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HERITAGE HOLIDAY AT THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE
SAVE THE DATES!

THE ARTABAN
CELEBRATES ITS
100TH BIRTHDAY
By Louise Ivers

Bembridge House at holiday season - Photo Credit Louise Ivers

Daytime Tours: Tuesdays & Saturdays (November 30 & December 4,
7, 11, 14, & 18),1:00 to 3:30 PM
Nighttime Tours: For adults only on
December 3 & 10, 6:00 – 7:30 PM
The Magic of the Season returns
to the Bembridge House! Heritage
Holiday will celebrate the traditional
yuletide beauty on display inside and
outside of the property, as well as
recognize Hanukah and Kwanzaa.
Hooray! This year’s decorating theme
is “The 12 Days of Christmas” - five
golden rings, anyone?
Everyone is invited to attend the
daytime Bembridge House tours (and
enjoy the yummy cookies!).The two
Friday night tours are for adults only,
because “holiday wassail” (wine) and
light refreshments are served. But,
either an afternoon or evening setting
is perfect to showcase the Bembridge
House’s Heritage Holiday glow. The
shiny sparkle of all the decorations

and the twinkling lights are not to be
missed! Bring friends and family to
celebrate the Happiest Season.
Each year the Bembridge House
gardeners and volunteers create a
Garden Boutique in and around the
carriage house.
Small and large
succulent bowls, as well as wreaths,
garden art, and inexpensive handcrafted treasures, are offered. Everything at the Garden Boutique is unique
and sure to be a keepsake or a special
gift!
Space is limited, so reservations are required. Heritage Holiday is
open to members and non-members.
Reservations for the daytime tours at
the Bembridge House are $15 (children
accompanied by an adult are free).
Reservations for the two nighttime
tours are $20. You’ll be able to make
a reservation soon through the Long
Beach Heritage website at www.lbheritage.org. Hope to see you during the
Holiday Season!

Photo taken in 1928 - From the
Long Beach Public Library collection

Located
at
10
Atlantic
Avenue at the corner of Ocean
Boulevard, the Artaban was
constructed in 1921 as ownyour-own apartments. It was
designed by Charles McKenzie
(1874-1957) of San Jose, who
was born in Boston, moved to
northern California as a child,
and worked as a draftsman in
Joseph McKee’s office in San
Jose in 1894. Frank Delos Wolfe
soon took over the firm and in
1897 they became partners in
the firm of Wolfe & McKenzie.
They designed many Victorian
cottages and Craftsman bungalows in Santa Clara County
and published an architectural
pattern book (cont’d page 2)

Detail of a relief head representing the magus Artaban - Photo Credit Louise Ivers

(from page 1) titled Book of
Designs in 1907. When he struck
out on his own in 1910, McKenzie
was hired to plan many religious and
commercial buildings with classical
and Spanish details in San Jose and
environs. [“Croft House,” State of
California Departments of Parks
and Recreation, Historic Landmark
nomination, 2012]
An advertisement in the Daily
Telegram in 1920 touted the prospective eight-story Artaban Apartment
Homes as the tallest building in the
city with a view of “a wonderful panorama of Long Beach,” not only of the
Pacific Ocean, but stretching all the
way to the Sierra Madre. The Artaban
has “beautiful glassed-in sun porches
on the roof garden; they are provided
with a flower-massed court….” [20
September 1920] In January 1921 the
Long Beach Press reported that work
would start on the $400,000 Artaban
soon, but ground was not broken until May of that year. The building was
completed in April 1922 and the apartment owners took possession of their
units at that time.
The Artaban has a rather plain
exterior with only a few classical details.
When it was first constructed, scrolled
pediments with urns were placed over
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the end windows on the fourth and
seventh stories on the Ocean Boulevard façade, but these probably were
destroyed during the 1933 earthquake
that devastated Long Beach. Shallow
balconies supported by brackets, a
projecting cornice, and triple glazed
wood-framed windows are original
elements that are still visible. The
entrance to the building on the

preservation@lbheritage.org

Atlantic Avenue side of the structure
is encased in an arched panel and the
doorway is surrounded by a band of
glazed terracotta reliefs with garlands,
cornucopias, and heads in circular frames. One of these undoubtedly
portrays Artaban, who was thought
to be the fourth magi and arrived in
Jerusalem after Jesus was crucified.
Artaban was a Mede from Persia and
the relief on the building portrays a
man wearing a turban. Inside, the
well-preserved lobby has a beamed
ceiling with painted vine and leaf
designs, marble floors, and wrought
iron staircase railings. A massive tile
fireplace has a Tudor arched opening
and reliefs on the mantel.
In 1922, while the Artaban was
under construction, Charles McKenzie
designed the Westlake Professional
Building in Los Angeles for the Wholesale Properties Company. The exterior
was similar to that of the Artaban with
plain cement walls, projecting balconies, a roof garden, and minimal classical details. The Westlake structure
contained medical offices and had a
co-operative type of ownership.
Although the Artaban is no
longer the tallest building on Ocean
Boulevard, it retains a distinctive
appearance amidst the nearby glass
walled skyscrapers. Soon after its

Entrance to the Artaban - Photo Credit Louise Ivers
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organizers of the LBH Holiday Cruise-by event (decorating her own
house in the process), besides hand-delivering all the cookies ordered by
customers throughout the city. Her husband Ron helps out on various projects,
too, including fixing the fence on the west side of the House and replacing a
broken stair in the carriage house.
On a personal note, Kim is very special to me. Two years ago, someone came
on the Bembridge House property and (no doubt thinking it was valuable) stole
the plaque on the memorial fountain in Pepper Tree Court which I had installed
honoring my late husband, Layne Johnson. Knowing how much it meant to me
(and realizing how difficult it would be for me to do), Kim took it upon herself to
order a replacement plaque as soon as possible. She then quickly installed the
new one on the fountain. Wow, what a caring person!
Kim and Ron couldn’t attend the Annual Meeting, because they were on a
dream trip to the Galapagos Islands and the Ecuadorian jungles. So, we volunteer gardeners held our own special breakfast on a recent gardening day to
celebrate Kim. From serving cookies and punch to now serving on the LB Heritage Board as Vice-President of Membership, Kim Campanelli certainly deserves
accolades and is a totally worthy recipient of the Volunteer of the Year Award!
Congratulations and thank you, Kim!

construction, it was followed by
other notable downtown multi-family
residences, such as the Blackstone,
the Cooper Arms, and the Willmore.
The Artaban is designated a Long
Beach City Landmark and the apartments are still individually owned.

VOLUNTEER OF THE
YEAR 2020 – 2021
By Chris Hogan

Kim Campanelli was given the
Volunteer of the Year Award at the
Long Beach Heritage Annual Meeting
in July. Kim began at the Bembridge
House during Victorian Christmas a
few years ago as a refreshment server. At the end of the Holiday Season,
she became a volunteer gardener.
She showed up weekly, doing whatever was needed to help maintain the
gardens. Even during the pandemic,
Kim was there on Thursdays, weeding, watering, pruning, and gifting us
volunteer gardeners with her baked
goods and prize-winning jams and
jellies!
Somehow
along
the
way,
Kim started the Bembridge Instagram
account,
social
media
aficionado
that
she
is.
Last
Christmas, she was one of the

Bembridge house gardeners
Kim Campanelli and Chris Hogan

CONGRATS

Drawing by Charles McKenzie of the Westlake Professional
Building in Los Angeles, designed in 1922

Kim’s prize-winning jellies at the OC Fair

KIM!
phone

(562) 493-7019

facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Chris Hogan

Dear Long Beach Heritage Members
and Friends,
Greetings!
At
the
July
Annual Meeting, I was elected as the next Long Beach
Heritage President which is such
an honor, thank you! You probably
already know me, and I shouldn’t
need much of an introduction. I’ve
served on the Heritage Executive
Board for ten years, the last nine
as Vice President of the Bembridge
House, so I’m certainly not “new.”
However, there’s much for me
to learn regarding this new role. Not
only because of all the challenges the
pandemic has created, but also all
the changes due to technological
advances
(running
a
meeting
on Zoom, for example) and the
increasing emphasis on social media
happening now, I definitely have a
learning curve. I’ll certainly be relying heavily on Cheryl’s presidential
knowledge and expertise. I already
know that I will appreciate everyone’s assistance as I begin my term.
After all those years, how can I
not continue to be actively involved
in the Bembridge House? Of course,
I’ll be helping the very competent
Sheila Gibbons & Alan Giomi (when
needed, that is) as they take charge
of running the property. I will also
keep my long-time jobs as docent,
gardener and, at least for this year,
coordinator of Heritage Holiday.
There’s a new name for the former
Victorian Christmas events – an
opportunity to be more inclusive of
the community and be more flexible
in decorating.
As we face the uncertainties of
the future, I pledge to do my best as
Long Beach Heritage President and
trust that I will rise to the occasion no
matter the circumstances. Thank you
again for your faith in me!
P.S.My fellow volunteer gardeners are asking for donations of
any pots or planters you may have.
We can always use more gardening
supplies at the House.
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Roses at the Bembridge House - Photo Credit Louise Ivers

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE NEWS
After the Bembridge House reopened for tours in June, many guests have
since walked through the property. We‘ve had many locals and visitors new to
Long Beach come to see the House and the gardens. One woman who toured the
property was actually a docent at a historic home in the Hudson Valley of New
York state and was so interesting. She’s presently on a summer’s quest to visit
as many historic sites as possible as she travels back across the country! All the
visitors have seemed to really enjoy seeing the Bembridge House and hearing
about its (and Dorothy’s family’s) history in person.
The upstairs of the Bembridge House is now open to tour. We have a new
docent, Val Pfeifer (spotlighted in the previous LBH newsletter in spring 2021),
and he has graciously volunteered to take the guests through those rooms. He’s
been committed to learning the information he has to share as well as asking
long-time tour guide questions when the Docent’s manual is unclear. Thank you
for joining the volunteer BH team, Val!

preservation@lbheritage.org
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A SAD FAREWELL TO JONATHAN GLASGOW
By Cheryl Perry		

JONATHAN GLASGOW 11/25/1958 – 7/3/2021

Jonathan Glasgow was a long-time friend and supporter of Long
Beach Heritage. Anyone who attended one of the Great Homes Tours
probably saw Jon there as he always volunteered to docent at one of
the homes.
Jon loved Long Beach and even though he was passionate about
contemporary architecture, he also advocated for the preservation of
many of Long Beach’s historic buildings. Jon worked on some adaptive
reuse projects in the city such as the Walker Building, Kress Building,
Courtyard Lofts, and the Masonic Temple. He served on Long Beach
Heritage’s Advocacy Committee for several years and in 2014 was
named Preservationist of the Year.
Jon also volunteered his time to serve as a Project Advisor for the
Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage Association, an organization that
supports preservation projects in the City of Long Beach.
Jon was active in so many aspects of Long Beach – it is hard to
imagine him not being here. He is certainly missed.

Photo of Rainbow Pier in 1946. Courtesy of
USC Digital Library
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SUFFRAGE-TEA CENTENNIAL AT THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE
By James Tweet

On August 26, members of Long
Beach Suffrage 100 got off the Big
Red Bus at the Bembridge House to
honor a century of change and progress in the constitutional effort of
equal rights. The members entered
between the house and garden, parading together and clothed in white with
sashes of yellow and purple to symbolize past colors worn in support for
women’s suffrage.
The suffrage centennial originated in 1911, when thousands of
people gathered in Long Beach at the
corner of Ocean Boulevard and Chestnut Avenue in the Hotel Virginia. Their
organization marked the state of
California’s journey toward women’s
right to vote, ten years before the
federal ratification of the 19th Amendment. Among the crowd were politicians, attorneys, and even Fannie Bixby, from Long Beach’s founding family.
Yellow buttons were pinned to attendees as they assembled in the now
demolished
building
and
the
Long Beach Suffrage 100 made

the journey from the same site,
with
the
same
buttons
and
colors, to the Bembridge House
for an event in remembrance of the
endeavor.
Zoe Nicholson spearheaded the
celebration. She is a lifelong activist,
author, and organizer for women’s
suffrage and intersectional equality.
Originally from Wisconsin, she has
been in California for decades and
worked for the Equal Rights Amendment that was first proposed in 1923
to guarantee equal rights to Americans regardless of sex. Nicholson
once fasted for 37 days in 1982 in
a public demonstration for the ERA
legislation.
As she made her way through the
garden before the event, Nicholson
explained how the tea party was in
honor of early gatherings for change.
She described how, even before the
famous Seneca Falls Convention of
1848, public spaces were not accessible for women’s collective pursuits.
Women had to come together through
clubs and events such as tea parties,
while thousands of people across
the nation gathered in support of the
centennial on the declared Women’s
Equality Day.
Food and drinks were served by
Long Beach Heritage volunteers as
the tables filled in the shaded area
of Peppertree Court. Long Beach
Councilwomen Cindy Allen and Mary
Zendejas were present in solidarity. Speeches were given, songs
were sung and music was played
during
the
festive
afternoon.
Nicholson made her rounds to
tables and delivered words and
thanks to the group. She carried a
bag with the words: “Suffrage is unfinished business.”
The group of supporters gathered
at the Bembridge House to recognize
women who have contributed to the

Zoe Nicholson - Photo Credit James Tweet
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city of Long Beach and who worked in
the movement for change and inclusion in the last century and beyond.

THE FUTURE FOR THE QUEEN MARY
The Queen Mary, which is in dire need of preservation, is going to be turned over to the Port of Long Beach, which
hopefully will be able to fund its restoration. The graceful historic ocean liner is on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Queen Mary departed from Southampton, England embarking on her maiden voyage on May 27, 1936.
The Queen Mary had set a new benchmark in transatlantic travel, which the
rich and famous considered as the only
civilized way to travel. She quickly
seized the hearts and imaginations of
the public on both sides of the Atlantic,
representing the spirit of an era known
for its elegance, class and style.
Since her retirement from the sea
as an active liner in 1967, the Queen
Mary has been a popular Southern California attraction, hotel, and venue for
special events. The ship carried some
2.2 million passengers in peacetime
and 810,000 military personnel in the
Second World War, but here in Long
Beach, an estimated 50 million people
have visited.
Read more about the history of the
Queen Mary at www.queenmary.com/
history.
Queen Mary - Photo Credit for both images Louise Ivers

STAY CONNECTED

Visit our website and follow us on social media for preservation updates, news, and events.
Lbheritage.org/latest-news/
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage
Instagram.com/lbheritage/
Twitter.com/lb_heritage

phone

(562) 493-7019

facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage

7

CALENDAR
Tours are a bit on hold, however if
you are interested in a tour please
call to see if we can accommodate
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019
WALKING TOURS

Every 2 nd Saturday - East Village
9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd
Every 3 rd Saturday - Downtown
9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street
Every 4 th Saturday - Willmore City
9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle
BEMBRIDGE TOURS

Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4 th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER!

Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic places have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-amember.
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________
Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m Call me with information on how I can

volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45
 Heritage Friend .........................................$60
 Heritage Household..................................$75
 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

Layout: BeachCityDesign.com

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

P.O. Box 92521, LB, CA 90809
web
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(562) 493-7019
preservation@lbheritage.org

 Heritage Associate .................................$750
 Heritage Sustainer..............................$1,000
 Heritage Benefactor............................$2,000

m I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to:
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809
web

lbheritage.org
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(562) 493-7019
preservation@lbheritage.org
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