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By Jacqueline Padilla-Perez

 In November we officially kicked 
off the season with holiday photos at 
the Bembridge House! The exterior of 
the carriage house was decked out in 
splendor for the photo shoot, com-
plete with garland, trees, lanterns and  
vintage toys. Long Beach Heri-
tage members were given the first  

Stephanie and Family from Precious Lamb Preschool 
Both Photos Credit: Jacqueline Padilla-Perez

HOLIDAY PHOTOS
opportunity to sign up for time slots,  
followed by the remaining community. 
Although some blustery weather put 
a halt to Saturday’s photo shoot, we 
were able to host the event on Sunday,  
November 8 with beautiful weather 
and families that contributed to a great 
time. In total, we raised $300 from the 
event. The options for holiday themed 
backgrounds included Christmas,  
Chanukah, and Kwanzaa. 
 We were able to spread some  
extra holiday cheer for the children and 
families of Precious Lamb Preschool, a 
local organization focused on breaking 
the cycle of homelessness one child 
at a time. We coordinated with school  
Director, Lailanie Cruz, to sched-
ule free photo shoots for the children 
and their families. Jacqueline Padilla- 
Perez, who serves as the Vice 
President of Fundraising for Long  
Beach Heritage, and her team at  

Wendy Golden and Mel Berger 

COLORING CONTEST
By Jacqueline Padilla-Perez 

 One of the special events  
included as part of the Heritage 
Holiday was our very first coloring 
contest! The talented artist, Mimi 
Masher, created beautiful black and 
white illustrations of each of the  
historic homes featured on the  
holiday lights tour. Children in 
grades Kindergarten through 8th 
were invited to participate in the 
contest which began on December 
4, with final entries being submitted 
on January 4. On Tuesday, January 
5, five students were notified of their 
winning entries. 
 The first place winning artwork, 
entered by Sofia, age 8, featured 
a hand drawn dog and cat, people 

Top Image: Sofia, age 8, First Prize winner 
Bottom Image: Mae, age 5, Honorable Mention 

Photo Credit: Jacqueline Padilla-Perez

gazing out from the window, and 
a peek at the interior furniture, all 
topped with sunrays, a rainbow, 
and birds in the sky flying south 
for the winter. Sofia was awarded 
with a $25 gift card to Pixie Toys 
located in Bixby Knolls. Roxanne, 
age 7, won second place for her 
entry and received a $20 gift card 
to Romeo Chocolates. Cece, age 
6, won third place and Amaya, age 
8, and Mae, age 5, both tied for 
honorable mention. All of them 
received gift cards to the Long 
Beach Creamery. We appreciate 
all of the children who participated 
in this event.

Historia Design & Consulting served 
as the volunteer photographer and 
helper elves at the event. The smiles 
were abundant as each family had their 
photo taken and received little holiday 
bundles in paper sacks decorated to 
look like reindeer. Each family bundle 
contained microwave popcorn, hot  
cocoa packets, candy and a puzzle. 
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2020 BEMBRIDGE HOUSE HOLIDAYS
By Chris Hogan

 Not so surprisingly, the Bembridge 
House had few of its usual Victo-
rian Christmas celebrations this past  
December. Instead, we had to be flex-
ible and create some new traditions.
 The Willmore City Baking Compa-
ny made over 30 dozen of its delicious 
Christmas sugar cookies, which were 
sold to raise money for the House.  
(If you came to the Bembridge House 
for any of the events in December of 
2018 or 2019, you enjoyed the cookies 
then!) Thanks to Jacqueline P. and Kim 
C. for organizing the online sales and 
distributing the cookies to the many 
buyers. An especially big Thank You to 
Alan Giomi for giving his time and do-
ing all the hard work to bake the cook-
ies, as well as donating the costs of 
the ingredients. Such generosity!
 Another successful new idea was 
the Heritage Holiday Lights Cruise-By. 
Eleven homeowners in the Historic Dis-
tricts of Willmore City, Bluff Park and 
Bluff Heights volunteered to showcase 
their houses that had lots of lights and 
decorations. Back in October and early 
November professional photographer 
Matt Sersion took photos of all the 
houses. Then, artist Mimi Masher used 
those house photos and turned them 
into coloring pages for children to col-
or (and add their own individual artistic 
touches). An online map for families to 
follow while cruising by in their cars 
was created to highlight the homes. 
The Bembridge House was the grand 
finale on the tour. Parents could send 
in their children’s handiwork to enter 
our coloring contest. There were five 
talented winners in the contest! Super 
thanks to both Matt and Mimi who each 
spent hours on their projects. Kudos 
to the event helpers (notably Jacque-
line and Kim again, as well as Cheryl) 
and all the homeowners, too. We hope 
to expand the Heritage Holiday Lights 
Cruise-By next year to include more 
of the city’s historic districts and also 
extend the coloring contest to include 
adult submissions.
 The volunteer Bembridge House 
gardeners were ready with many plants 

and crafts, but the always-popular 
Garden Boutique had to transition to 
walk-up sales, which are still continu-
ing on our Thursday gardening day (un-
less there is rain) from 10:00 to 1:30. 
An online sales portal for the Garden 
Boutique should be finished soon. 
 Best of all this holiday season, of 
course, was the Bembridge House it-

self. The Willmore City Heritage Associ-
ation beautifully decorated the outside 
of the House and carriage house with 
garlands and wreaths, as the neighbor-
hood group has done for years. This 
year, though, the neighborhood added 
scores of sparkling strands of lights 
to illuminate the trees in front of the  
(cont’d to page 3)

Porch of the Bembridge House decorated for the holidays 
Photo Credit: Jose Cordon

Bembridge House Lights and Ornaments at Night
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers



3phone (562) 493-7019     facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage 

Bembridge House front gable with original ornamental plaster reliefs 
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers

(from page 2)
 
House and those along the driveway. 
To make the House even more fes-
tive, four Christmas trees were located 
outside on the front porch for the first 
time, and trees and decorations were 
prominently placed inside the big pic-
ture windows of the first parlor down-
stairs, the master bedroom, and the 
sun porch upstairs. The porch trees 
were decorated by many of the his-
toric neighborhood group volunteers 
who have decorated rooms for the Vic-
torian Christmas in past years. Again, 
I have to give a shout of thank yous 
to the volunteers from Willmore City, 
Belmont Heights, Bluff Heights, Bluff 
Park, California Heights and Rose Park 
historic neighborhoods who helped so 
wonderfully, as well as Elisa T. Hope-
fully, you were able to see the House in 
all its spectacular holiday lit-up finery. 
I don’t think that the Bembridge House 
has ever looked more breathtaking!
 I know we all hope for a happy, 
healthy 2021.

New reliefs created by David Parsons that will replace the 
old damaged ones in the Bembridge House gable 
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers

STAY CONNECTED 
Visit our website and follow us 
on social media for preservation 
updates, news, and events. 

l Lbheritage.org/latest-news/
l Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage
l Instagram.com/lbheritage/
l Twitter.com/lb_heritage
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By Cheryl Perry

 Cats have a long history at the 
Bembridge House. Dorothy Bembridge 
fed many a cat that wandered onto the 
property. For the most part they re-
mained outdoor cats.  However, Linda 
Renner recalls seeing her feeding them 
at times in the kitchen. Ruthann Lehrer 
also remembers the cats and even re-
members Dorothy having a mother and 
kittens in a box on the upstairs sun-
porch. After Dorothy was gone, there 
were still several cats that claimed the 
Bembridge House as home, so Ruth-
ann continued to go to the house to 
feed them knowing that that would be 

MEET MAMA CAT - THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE’S FULL TIME RESIDENT

what Dorothy would have wanted.
 A few years ago a young cat and 
three kittens were discovered on the 
side of the house.  A nearby resident, 
Jenny Sersion, known for her work with 
foster kittens, took pity on them and 
began feeding them.  When the kittens 
were old enough, Jenny took them, 
along with Mama, to get fixed.  After 
returning to the Bembridge House, 
the kittens eventually wandered off, 
but Mama stayed.  Jenny didn’t want 
to get attached to the cat and so 
wouldn’t name her – thus just called 
her the mama cat. However, since the 

Photo Credit: Cheryl Perry

cat decided that the Bembridge House 
seemed like a pretty good place to live, 
she has stayed on and has retained the 
name Mama Cat. Jenny, bless her, has 
continued to come every day to feed 
her. The volunteer gardeners have now 
also become attached to Mama Cat, 
and her to them, so they are now help-
ing with the feeding on the days they 
are there.
 I think Dorothy would be happy to 
know that there is still a feline presence 
at the house.  
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FIRESTONE TIRE COMPANY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING IN SOUTH GATE 
ENDANGERED

 The Firestone Administration 
Building is one of the most extensive 
and finest examples of tile work in 
Southern California that is still extant, 
but the LACCD does not seem to un-
derstand the importance of conserving 
and restoring the murals, as well as the 
building, which is an excellent example 
of twenties Revival Style architecture. 
The exterior of this structure retains its 
original aspect, as well as a wrought 
iron fence that surrounds it. Claude 
Beelman also designed the Eastern 
Columbia Building at 849 South Broad-
way in Los Angeles, a turquoise and 
gold tiled Art Deco landmark, in 1929. 
 Long Beach Heritage joins the Los 

Angeles Conservancy in calling for the 
preservation of the Firestone Admin-
istration Building, the last remaining 
structure on the site at the corner of 
Firestone Boulevard and Santa Fe Ave-
nue. It was previously used as an adult 
school, but the LACCD has no plans 
to incorporate it into the new campus.  
It represents an important era in the 
history of industry in Los Angeles 
County and was the second Firestone 
Tire and Rubber manufacturing fa-
cility built in the United States (after 
the one in Akron).It is one of the best  
examples of the work of Claude Beel-
man and should be adaptively reused 
in the future.

By Louise Ivers

 Presently owned by the Los An-
geles Community College District, the 
site of the old Firestone Tire and Rub-
ber plant in South Gate is slated to 
become a satellite campus. The origi-
nal 300’x456’ factory building, which 
was constructed in 1927-1928 at 2525 
Firestone Boulevard, has already been 
reduced to a pile of rubble. Along with 
the Administration Building, which still 
remains intact, it was determined to 
be eligible for listing in the Califor-
nia Register of Historical Resources 
in an environmental impact report 
done in 2009. Now the Administration 
Building (also referred to as Build-
ing 2) of 1927-1928 will possibly be  
demolished as well. It was designed by 
Claude Beelman (1884-1963), a noted 
Los Angeles architect, in a Spanish  
Renaissance Revival style. Construct-
ed of steel reinforced concrete, it has 
an oblique plan with an arched en-
trance in a hip roofed tower. Atop the 
tower is a metal cupola with classical 
motifs and along the walls are roundels 
with mythological reliefs. Inside this 
striking exterior is a lobby with large, 
hand painted tile murals designed by 
A. B. Heinsbergen and manufactured 
by Gladding McBean, flanked by walls 
of bisque Batchelder tiles. These mu-
rals portray workers harvesting rubber 
from trees in Africa (Firestone owned a 
plantation in Liberia), as well as a large 
factory building (perhaps the original 
Firestone plant in Akron, Ohio) above 
the doorway.

Firestone Tire and Rubber Company Administration Building, 1927-1928, Claude Beelman Architect
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers
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Classical relief of a chariot drawn by horses on the exterior of the Firestone Tire Administration Building
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers

Sheet metal tower with classical motifs atop the Firestone 
building in South Gate  
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers

Entrance to Firestone Tire Company Administration Building
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers

Tile mural of African workers in Liberia harvesting rubber 
on a plantation owned by the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company in the lobby of the Administration Building in 
South Gate.
Photo Credit: Brian Kaiser

Tile mural by Gladding McBean of a factory in the lobby of 
the Firestone Administration Building 
Photo Credit: Brian Kaiser
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH FAÇADE RESTORED TO ITS FORMER 
GLORY
By Louise Ivers 

 One of Long Beach’s most notable architectural land-
marks, the First Congregational Church at 241 Cedar Ave-
nue, has undergone a very successful restoration of its east 
façade. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
the red brick building with glazed terra cotta details was 
designed by H. M. Patterson and constructed in 1914 at a 
cost of $165,000. Over the years the façade and the rose 
window deteriorated, in spite of the fact that the architect 
used a type of water repellant brick, which was made by 
the Los Angeles Pressed Brick Company. The many in-
tricate pieces of the rose window frame were shipped to 
Long Beach from the Atlantic Terra Cotta Company in New 
Jersey. The stunning stained glass was designed by Mack-
ay & Company of Los Angeles.
 The First Congregational Church hired John Fidler 
Preservation Technology of Marina del Rey to restore the 
east façade, which involved repointing the bricks and or-
dering new pieces of terra cotta fabricated in England to 
replace the ones that were damaged. In addition, Fidler 
constructed a new stainless steel armature to hold the 
framework of the rose window in place and performed as-
bestos and lead abatement.
 The Long Beach Naval Memorial Heritage Association 
awarded two grants of $50,000 each to the church for the 
restoration of the east façade and the National Fund for 
Sacred Places gave them a matching grant of $100,000. 
Fund raising is ongoing because the entire restoration of 
the building is estimated at $2,000,000. The First Congre-
gational Church occupies a special place in the history of 
Long Beach and was originally founded by the Bixby family 
in 1888.

Side entrance of First Congregational Church 
Photo Credit: Louise Ivers
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CALENDAR  
Tours are a bit on hold, however if 
you are interested in a tour please 
call to see if we can accommodate  
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
  9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean 
Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
  9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street

Every 4th  Saturday - Willmore City  
  9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization 
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy 
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic plac-
es have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about 
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-
member. 

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m  Call me with information on how I can  
 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45

 Heritage Friend .........................................$60

 Heritage Household ..................................$75

 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

 Heritage Associate .................................$750

 Heritage Sustainer ..............................$1,000

 Heritage Benefactor ............................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to: 
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809 
web lbheritage.org   
phone (562) 493-7019   
email preservation@lbheritage.org   
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage


