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By Chris Hogan

 Long Beach Heritage’s 2022  
Preservation Awards Luncheon, held 
at the Bembridge House on May 19, 
was a wonderful affair!  Although this 
year, the 34th event for honoring people 
and organizations for their efforts on 
behalf of preservation (yes, Heritage 
has been doing this since 1988!), was 
the first-ever luncheon. The gardens of 
the Bembridge House and Peppertree 
Court were a beautiful setting for the 
event. The new daytime format proved 
to be very successful.
 There were so many positive  
comments about the Awards  
Luncheon.  Quite a few guests said how 
surprised and impressed they were 
with what a nice venue Peppertree 
Court is.  People certainly enjoyed the 
togetherness of an outdoor environ-
ment. Another guest praised the food 
with the statement that his vegetar-
ian option, a stuffed bell pepper, was 
the best he’s ever eaten!  Still another 
spoke about the tastiness of every-
thing.  After the event, one person even 
commended Long Beach Heritage for 
all the good that the organization has 
done throughout the city. 
 Kudos to the Preservation Awards 
Jury for the incredible list of awardees:

l Nehyam Neighborhood Association: 
 Merit
l Hotel Metropolitan: Rehabilitation
l Belmont Shores Mobile Estates  
 Clubhouse: Restoration
l 5510 E. Lonna Linda Drive:  
 Restoration
l First Congregational Church:  
 Preservation
l Preservationist of the Year: 
 Dan Pressburg

2022 PRESERVATION AWARDS LUNCHEON

 While Long Beach Heritage  
advocates for the preservation of our 
historic architecture and heritage, it 
takes the hard work of individuals or 
groups such as these awardees to 
maintain such preserved structures.  
All of the honorees were certainly wor-
thy of their acclaim. They were also 
extremely appreciative of this recogni-
tion. In fact, several of the awardees 
commented that they were surprised 
at their own emotional response to 
receiving the honor. Councilmem-
bers Suzie Price and Rex Richard-
son’s Chief of Staff Matt Hamlett were 
present to personally acknowledge 
Dan Pressburg for his Preservationist 
Award. These honorees are impres-
sive stewards of some of Long Beach’s  
historic architecture and are deserving 
of our gratitude.
 Thanks go to the Awards Benefit 
Committee and the other volunteers for 
all of their contributions to the event. 

At the same time as the Long Beach  
Recorder Consort entranced the guests 
with their music, there was a popu-
lar Silent Auction (curated by Mariam  
Ingersoll), like in years past. With  
stunning photos by architectural  
photographer Val Pfeifer, the 
posterboards (designed by Stacey  
Morrison) illustrated the scope of the 
award-winners’ projects. Decorators  
Christian Rosales and Thomas Keene 
made the courtyard tent look festive in-
deed. Kim Campanelli and Jacqueline 
Case also helped with the technologi-
cal set-up and invitation, respectively, 
for the day. Steffie Hands was a perfect  
emcee for the Awards presentation, too.  
Of course, the Preservation Awards 
Luncheon could not have happened at 
all without the hard work and the tireless 
energy of my Co-Chair Cheryl Perry.  
 Thank you all once again! See more 
images on Page 7.

View of Bembridge House driveway with silent auction items. Photo by Louise Ivers
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 The Insurance Exchange Building, 
on the corner of Broadway and the 
Promenade (formerly Locust Avenue) 
is definitely my favorite structure in 
Long Beach. The building has its own 
history, of course, but it amazes me 
how much the Insurance Exchange’s 
story tells us about Long Beach’s past 
and present!
 Long Beach’s status as South-
ern California’s premier beach  
resort, combined with the discovery 
of oil, brought phenomenal wealth and 
growth to Long Beach in the 1920s. In 
fact, there were scores of new struc-
tures, towering edifices and small 
commercial storefronts erected in 
downtown during the decade. Right 
in the middle of those boom years, 
the Middough Building (or Middough 
Brothers Building) was built in 1924-
1925 to house Middough’s Clothing 
Store for Men and Boys. Middough’s 
had outgrown its original space on 
West Broadway, so the owners com-
missioned a new structure. The build-
ing was designed by local architect 
Harvey Lochridge (1879-1970) to be 
multi-use from the beginning: the 
first floor and mezzanine were for the 
clothing store, the next six floors held 
the Small Claims and Superior Courts, 
and the top floor had a gymnasium.  
C. T. McGrew was the contractor 
and the structure was built of steel  
reinforced concrete.
 The structure is exemplary of 
downtown Long Beach’s favorite  
mid-twenties building style - Classi-
cal Revival influenced by the Beaux 
Arts movement, seen in the typical 
three-part organization of the façade. 
The powerful “base” (the first two 
floors) is decorated with polychrome 
terra cotta panels showing sporting  
activities (befitting a boy’s and men’s 
store). The central “shaft”, usual-
ly plain, is decorated with spandrel 
panels of more terra cotta (stylized 
griffins facing torches and dolphins 
or sea serpents facing tridents) il-
lustrating Long Beach’s ties to the 
ocean. (There is even a line of blocks 
with an ocean-wave pattern near the 
foundation along the Broadway side.)  

The decorated “capital” (the top floor) 
has a heavily ornate cornice. The 
themes of those still-beautiful decora-
tive touches - sports and water activi-
ties - remain a big part of Long Beach 
living today.
 The stock market crash of 1929 
(as well as the courtrooms moving to 
a newer, larger building) caused the 
Middough’s Clothing Store to close. 
However, in 1930, the lobby, eleva-
tor and the Broadway entrance were  
remodeled in the next soon-to-be- 
popular architectural style, Art Deco. 
The Long Beach earthquake of 1933 
caused damage to countless structures 
all over the city. Much of the rebuild-
ing displayed Art Deco design. Please 
check out the entrance on Broadway 
(207 E. Broadway) sometime - it is the 
most magnificent Art Deco doorway in 
all of Long Beach!
 The building weathered the  
Depression and was not really affected 
by the earthquake. The former court-
rooms were changed into 80 offices. 
Since so many insurance agents  
located in those new offices  
upstairs, the structure was renamed the  
Insurance Exchange Building in 1931.  
During World War II, the Insurance  
Exchange became a part of the greater 
Long Beach war effort and held a mess 
hall for the Armed Forces.
 After the War, the Insurance  
Exchange Building mirrored the grad-
ual economic decline of downtown. 
From the 1950s to the 1990s, busi-
nesses closed and/or moved. Even 
the nearby shopping center, the Long 
Beach Plaza, which was built to revi-
talize the central commercial district, 
failed. Despite a few redevelopment 
plans over the same years, the building 
itself slowly fell into disarray. Because 
it was not up to modern earthquake 
standards, the city wanted the Insur-
ance Exchange to be demolished. The 
renaissance of downtown began in the 
late 90s - several new apartment com-
plexes and shops, along with multiple 
restaurants, opened. The historic com-
mercial core of Long Beach was start-
ing to thrive again.

MY FAVORITE BUILDING: THE INSURANCE EXCHANGE BUILDING
By Chris Hogan

Insurance Exchange in 1928, courtesy of the Long Beach 
Public Library

Image from the Press-Telegram, April 8, 1925 and it shows 
the executive heads of the Boys’ Shop

Image from Press-Telegram, April 8, 1925 and is a draw-
ing of the recently opened Middough Building (Insurance 
Exchange)
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 Constructed in 1927-1928 at 
130 Linden Avenue, the Campbell 
Apartments was the largest Spanish  
Revival style building in Long Beach 
at the time. Reginald E. Campbell 
(1882-1948), a local contractor, owned 
this ten-story steel framed struc-
ture, which was designed by Parker 
O. Wright (1873-1952) and Francis  
Gentry (1892-1963), whose office was 
located in Long Beach. The exterior of 
the residential skyscraper had elabo-
rate glazed terra cotta motifs around 
the original entrance, which has been 
walled in, and they are repeated atop 
the façade near the roof garden and 
solariums. Ornamental details, influ-
enced by Spanish Plateresque (early 
Renaissance) motifs, included mixti-
linear arches (with curves and steps), 
scrolls, urns, shields, and rosettes. 
The terra cotta pieces were manu-
factured by the Gladding McBean  
Company, founded in 1875 in San 
Francisco. The impressive missing  
entrance doors were cast in bronze 
and had multiple glass panes.
 When the building opened, the 
Press-Telegram described the lobby 
as having an “Aztec atmosphere… 
with its lofty beamed ceiling and pro-
fusion of wrought iron work.”  The ceil-
ing beams were supported by carved 
corbels on both sides and the room 
had a terra cotta floor with tiles laid 
in decorative patterns. A large mirror 
covered one end wall and a fireplace 
flanked by a grandfather’s clock was 
on the opposite side of the lobby. 
The window frames were metal and 
the woodwork was “finished with  
lacquer sprayed on with a gun  
leaving a smooth, satinlike finish.” 
The elevator cab was constructed of 
black walnut and its doors, like those 
of the exterior entrance, were cast in 
bronze.  The imported Italian furniture 
was made from hand-carved walnut. 
“Rich floor coverings, harmonizing 
draperies, inviting davenports, easy 
chairs and occasional pieces contrib-
ute to the comfort of guests.” [Press-
Telegram, 22 July 1928]

CAMPBELL APARTMENTS LOBBY REVEALED
By Louise Ivers

 The present owner of the lobby, 
Nancy Downs, who recently received 
a Long Beach Heritage award for the 
restoration of the nearby Metropolitan 
Hotel, removed some modern build-
ing materials from the room in order to 
rent to a new tenant. She discovered 
the beams and corbels, as well as the 
outline of the mirror frame and the floor 
tiles. She plans to restore the architec-
tural elements of the lobby and recre-
ate the original entrance doors.
 The firm of Wright and Gentry  
operated from about 1912 to 1930, 
when the partnership dissolved.  
Gentry studied at the Los Angeles 
Polytechnic High School and the Ross 
School of Engineering. He moved to 
Long Beach from Los Angeles in 1917 
and served as Mayor of the seaside 
city from 1939-1942. Wright was born 
in Oswego, New York and was the  
US government architect in the  
Panama Canal Zone from 1904-1909. 
According to census records, he lived 
in Pasadena in 1910. Some of Wright 
and Gentry’s other notable buildings 
in Long Beach included the Gothic  
revival Southerland Hotel (later Rob-
inson) at 334 East Ocean Boulevard  
(demolished), the neoclassical Mason-
ic Temple at 839 Locust Avenue with 
a striking Doric colonnade, and the  
Renaissance revival Scottish Rite  
Temple at the corner of Elm Avenue 
and 9th Street. Francis Gentry was an 
active member of the Masons.
 Reginald E. Campbell was born in 
Panerston, Canada and moved to Long 
Beach around 1923 from Salt Lake 
City. Like Gentry, he was a member 
of various Masonic organizations. He 
was a prominent building contractor 
and constructed a number of US Post  
Offices in various parts of the country, the  
Naval Training Station and Navy  
Hospital in San Diego, as well as  
Community Hospital and the Municipal 
Auditorium in Long Beach. He eventual-
ly sold the Campbell Apartments to the  
Lafayette Hotel owners and today these 
two buildings are joined together.

Drawing of the Campbell Apartments in 1927, courtesy of 
the Long Beach Public Library

Lobby undergoing restoration. Photo by Louise Ivers

Image from the Press-Telegram, July 22, 1928 that shows 
the original exterior of the Campbell Building
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 Spring brings spectacular rose 
bloom in the gardens thanks to our 
volunteer gardeners. If you haven’t 
seen the gardens recently, you are 
missing out. Schedule a tour online at 
lbheritage.org/bembridge-house/visit.
 On April 28, volunteers from the 
Bembridge House attended the South-
ern California Rose Society exhibition 
at the Palos Verdes Art Center. It was 
an amazing event with roses from all 
over southern California on display.  
Linda Renner brought blooms from 
our rose garden and cuttings from our 
rose scented geranium which were  
offered free to the attendees. Chef 
Alan Giomi of Willmore Baking  
Company made rose cookies for our 
table. People loved getting a cookie 
and a cutting from the house. Thank 
you to Alan Giomi, Judy Way and  
Linda Renner for helping me at the  
table.  It was a fun day and we hope to 
attend next year.

 As many of you are aware, last 
September one of the neighbors of 
the Bembridge House was killed in a 
horrific act of violence in Drake Park 
and our gardeners wanted to plant 
a special rose in honor of Maricela  
Honorato Calderon. Since red ros-
es were her favorite, they planted a 
Proud Land hybrid rose. It has proudly 
bloomed a deep red in memory of Mrs. 
Calderon. Later this year a plaque will 
be placed in her honor. 
 Event season is back at the  
Bembridge house! We had two  
weddings in May and have several 
more scheduled through the summer 
and into the fall. These events gen-
erate a steady income for the house 
and allow us to make needed repairs,  
including fixing the iron gate in the 
driveway, rebuilding the shed doors 
and rescreening the parlor door. This 
summer we plan to install fans in the 
carriage house.

THE BEMBRIDGE REPORT - SPRINGTIME AT THE BEMBRIDGE HOUSE
By Sheila Gibbons

Photos above and to the right were taken at the Southern 
California Rose Society exhibition. Photo by Sheila Gibbons

The City of Long Beach is updating its Historic Context Statement and preparing its first-ever statement 
focused on Race and Suburbanization. The draft Historic Context Statement is available for public review from 
May 23 to July 8, 2022 on the city website, https://www.longbeach.gov/lbds/planning/mark-the-map/

 Since the Queen Mary is not open 
to the public at this time, Long Beach 
Heritage decided to have their awards 
event at the Bembridge House. A  
catered luncheon and silent auction 
were held on May 19.  Peppertree Court 
was beautifully decorated with dried 
flowers and baskets. The court was 
covered in a white awning. Although 
it was a typical gray May day in Long 
Beach, the warmth of the crowd more 
than made up for it.
 This summer the Bembridge will 
only be open for tours on Tuesdays, 
while the fourth Saturday tour and 
walking tours of Willmore City will  
return in the fall. Look for updates on 
the lbheritage.org website and on our 
social media at Facebook.com/Long-
BeachHeritage, Instagram.com/lbheritage/
and Twitter.com/lb_heritage.

Chris Hogan, Linda Renner, and Carol Choate planting the 
Proud Land rose. Photo by Sheila Gibbons
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 Some keep the two separate, but 
for others work and home overlap. 
Habits from one place walk in the door 
of the other. For Stan Poe, a proud  
collection of antiques and over 40 
years of devotion to historic preserva-
tion are his two passions.
 He sits in one of many chairs in 
the front living room of his home on 
Naples, notably built in 1924. To his 
left shines an elaborate, spiral-fluted 
lamp. Further left, a glossy-bronze, 
Greek kouros stands with left foot  
forward atop a pearl-keyed piano, only 
one of his instruments.
 Service in the army during the 
1960s led him to Fort Benning, Geor-
gia where he also worked at an antique 
store in the nearby city of Columbus. 
The owner returned home to New York 
and passed the store to Stan. It was a 
fitting circumstance for someone who 
had experience at auctions from his 
teenage years.
 Born in Watsonville, north of Mon-
terey, Stan grew up around the historic 
Los Angeles neighborhood of West 
Adams. There he developed himself as 
a young appraiser, speaking with con-
fidence and describing facts for items 
sold on the lot. It was also the place 
where he began recognizing a chang-
ing, local landscape. “I get flashbacks 
all the time of what was there,” he says, 
remembering the demolition of Bunker 
Hill in nearby Downtown LA. “I’d go to 
school and walk by great houses.” He 
regularly accompanied his stepfather, 
who repaired homes around the city. 
These experiences trained Stan’s eye 
for detail and history. The exposure 
helped him as a graphic artist, making 
architectural renderings for realtors in 
the area. He went on to attend several 
universities, focusing on fine arts and 
the humanities.
 In the army Stan was preparing to 
be a war-zone artist, but a parachute 
landing changed his course with a 
broken ankle. The accident led to him 
skipping out on Vietnam and, instead, 
brought him to Georgia. Between the 
army and antiques, Stan also worked 

as a public school teacher. His child-
hood in a diversifying California and 
the army’s training helped him walk 
the lines of segregated classrooms in 
the South, where he furthered his skills 
with people and information.
 After the army, Stan returned to 
Southern California. His grandmother 
had coincidentally been married in 
Seal Beach when Naples was under 
development by Henry Huntington in 
the early 1900s. The familiar area and 
its history drew Stan back and became 
the stepping stone for his course into 
historic preservation. “I had my five 
years in Naples, then I went to Will-
more and I got really into preserva-
tion,” he recounts. The time he speaks 
of coincided with the city of Long 
Beach’s plan to demolish areas around 
Willmore City, including the Bembridge 
House. Stan’s initiative, along with 
those of other local activists, stopped 
the city from seizing the neighborhood, 
establishing the first historic district in 
Long Beach. “Most people don’t want 
to be the leader,” he implies. “Am I a 
listener? Not really.”
 Stan’s mark on city history became 
official in 1976, when he was a founder 
of the Willmore City Heritage Associa-
tion. He continued his commitments 
on the new city-sponsored Cultural  
Heritage Commission, which was 
formed to protect and to designate 
more landmarks and historic areas 
across the city. To this day, he inspires 
citizens and locals to stand behind the 
causes of history and culture through 
preservation. “If you want things to 
change, you have to do it,” he says, 
citing his own beginnings. “Our little 
group happened to be influential out-
siders.”
 Since those first years of preser-
vation, Stan has served three times 
as president for Long Beach Heri-
tage and received numerous awards,  
commendations and recognitions from 
city, county, state and school dis-
trict officials. He worked as a public  
education teacher for 37 years and has 
published two books on the history 

of Naples. His wife Maureen has also 
published articles on Naples and its 
local history. She has been instrumen-
tal in the Naples Seawall Committee,  
serving 18 years as chairwoman 
and spearheading efforts toward the  
restoration and future of Naples, where 
she and Stan still reside today.
 Sitting in the lamp light, surround-
ed by antiques, Stan flips through 
his book as if it were just a physical  
extension of his critical, devoted 
memory. His armchair reflections and  
remembrances are enough to prove 
his place in Long Beach lore any day. 
“I think the past is prelude,” he states. 
“Of course, it helps build community.”
 From a career marked by leader-
ship, service to public education and 
awareness for the local environment, 
he bestows the wisdom of activity.  
According to Stan, the basis for com-
munity success begins with people  
simply being informed and doing 
things. “If you don’t have the kids  
involved, the groups collapse,” he 
says. “That’s what it’s all about,  
educating the next group so that you 
value what’s happened before.”

STAN POE
By James Tweet

Stan Poe
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Above Photo: Suzie Price, Franklin Sims, Deb Mozer, and Joshua 
Rodriguez at the Long Beach Heritage Mayoral Candidates Forum

Left Photo: Lobby of the Scottish Rite Temple designed by Wright and 
Gentry. Photos by Louise Ivers

 On May 19 Long Beach Heritage and the Historic District Leaders of Long Beach held a forum for candidates who are 
running for the position of mayor of our city. This event took place at the beautifully preserved Scottish Rite Temple on Elm 
Avenue, which was constructed in 1926-27. This neoclassical building was designed by architects Parker O. Wright and 
Francis Gentry of Long Beach.  
 Four mayoral candidates, Suzie Price, Deb Mozer, Franklin Sims, and Joshua Rodriguez, answered questions 
specific to historic preservation in this city. Over 130 people attended the event. Historic District leaders Maureen  
Neeley, Jeff Mallin, Tim Schugt, and Isaac Salgado were tasked with asking the questions and the candidates generally 
responded in favor of expanding the Mills Act, funding the position of Long Beach Historic Preservation Officer, and vetting 
future members of the Cultural Heritage Commission according to their expertise. Thank you to Michelle Arend-Eckhoff for 
her hard work in organizing this event.

A WELL-ATTENDED MAYORAL CANDIDATES FORUM
By Louise Ivers
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#1 -  Greg Gill accepting the award for Belmont Shore  
 Mobile Estates
#2 -  Jeff Rowe accepting the award for the Nehyam  
 Neighborhood
#3 -  Nancy Downs receiving the award for the  
 Metropolitan Hotel
#4 - John Fidler receiving the award for the First  
 Congregational Church
#5 - Dan Pressburg is the Preservationist of the  
 Year for 2022
#6 - Torrey Carrick and Jeff Anderson accepting the  
 award for 5510 East Lonna Linda Drive

2022 PRESERVATION AWARDS LUNCHEON
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CALENDAR  
Tours are a bit on hold, however if 
you are interested in a tour please 
call to see if we can accommodate  
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
 9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
 9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street

Every 4th Saturday - Willmore City  
 9:30 a.m. @953 Park Circle

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.
Every 4th Saturday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization 
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy 
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic plac-
es have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about 
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-
member. 

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m  Call me with information on how I can  
 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45

 Heritage Friend .........................................$60

 Heritage Household ..................................$75

 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

 Heritage Associate .................................$750

 Heritage Sustainer ..............................$1,000

 Heritage Benefactor ............................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to: 
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809 
web lbheritage.org  
phone (562) 493-7019  
email preservation@lbheritage.org  
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage


