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THE AWARDS BENEFIT RETURNS THIS SPRING - MAY 19, 2022
By Chris Hogan

After a two-year absence, the
annual Long Beach Heritage Awards
Benefit
is
returning
in
person.
Hooray! Of course, due to the present
circumstances, the affair will look different this year. Since at the time of
this writing, all indoor public functions
continue to require mask-wearing, the
Benefit will be outside. And instead
of a dinner, the Benefit will be a
luncheon. Definitely not traditional, but
still celebratory! The Awards Benefit
will be held at the Bembridge House in
beautiful Peppertree Court on Thursday, May 19 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. There will be a catered lunch with
time to view the items for the Silent
Auction beforehand. The Preservation
awardees will then be announced and
honored. Details are still being finalized, but you won’t want to miss this.
The 2022 Long Beach Heritage
awardees include the Metropolitan
Hotel at the corner of Broadway and

Linden Avenue, which was remodeled
by W. Horace Austin in 1933 after the
earthquake damaged its façade. This
Streamline Moderne building in the
East Village will receive a Rehabilitation award.
The Belmont Shore Mobile Estates,
designed by noted African-American
architect, Roy Sealey of Los Angeles,
has been chosen for a Restoration
award. Its iconic Mid-Century Modern
Clubhouse was restored to its former
glory by local contractor Jan van Dijs.
The owners of an extensively and
beautifully renewed home by MidCentury Modern architect Paul Tay
at 5510 East Lonna Linda Drive will
receive a Restoration award. The work
was overseen by the late architect, and
former LBH Preservationist of the Year,
Jon Glasgow.
A Merit award will go to Long
Beach’s newest Historic District, the
Nehyam (formerly Grant) neighbor-

hood. Kudos go to its leader, Jeff
Rowe, who brought the community
together and spent much time organizing the district.
The First Congregational Church
is totally deserving of its Preservation
Award for the meticulous, attentionto-every-detail, project that included
stabilizing and revitalizing the terra
cotta ornament of the Rose Window
on the east façade of the building.
The Church was designed by H. M.
Patterson and was built in 1913-1914
at the corner of Third Street and Cedar
Avenue.
Dan Pressburg will be honored
with the Preservationist of the Year
Award for his years-long commitment
to historic preservation, not just in his
neighborhood of North Long Beach,
but throughout the city. His home,
the Dairy House, which he carefully
restored, was the first city landmark
in Council District 9. (See additional
images on back cover)

First Congregational Church. Photo by Louise Ivers

Metropolitan Hotel. Photo by Louise Ivers

MY FAVORITE BUILDING: THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF LONG BEACH
By Louise Ivers

Original First National Bank building, 1903. Courtesy of the
Historical Society of Long Beach

Clock tower. Photo by Louise Ivers

Located on what was once one
of the most prominent corners of the
young city of Long Beach, First Street
and Pine Avenue, the First National
Bank of Long Beach (now L’Opera
restaurant) was designed by the firm
of Train & Williams of Los Angeles.
Robert F. Train (1869-1951) and Robert E. Williams (1874-1960) received
the commission for a new bank building in 1902 and a three-story structure
with a clock tower was constructed in
1903. These architects soon opened a
branch office in Long Beach because
they began to receive numerous commissions for other commercial and
residential buildings in the city.
The original First National Bank
at the northwest corner of First and
Pine had “pressed brick, iron, and
plate glass fronts, burglar-proof and
steel vaults and other up-to-date features.” [The Builder & Contractor, 24
July 1902] It was faced with red brick
and had a prominent oriel window at
the corner. Above this was a distinctive clock tower with arches, gables,
and finials. A pierced masonry cornice
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Entrance. Photo by Louise Ivers

supported by large brackets ran the
length of the roof on both sides of the
building. The entrance to the banking
room was at the corner, up a flight of
marble stairs. The architects undoubtedly would have said that the bank was
designed in a Renaissance style.
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The First National Bank of Long
Beach was founded in 1900 with a
capital of $25,000. J. M. Elliott was the
president, James Benjamin Heartwell
was the vice president, and Charles
Leonard Heartwell was the cashier.
Other directors included W. W. Lowe,
W. P. L. Stafford, C. J. Walker, and W.
L. Campbell. [Walter H. Case, History of
Long Beach, Long Beach: Press-Telegram, 1935] These men were prominent
and wealthy residents of the fledgling
beach resort.
Only two years later, in 1905, the
owners of the bank decided to enlarge
the building to five stories and the
striking design by Train & Williams was
published in the local newspapers in
December. “The new structure will be
of steel and pressed brick, five stories
with basements, and will be equipped
with two elevators and all the most
modern appliances for comfort and
convenience.” [The Daily Telegram, 9
December 1905] The addition literally
encompassed the original bank and
patrons did not experience any interruptions in their transactions during
construction. Excavation began in
March 1906 and the steel frame was
built by the Union Iron Works of Los
Angeles. The new façades were faced
with cream-colored cement bricks
manufactured by the Corona Brick
Company and the decorative iron work
was made by the Bailey Ornamental Iron Company. The clock from the
1903 bank was put into the new corner tower and the remodeled building opened on (continue on page 3)

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL WILL SOON CHANGE
HANDS By Louise Ivers

Remodeled First National Bank building, 1906-1907

(cont’d from page 2)
August 24, 1907. Like the original
bank, it was also designed in a Renaissance Revival style, with ornate classical pediments above the windows on
the top story.
The exterior of the First National
Bank remains pretty much intact and
it was restored in 1987. The original pedimented marble entrance is
still found at the corner and another
marble entrance with classical motifs is seen on the Pine Avenue side
of the structure. The building is now
a Long Beach landmark and is occupied by L’Opera, an excellent Italian restaurant. The interior has been
somewhat altered to accommodate
the restaurant, but the large Corinthian
columns and the plaster ceiling with
elaborate classical motifs remain. The
bar is located where the marble-clad
tellers’ counter originally stood and
the tables for dining are placed on the
marble floor. The First National Bank
remains a visible monument to the early days of downtown Long Beach and
is one of the oldest surviving commercial buildings in the city. It is a reminder of the time when Pine Avenue was
the commercial and mercantile center
of the “Queen of Beaches.

A revered historic structure in Long Beach, Community Hospital (19221924) has closed its doors again. Planned in 1922 by esteemed local
architect Hugh R. Davies (1884-1967), it opened in 1924 at the corner of
Termino Avenue and State Street (now Pacific Coast Highway). The design
of the building, which encompasses an arcaded courtyard, was described
as “Spanish mission architecture” and it was constructed with a reinforced
concrete frame and stucco walls. [The Daily Telegram, 26 October 1922]
Built to accommodate 150 patients, with all of the latest equipment including
a laboratory, X-ray room, and incubator for premature babies, the hospital
has long been a distinctive feature in the east side of Long Beach. Living
quarters for the nurses were in a separate structure next to the hospital.
It was constructed by R. E. Campbell at a cost of $233,265. In 1980, the
building became a city landmark, but was shut down in 2018 by Memorial
Hospital, which owned it at the time, because it failed to bring in the desired
amount of income. In 2019, the city leased Community Hospital to Molina,
Wu, Network LLC, but it was not reopened until January 2021, and only
remained in use for less than a year due to a lack of patients and the need for
expensive earthquake reinforcement. Terms of the lease agreement provide
for its sale to MWN and Long Beach Heritage hopes that they will continue
to be good stewards of the historic fabric of the building, which retains its
original aspect.

Above Image: Picture taken 5 years ago by Louise Ivers
Below Image: Community Hospital soon after it opened
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THE BEMBRIDGE REPORT
By Sheila Gibbons

The Bembridge House continues
to survive the Covid-19 outbreaks
like the graceful, stately lady she is.
The volunteers who continue to come
out to support her really are to thank
for the success of our annual holiday tours; from the amazing historic
districts residents who continue to
come every year to decorate the
house, to the docents who show up
at every tour, or the gardeners who
staff the garden shop. We are deeply touched and appreciate your support during this difficult time. We
simply couldn’t continue without
you, so if you volunteered or bought
tickets to a tour, a big thank you. A
special thanks goes to Joan Sasaki.
Joan is always involved with Chris
Hogan in the decorating of the house.
This year she also did the lion’s share
of packing up the decorations and the
restaging for the reopening of tours.
It is the goal of the Bembridge
House to become a more neighborhood friendly and inclusive site. For
the first time this year, decorations for
Hannukah and Kwanzaa were put up
at holiday season. We hope to recruit

Spanish speaking docents for tours
and partner with Willmore City Heritage
Association for an open-door community event. The Bembridge House
belongs to everyone.
The gardeners are planting a new
red rose in the front red garden in honor of Maricela Honorato. Maricela was
the neighbor who tragically lost her life
on Park Circle during a shooting last
September. Her family tells us Maricela
loved red roses.
A former docent and volunteer of
the year, Michelle St. Peter Allen, and
her husband Paul Allen were honored
by the Old Riverside Foundation News
for the work they did on their 1920s
Mediterranean style home in Riverside,
in particular, rebuilding wooden exterior balconies. Michelle is deeply missed
by her Bembridge House family, but we
are thrilled to see she continues to be a
supporter of historic preservation.
Lastly, the Bembridge House is
always looking for volunteers.
We
need docents, gardeners, handypersons. If you think you have a skill
we could use, don’t hesitate to contact
us at willmorebaking@gmail.com.

Volunteers, Dianne McNinch, Faye Kenoly and Judy Way
show the selfie wreath to a guest

FIRE STATION #9
Fire Station #9 has been declared surplus
property by the city of Long Beach. It is located at
3917 Long Beach Boulevard and was designed by
W. Horace Austin, one of our most prolific architects in
the first half of the twentieth century. Built in 1938-1939
by WPA workers, it displays a Tudor Revival style of
architecture, which was popular at the time.
Long Beach Heritage hopes that someone who wants
to restore the Fire Station will step forward and
purchase it.
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IRIS SCHUTZ
By James Tweet

Since Long Beach Heritage is a
nonprofit dedicated to historic preservation, one wouldn’t be surprised by
our knack for nostalgia. One can find
a video tour of the Bembridge House
featuring Iris Schutz from 2007 on the
website homepage. The video quality is far from high definition, yet Iris’
energy is as clear as it is today. Firm,
blue eyes and a heavy necklace of
black stones steady her in the present
tense. They form a triad of balance,
an earned equilibrium from a life born
in the Great Depression and career
marked by movement and involvement.
“I think it takes you back in time,”
said Iris, regarding the Bembridge
House. “To me, it’s a mansion.” She
didn’t meet this mansion until after her
retirement and Dorothy Rankin’s passing in 1999. Before that senior chapter
in life, Iris was going and growing in
different places.
Her father worked as a shoe salesman and the family moved frequently.
Iris was born in Houston but came to
Southern California with her family as
a child. She recalls the 1933 earthquake and the damage it caused near
their home on 3rd Street.
Her late husband Richard served
in the Air Force and was given the
opportunity to study at Columbia
University. The two had met while
attending Long Beach Polytechnic
High School and set off for New York
in the 1950s. There Iris connected and
worked with the League of Women
Voters. “I wanted to be involved in
community things,” she explained. “No
matter how old you are, it adds to your
interest of life.”

However, it was also during this
time that she sat in on nutrition classes at Columbia. Vitamins had been
discovered within her lifetime and the
subject sparked an ambition“These
vitamins had not been known about
very long,” she said. “I decided this is
what I want to do.”
After time on the east coast, then
later in Arizona, Iris and Richard moved
back to Southern California where she
first enrolled in classes at CSU Long
Beach before going to UCLA and
receiving a professional degree in
public health. From there she burst
into her career as a director for the
National WIC Association, a public health
program which aims to supply nutrients and support for women, infants
and children. It was originally started
by the Department of Agriculture to
provide help for communities across
the country. Iris managed and
monitored their regional services for
decades. By the time she retired in the
mid-90s, she also had four children.
With this professional chapter now
behind her, Iris was still determined to
be involved locally. She began leading volunteer tours in Long Beach and
soon found herself recommended for a
certain volunteer position. Long Beach
Heritage needed someone to help
inventory artifacts at the Bembridge
House and Iris was inducted at the
west end of 10th St.
“Things were a mess, the ceiling was black,” Iris described. “I’ve
seen a lot of changes.” Once Long
Beach Heritage acquired the house,
much needed seeing to. Iris led the
task of inventory, documenting every

item on site with a number system and
photographs. These were then added to a computer program. Her other
roles included research on artwork and
furniture restoration. “Now that we’re
all finished, I think that’s the interesting thing,” she said. “We didn’t throw
anything away: all these things from the
past, the old things we had.”
Her appreciation for history and
past service in the field of public
health have tied Iris to causes in her
community. She and Richard continued to travel and the two ventured
abroad many times, cameras in hand,
going and growing together in different
places.

Iris Schutz

STAY CONNECTED

Visit our website and follow us on social media for preservation updates, news, and events.
Lbheritage.org/latest-news/
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage
Instagram.com/lbheritage/
Twitter.com/lb_heritage
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HISTORIC LINCOLN PARK REOPENS
By Louise Ivers

Shuttered and surrounded by
green fences for years, our historic
downtown park has finally reopened
to the public. Lincoln Park includes
not only the 1915 statue of the great
Civil War era president for which it is
named, but also a modern sculpture,
a skate park, dog parks, and other
amenities. Perhaps the most surprising of the new elements is a giant

relief of a Lincoln copper penny that
provides a “photo op” for visitors.
The carved granite statue of
Abraham Lincoln was copied from a
work created in 1884-1887 by Augustus Saint Gaudens (1848-1907), a wellknown American neoclassical sculptor
who studied at the École des BeauxArts in Paris and lived in Rome as well.
The Raymond Stone Company in Los
Angeles cut the base for the statue and

Giant penny at the entrance to Lincoln Park on Ocean Boulevard. Photo by Louise Ivers
1915 statue of Abraham Lincoln modeled after the one sculpted by Augustus Saint Gaudens. Photo by Louise Ivers
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Peter Bisson of the Long Beach Monument Works carved the statue, relying
on photographs and a model made
from Saint Gaudens’ original sculpture in Lincoln Park, Chicago. The
unveiling
of
the
Long
Beach
statue took place on July 3, 1915 to an
enthusiastic crowd.
[The Daily
Telegram, 3 July 1915] Now it stands
in front of the new Billie Jean King
Library in the renovated civic park.

POETRY CORNER
“Let the Darkness Be a Bell Tower”
by Rainer Maria Rilke, 1922
This poem was chosen by Jacqueline Padilla-Perez, who
said “that it speaks to those of us who have been living in
darkness for the last two years. It is time to ring in the light.”
“Quiet friend who has come so far,
feel how your breathing makes more space around you.
Let this darkness be a bell tower
and you the bell. As you ring,
what batters you becomes your strength.
Move back and forth into the change.
What is it like, such intensity of pain?
If the drink is bitter, turn yourself to wine.
In this uncontainable night,
be the mystery at the crossroads of your senses,
the meaning discovered there.
And if the world has ceased to hear you,
say to the silent earth: I flow.
To the rushing water, speak: I am.”
Sonnets to Orpheus II, 29
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THE AWARDS BENEFIT RETURNS THIS SPRING - MAY 19, 2022
(Continued from page 1)

5510 East Lonna Linda. Photo by Maureen Neeley

CALENDAR
Tours are a bit on hold, however if
you are interested in a tour please
call to see if we can accommodate
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019
WALKING TOURS

Every 2 nd Saturday - East Village
9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd
Every 3 rd Saturday - Downtown
9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street
Every 4 th Saturday - Willmore City
9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle
BEMBRIDGE TOURS

Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4 th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

Belmont Shore Mobile Estates

BECOME A MEMBER!

Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic places have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-amember.
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________________________ Zip ____________________
Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m Call me with information on how I can

volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45
 Heritage Friend .........................................$60
 Heritage Household..................................$75
 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

Layout: BeachCityDesign.com

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

P.O. Box 92521, LB, CA 90809
web
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 Heritage Associate .................................$750
 Heritage Sustainer..............................$1,000
 Heritage Benefactor............................$2,000

m I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to:
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809
web

lbheritage.org
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(562) 493-7019
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