signed off on the design.
 The upper left corner image  
portrays everyday life inside Fire Station 
No. 3’s kitchen. It was selected by the 
current firemen to show comradeship, 

NEW MURAL ADORNS 
WALL AT FIRE  
STATION #3
By Cheryl Perry

[cont’d from page 1] penthouse into the famous Sky Room restaurant on the top 
floor, and built an “island bar” and dance floor. The Sky Room had a view of the 
Civic Auditorium, as well as the fleet of battle ships moored in the harbor. The 
principal dining room, the Marine Room, was also remodeled. [Los Angeles Times, 
June 4, 1939] The Sky Room attracted many famous movie stars, such as Clark 
Gable and Errol Flynn, as patrons. During World War II two gun emplacements were 
constructed atop the roof of the Hilton Hotel and it was the headquarters for the Air 
Watch in Long Beach.
 In 1947 the hotel was sold to Frank Fishman and renamed the Wilton. It was 
sold several times again in the fifties and began to fall into disrepair. In 1961 Fred 
Miller bought the building and refurbished it, but three years later he, too, sold 
the Wilton. It stood vacant until 1967, when it became retirement apartments. Its  
latest incarnation in 1990 was as an assisted living facility for senior citizens, but this  
business closed its doors in 2015. 
 The Breakers was granted City Landmark status in 1989 because of its unique 
architecture and importance to the history of Long Beach. In 2018 the Pacific6 
group bought the still stately structure and plans to reopen it as a luxury hotel. New 
renderings of the restored Breakers depict 185 large rooms and suites, a pool on the 
terrace, a spa, a restaurant and bar adjoining the lobby, a coffee shop, a jazz club, 
and a refurbished Sky Room. The interior of the hotel has been gutted down to the 
concrete frame to accommodate the new amenities, but the original ornamentation 
remains on the main floor. Other historic elements will be replaced throughout the 
building. Once again, the Breakers will be a destination for tourists in Long Beach.
 

brotherhood and the little bit of normalcy 
they have when they’re able to actually 
sit down for a meal. This image is blend-
ed into the clouds and smoke from the 
image directly below it that pays homage 
to the seven firefighters who worked at 
the Daisy Avenue location in the 1950s. 
The image located in the lower left  
corner shows firefighters combating a 
blaze in a commercial area of Willmore 
City. The picture on the right side of 
the mural depicts eight active firemen 
wearing the official 1930s uniform. They 
are in front of their fire engine at Fire  
Station No. 3 when it was located at 526 
East Anaheim Street from 1921-1950.

 Since Fire Station No. 3 is located 
in the Willmore City Historic District, the 
Willmore City Heritage Association logo, 
which contains an image of a Crafts-
man style home, appears in the center 
of the mural. The Maltese cross, which  
represents all fire departments nation-
wide, is layered over it.
 Thank you to Heather Green, the 
Supervisor who oversees the Mural 
and Cultural Arts Program and Mural  
Conservancy staff for helping bring a 
combination of art and history to our  
historic district. The mural dedication  
will be held the end of June or early July. 
Visit willmorecity.org for details.
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CAL HEIGHTS HOME & GARDEN TOUR COMING OCTOBER 6TH
By Karen Highberger

 The Cal Heights Home & Garden 
Tour is scheduled for Sunday, October 
6 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. It is a  
major fundraiser for the California 
Heights Neighborhood Association 
(CHNA) and proceeds from the tour 
pay for The Heights newsletter which is  
delivered to 1600 homes six times a  
year, Cal Heights Re-leaf a tree plant-
ing program, Cal Heights Clean 
Streets litter abatement program, and  
various community events. Revenue 
from past tours helped pay for the 
restoration of our vintage lampposts 
and the murals at the Cal Heights  
Market (Orange Avenue and Bixby 
Road) and the building that houses  

Orange Avenue Salvage (Orange Avenue 
and Wardlow Road).
 The tour started in 1997 as a way 
to promote the Historic District and the 
restoration of its homes. As always, 
there will be vendors and tradespeople 
in the area of restoration available at 
the homes to answer your questions 
and promote their businesses. Homes 
that have been on past tours are great  
examples of loving restoration and  
tasteful change.
 There are six homes on tour 
this year ranging from ones that are  
almost entirely intact with original 1920s 
tile to those with new additions of  
master suites. Interior styles range from 
traditional to eclectic to minimalist.  
A few of the homes showcase thoughtful  
restoration of kitchens and baths that 
were remodeled insensitively in the 
1960s and 1970s. A Modern Traditional 
style home was updated by raising the 
ceiling in the living room and using the 
same treatment in the new master suite.  
Clever conversion of garages and  
accessory units to offices, living space 
and laundry rooms will provide inspi-

ration to anyone living in a more mod-
estly sized home, which is the case in 
many of our historic districts. Beautiful 
outdoor entertaining areas and gardens 
encourage the California lifestyle we all 
love. The beauty of all the homes on 
the tour this year is the respect that is 
shown to the original architecture and  
period of the homes and the creative way 
they have been updated and altered for  
today’s lifestyle without destroying  
their history.
 Please join CHNA for the tour. The 
Red Trolley will be running the route for 
your convenience or you can walk or 
ride your bike. There will be food and 
music to make the day complete. It is a 
great way to spend a Sunday afternoon.  
 For more information and to  
purchase tickets, visit calheights.org. 
Pre-sale tickets are $20.00 each, day of 
the tour tickets are $25.00 each. Tickets 
will be available the day of the tour at Will 
Call located at Bixby Road and Lewis  
Avenue. No tickets will be mailed. 
 We hope to see you there!

 Congratulations to the Bluff Park 
Neighborhood Association (BPNA) for 
the implementation of historic lamp-
posts on Paloma Ave. Jeff Mallin and 
Marco Pizzo (pictured above), along with 
their dedicated committee, commis-
sioned ten historically appropriate lamp-
posts with plaques identifying individual 
donors that were recently installed on 
Paloma Avenue. They celebrated with a 

BLUFF PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES HISTORIC 
LAMPPOST PROJECT
By Cheryl Perry

ribbon cutting and block party on July 
27. It was a wonderful and well-attended 
event acknowledging the accomplish-
ment of an amazing grassroots project.  
 According to the Bluff Park Neigh-
borhood Association: “Lampposts  
create charm, nostalgia, a sense of 
place and time. Ours are uniquely  
symbolic to the neighborhood and fea-
tured on our logo and street signs.  
Most of our streets no longer have 
decorative lampposts, although photo-
graphic evidence and plans show they 
once existed. The vision of BPNA’s 
Historic Lamppost Project is to remove  
uncharacteristic modern street lights 
in the Bluff Park Historic District and  
install historically appropriate lamp-
posts matching the look and pattern of 
the late 1920s E. 1st Street lampposts.  
Although the neighborhood wanted this 

for more than 20 years, just 5 years ago 
a committee formed inspired by historic 
preservation uncovered the sketch of 
the E. 1st Street lights and reached out 
to the original manufacturer, who is still 
in business today. Now the company is 
making the Project’s lampposts from the 
same old specifications.
 Let us applaud scores of donors, 
committee members and residents from 
all over the neighborhood and city, 
along with Councilwoman Suzie Price 
and Mayor Robert Garcia who nurtured 
the vision and passion. Now in seeking 
further funding, commitment, and initia-
tive among more residents and neigh-
bors, the BPNA is working towards 
the next phases in fulfillment of the  
entire District. Our mentor and matriarch  
Helena Segelhorst continually reminds 
us, “It’s doable!” And, it is!

Photo: Tom Underhill 
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2019 ANNUAL MEETING
By Cheryl Perry

Long Beach Heritage’s Annual Meeting this year was held at Joe Jost’s thanks to the hospitality of the owner, Ken Buck.  
Ken gave a short history of Joe Jost’s to a standing room only crowd, explaining how it was started by his grandfather in 1924 
during prohibition and how it has changed, yet continued to stay basically the same, for over 95 years.

Lee Fukui and Mauna Eichner, members of the Advocacy Committee of Long Beach Heritage, discussed a new program LBH 
is launching called Long Beach Legacy Business. The purpose is to acknowledge businesses that have been in Long Beach for 
many years (such as Joe Jost’s) and are an important part of the history of Long Beach, not necessarily for the architecture of 
their buildings, but for the contribution and longevity of their businesses in the city.

Brian Trimble, Sal Flores, and Dan O’Brien from Long Beach Home + Living, shared a short video recap of the inaugural Long 
Beach Architecture Week, held from May 31 to June 9, which included Long Beach Heritage’s successful Great Homes Tour.  
Their goal is to make Architecture Week an annual event to bring recognition to the wonderful inventory of architectural styles 
in Long Beach.

Congratulations again to our Volunteers of the Year, Sheila Gibbons and Alan Giomi, who received an award at the Annual 
Meeting. We will be writing more about the Long Beach Legacy Business program in upcoming newsletters. 

 Despite the summer heat, there 
have been many visitors to the  
Bembridge house, including anoth-
er bus load of guests from Orange  
County. (I’ve never acknowledged Good 
Times Travel Company for adding the 
House to its itinerary must-see tour list 
for the last few years, so thank you!) 
All the visitors have enjoyed viewing the 
Bembridge House as part of their Long 
Beach experience and we docents have 
enjoyed showing it to the groups of 
about 55. The gardeners held another 
successful garden tour and plant sale.  
Repair work on the foundation and front 
facade, part of a restoration grant from 
the Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage 
Association, has also been underway.
 However, for two days in July, 
the Bembridge House was especially 
bustling. “Lights, camera...” Yes, it 
could only be another filming! For the 
third time, the home was chosen to 
be the setting for the shooting of a TV  
commercial. But in this instance, a 
popular candy company filmed its (and 
our first time ever) Halloween ad. Just 
two rooms were used for the actual 
film shoot, but of course the entire first 
floor of the House and almost all of the 
outside spaces were overflowing with 
people and equipment. The office was 

turned into a contemporary (and poor)
witch’s kitchen, complete with the said 
witch, her young-man victim in a cook-
ing pot, and even a live raven. It was 
fun to see many items from the House’s  
collection placed as decorations and 
props around the room to add to the 
ambiance. Somehow the carriage house 
was transformed into a seventeenth  
century witch’s den, which housed  
another witch and her burning cauldron.   
According to Hollywood practice, the 
“prep day” is up to twelve hours long 
while the day of filming can be fourteen 
hours, so needless to say they were 
long, hectic, and certainly crazy days at 
the House.
 The bird trainer for the raven also 
brought another special and unique  
visitor - a young Siberian goshawk,  
similar to a North American snowy owl.  
The goshawk, only a few months old,  
was “in training” and getting acclimated 
to all the people, noise, and goings-
on of a typical Hollywood filming. The  
trainer sat in the garden much of the 
time with the goshawk on his arm, while 
the raven was kept inside a pet carrier.  
The goshawk really seemed to enjoy 
watching all the butterflies around it in 
the garden. It even spread out it wings 
and talked to us!

 The considerable proceeds from the 
commercial filming will go towards the 
painting of the carriage house and the 
back porch area of the House.

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE NEWS
By Chris Hogan

A NEW  
LENDING LIBRARY
 There is a new Lending Library 
box in front of the Bembridge House 
and – surprise – it looks just like the 
home. Originally part of a Neigh-
borhood Partners Program grant to  
improve and enhance public areas, 
the Lending Library box was created 
by local Willmore City resident and  
talented woodworker Hulean Tyler.  
The box was dedicated in July and  
offers donated books in both English 
and Spanish. 
 Already the Bembridge House 
Lending Library is being put to good 
use. Stop by and pick up your next 
book!   
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 Sheila Gibbons and Alan Giomi, the 
second couple to win the Volunteers of 
the Year award, were recognized at the 
Long Beach Heritage Annual Meeting in 
July. Just a few years ago, Sheila and 
Alan moved to the Willmore City neigh-
borhood of Long Beach and almost  
immediately became active in the  
community. Sheila first volunteered to 

2019 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
By Chris Hogan

be in charge of hospitality for the Bem-
bridge House Operating Committee.  
During a vacation where they went to 
an afternoon tea at a historic property, 
Sheila and Alan realized that they could 
host something similar. So they subse-
quently created the first afternoon tea at 
the Bembridge House as a fundraiser. 
 Alan and Sheila had to do everything 
“from scratch” – collecting china, silver-
ware, and napkins, publicizing the event, 
organizing other volunteers to help,  
deciding on a menu, and then making 
all the appropriate food and brewing 
the teas. That initial afternoon tea was 
so successful that they have held many 
more!  (Go to the lbheritage.org to learn 
about upcoming teas. The teas are so 
popular, they sell out quickly.)
 If you came to any of the Victorian 

Christmas tours, the afternoon teas, the 
Historic Districts Meeting, or perhaps 
another special event at the Bembridge 
House this year or last, then you have 
no doubt enjoyed Alan’s accomplished 
baking skills!  Sheila and Alan also  
founded the Willmore Baking Company, 
an 8-week tuition-free program for no 
or low-income individuals interested in 
learning professional baking skills, with 
the Willmore City Heritage Association 
and a grant from the Long Beach Com-
munity Foundation’s Knight Foundation 
Fund. Willmore Baking Company has 
been supplying the Bembridge House 
and Long Beach Heritage functions with 
tasty cookies, pastries, and other savory 
goodies since 2018.
 Congratulations to Sheila and Alan!  
Your award was certainly well-deserved.

THE PARSONAGE MOVE

The First Congregational Church 
Parsonage, which was originally 
constructed on Cedar Avenue next 
to Cerritos Hall around 1887, was 
moved to 326 West 10th Street in 
Willmore City this past November. 

It was cut in half horizontally for the 
move, but the two pieces have been 
reunited and will soon be placed on 
the foundation. The Parsonage is 
one of the oldest buildings in Long 
Beach.

Photo by Louise Ivers

Cheryl Perry, (right) President of LB Heritage, presents  
the award to Sheila Gibbons and Alan Giomi
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WALKING TOUR NEWS
By Linda Dragga

 A native of Southern California, 
John Denissen discovered his interest in  
architecture while completing a  
college class in the history of art and 
architecture. He has continued to  
discover wonderful architecture just  
about everywhere, from the earliest 
civilizations, through Greek and Roman 
times, the Renaissance, to the modern 
forms we recognize easily today.  
 While John has a house in Mexi-
co and has lived in Hawaii, he reports 
Long Beach is his favorite place! He and 
his husband Steve have an immediate  

SUNNYSIDE CEMETERY UPDATE
The Long Beach City Council recently voted to take control of 
historic Sunnyside Cemetery, which opened in 1906, on Willow 
Street. The Parks and Recreation Department will be in charge 
of the cemetery, which has many notable citizens buried in it.  
Restoration of the grounds will begin soon.

Photo by Louise Ivers

fervent goal of surviving the restoration 
of their recently purchased Miner Smith 
Craftsman house in Belmont Heights.  
Additionally, they owned a mid-centu-
ry modern condo designed by Edward  
Killingsworth for a time and currently 
own two units in the International Tower, 
as well as other properties in the greater 
Los Angeles area.
 John is an appreciated addition 
to our Long Beach Heritage Walking 
Tour docent team. Attendees note his  
enthusiasm. According to John, “When  
I lead the tours, two things always  
delight me: one is that I learn so much 
from the participants.  There are people 
my age and older who have lived in Long 

Beach their entire lives.  When I flip to an 
historic photo they say, “Oh, I remember 
going there…” and usually a good story 
unfolds. The other thing that delights me 
is the people who have just moved to 
Long Beach or to Southern California.   
They have so many great questions.”
 In addition to leading the Downtown 
Tour every three months this past year, 
John has put the notes and photos for 
the Downtown Tour into his Ipad, a more 
convenient resource, and has indicated 
he is ready to begin leading some of our 
East Village Tours. Thank you, John! 
(See the Calendar section on the back 
of this newsletter for upcoming Walking 
Tour dates.)

PORT MURAL PRESERVED
Approximately two years ago, the grandchildren of Warren  
Dedrick, architect of the Long Beach Port Administra-
tion Building, gave a generous donation to Long Beach  
Heritage to help us save the mural portraying the history of the  
harbor on the façade. The mural has been carefully removed  
and methodically put in storage. We are currently looking for a 
new home for this 74 foot wide tile artwork, hand-painted by 
Paul Souza in 1959 at the Gladding McBean factory.

Photo by Louise Ivers
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT: FALL 2019
Thank you to the following Preservationist Members and above: 

BENEFACTOR
Ackerman Family

SUSTAINER
Geraldine Knatz & John Mulvery
Kevin & Ana Maria McGuan

PATRON
Jeremy Best
Lynn Brandt
Kaye Briegel
Jan Harper
Rick & Brad Hobbs-Seeley
Marsha Jeffer
Bob & Nancy Latimer
Jeff Malin & Marco Pizzo
Mary Lou Martin & Chris Byrne
Patty Moore & Jean Shapen
Marsha Naify
Cheryl & Mark Perry

CONTRIBUTER
Linda Bagwell
Betty Chaney
Liz Handley
Chris Hogan
Louise Ivers
Ruthann Lehrer
Janeice Mc Connell
Maureen Neeley & Dan Roberts
Cindy & Tom Olnick
Helena & Elbert Segelhorst

Jamia & Tim Seifert
Michele St. Peter
Regina Taylor
John Thomas

PRESERVATIONIST
Craig & Sarah Arnold
Leslie & Randy Arrington
Jill Black
Barbara Blackwell
Axel & Kathie Blickle
Barry & Kathy Blodgett
Michael & Kathleen Bohn
Charlene Bosl
Mike & Andrea Burrous
Dana Clark
James & Vicki Cunningham
Sharon & Robert Denham
Judith Edson
Robert & Scarlett Finney
Michele & Roger Fricke
Janice Furman
Belen Gaeta
Steffie Hands
Terry & Jeanne Harmon
Karen Highberger & Lou Gaudio
Harriett Ibbetson
Harvey Keller
Philip & Gillian Klinkert
Cecile Lindsay
Jim & Kathy Lingle
Sarah Locke

Bonnie Lowenthal & Evan Braude
Gina & Tom Maguire
Tom & Elaine Marks
Donna Mitnick
Brett Mizelle
Blake & Melissa Nicolai
Mike Norton & Chris Myint
Doug & Freda Otto
Ken & Sharon Pleshek
Marshall Pumphrey &
     Roxanne Fitzgerald
Betty & Gary Rousselo
Laura D. Salvay
Joan & Brian Sasaki
Leslie Scheller
Paul & Judy Schmidt
David & Jenny Shlemmer
Renee Simon
Matthew Sloan
Todd & Cathy Smith
Julie Stindt & Jim Meznek
Natasha & Jeff Stoltz
Eric Stovner
Marlene Temple
Stella Ungar
Carolee Windsor
Walter Wojak
David York
Sarah Yoseloff

To become a member, fill out the form 
on the back of this newsletter or online 
at www.lbhertiage.org.
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BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization 
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy 
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic places have 
in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about member-
ship levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-member.  

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone_________________________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR  
Long Beach Suffrage 100: 

Tea at the Bembridge House 

  Saturday, October 12, 2019

Victorian Christmas

  See front page article

32nd Annual Preservation Awards

  Thursday, March 19, 2020 

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
  9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
  9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street

Every 4th  Saturday - Willmore City  
  9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle

November 2nd - North Pine Walking Tour 
  A featured event for Jane’s Walk 
  9:30 a.m. @345 Pine Avenue

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

m  Call me with information on how I can  

 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

  Heritage Student/Senior ..................$45

  Heritage Friend .................................$60

  Heritage Household ..........................$75

  Heritage Preservationist ..................$100

  Heritage Contributor ......................$250

  Heritage Patron ..............................$500

  Heritage Associate ........................$750

  Heritage Sustainer ......................$1,000

  Heritage Benefactor ....................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to:

Long Beach Heritage

PO Box 92521

Long Beach, CA 90809

web lbheritage.org

phone (562) 493-7019   

email preservation@lbheritage.org   

Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage
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