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 The magic of the season lives on 
once again at the Bembridge House! 
Heritage Holidays returns with all its 
traditional beauty and splendor. The 
holiday spirit of Christmas, Hanukah 
and Kwanzaa will be celebrated in 
decorations and displays inside and 
outside the House. The theme for 2022 
is “Woodlands Wildlife during Wintry 
Holidays.” Reindeer will only be some 
of the animals that leave the forest for 
the Bembridge House in December!
 Everyone is invited to attend the 
Bembridge House tours and enjoy the 
yummy cookies. However, the Friday 
night tour is for adults only, because  

HERITAGE HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION AT THE  
BEMBRIDGE HOUSE  

“holiday wassail” is served, along with 
light refreshments.
 Space is limited, so reservations 
are required. Heritage Holidays is open 
to members and non-members. For 
all the Daytime Tours (Saturday, Sun-
day and Tuesdays), tickets cost $15  
(children when accompanied by an 
adult are free). The ticket cost for 
the Nighttime adults-only Tour is 
$20. You can make reservations at 
www.lbheritage.org. 
 Visitors are always amazed by the 
creativity and talent of the decorator 
teams and individuals. So you will want 
to experience Heritage Holidays at the 
Bembridge House this year!

View of Bembridge House driveway with silent auction items. Photo by Louise Ivers

 Long Beach Heritage will 
have a special Heritage Holidays  
Weekend from December 2 – 4. 
This will include a Nighttime Tour 
of the decorated Bembridge House 
for adults only on Friday, Decem-
ber 2 between 6:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
Children cannot attend this event 
because we will be serving wine. 
There will also be two Daytime 
Tours on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 3 and 4 from 1:00 - 3:30 
p.m. which will be family friendly.
 Additionally, we will hold two  
Tuesday Tours on December 6 
and 13 from 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATES!
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 The Long Beach Heritage Annual 
Meeting was held on July 31. Under 
the canopy in Pepper Tree Court at 
the Bembridge House was the ideal  
setting. With over 30 attendees  
(Heritage members and guests), the 
meeting was certainly well-received.
 The first part of the meeting  
consisted of the election of Officers. 
The 2022 - 2023 newly-elected Board 
Members are:
• President - Chris Hogan
• President Emeritus - Stan Poe
• Secretary - Steve Gillis-Moore
• Treasurer - Bette McKinney
• VP Bembridge House 

 Sheila Gibbons
• VP Education - Joe Mello
• VP Membership - Kim Campanelli
• VP Advocacy - Louise Ivers
• VP Funding Activities 

 Jacqueline Padilla-Perez
• VP Public Awareness - vacant
• Member-at-Large - Rick Seeley
• Member-at-Large, Outreach 

 Jacqueline Case
• Member-at-Large - Cheryl Perry

 Thanks to the Board Development 
Committee (Cheryl Perry, Jacqueline 
Padilla-Perez, Sheila Gibbons, Linda 
Renner, Allen Giomi and Joe Mello) 
who helped select such a capable slate 
of candidates.
 After that, the Long Beach  
Legacy Business (LBLB - great initials!)  
committee (part of Advocacy) present-
ed this new Long Beach Heritage pro-
gram to the audience - its history and 
implementation, as well as its benefits 
to local businesses. Of the initial ten 
Legacy Businesses inducted into the 
program, business owners from two of 
them were present. Vincent Passanisi 
from Santa Fe Importers and Priscilla 
Tolentino from Gemmae Bake Shop 
were honored with plaques to install 
in their stores. Kudos to Joe Mello,  
Manny Valenzuela, Lee Fukui, and 
Mauna Eichner for the very informative 
presentation and for their hard work 
these last four years in creating such 
a beneficial program. LBLB will con-
tinue to expand and add to its list of  
businesses.

WELL-ATTENDED ANNUAL MEETING
By Chris Hogan

Images: Top: Mauna Eichner and Vincent Passanisi
Bottom: Priscilla Tolentino and Mauna Eichner 
Left: Manny Valenzuela, Joe Mello, Mauna Eichner,  
    and Lee Fukui

 At the end of the meeting, I led 
many of the attendees through an  
impromptu tour of the Bembridge 
House. I always enjoy showing and tell-
ing stories about the home to visitors!
 I must say a big “Thank You!” to 
Cheryl and Anthony for helping with the 
Annual Meeting set-up, to Sheila and 
Allen for doing the refreshments, and 
to all the attendees.

To learn more about the Long 
Beach Legacy Business or to 
apply visit www.lbheritage.org/
legacybusiness.
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 I had the opportunity to meet with 
the Hood Historian to talk to him about 
his unique view about historic build-
ings and places in Long Beach and 
what inspired him to become the Hood 
Historian.

 Q. How did you come to be  
interested in History and becoming the 
Hood Historian?
 A: I attended Burnett (now  
Bobbie Smith) Elementary and read 
books about the history of Long Beach. 
Huell Howser was a huge influence 
on my interest in California history 
and since watching him I have always 
been interested in all types of historic 
buildings. I am really fascinated by the 
mix of commercial buildings with resi-
dential buildings and apartment infill  
projects built next to old houses and 
the visual interest it creates in the city. 
 I established a YouTube  
channel to share my interest in  
history and things about Long Beach. 
I remember it was in 2010 because it 
was around the time that Nate Dogg 
passed away. Instagram started to  

INTERVIEW WITH THE HOOD HISTORIAN
By Jacqueline Padilla-Perez

become popular, so I set up my Hood-
Historian IG account in 2013. I posted 
on the “Born and Raised in LB” Face-
book page and got a following doing 
that. A lot of people commented about 
the buildings and places I posted about 
because it made them feel nostalgic. I 
eventually got tired of Facebook and 
then started using IG regularly in 2016 
and I’ve officially been the Hood Histo-
rian since then. I especially like to post 
about oddball stuff I find interesting!

 Q. What neighborhood are you 
from and what is your favorite histori-
cal building in your neighborhood?
 A. I’m from central Long Beach, or 
as some people call it, the Eastside. I 
grew up at Hill and Myrtle which was 
then known as Parmley tract. In my  
research I learned that the Parmley 
family developed the area at Atlantic 
and Hill up to MLK but eventually the 
Parmleys left Long Beach and founded 
Hollywood, Florida which they named 
after Hollywood, California. I lived 
there until I graduated from Poly High 
in 2000 and I still live not too far from 
where I grew up. My favorite historic 
building happens to be a house in 
Wrigley, 90806. For as long as I can  
remember the paint scheme of the 
house at 2831 Maine Avenue has me 
in love with it. It has a 1960s Palm 
Springs vibe to it. 

 Q. If you could go back in time and 
save one old building from demolition, 
what would it be and why?
 A.  I’d go back and save the old 
City Hall.  The building was built a 
few years before I was born in 1982. 
I remember going to City Hall with my 
mom when I was child.  I miss seeing 

2831 Maine

it, it really stood out. The civic center 
as a whole was maybe a bit too much, 
lol, but the city hall was a formative  
structure for sure!
 
 Q. Why do you feel it is important 
for people to learn about the history of 
their community?
 A. It puts things into perspective 
for today. To understand today and 
where you are, it’s important to look 
back. For instance, if it weren’t for 
segregation and red lining, I wouldn’t 
have lived in the neighborhood I grew 
up in, but I love it so much that I’m still 
here. I feel loyalty to my community; it 
feels safe, and I know it so well. I live 
in a 1931 Spanish Style fourplex. It has 
hardwood floors and I love the charm 
of the historic details and my neighbor-
hood. The infrastructure is the same as 
some of the old neighborhoods and the 
houses are just as nice, it’s just that the 
redlined neighborhoods are less cared 
for. 
 
 Q. What would be your advice to 
people who would like to get involved 
in saving historic resources? 
 A. My advice would be to join pres-
ervation groups like Long Beach Heri-
tage! Do some research, be involved 
politically to be in the know. It’s impor-
tant to make noise, go to the meetings 
and be heard. If you can’t do that, then 
find another way to educate others.  
I drive a bus for the school district 
and keep an eye out for interesting 
places in the community. I then spend 
a few hours looking up information 
on those places using newspaperar-
chives.com, City of LB public records, 
USC library, other university archives 
and Calisphere photo archive to find 
additional information about those 
buildings or other historical subjects 
I’m interested in. It’s something I am  
passionate about and enjoy and will  
continue to share that with the Long Beach  
community for as long as I am able to.
 If you want to learn more about 
Long Beach history from the Hood  
Historian, follow him on Instagram  
@HoodHistorian562.

Hood Historian
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 Just north of the Municipal and 
Sunnyside Cemeteries, Willow Springs 
Park is a perfect place for a short 
hike that will allow you to view a 
great deal of Long Beach history. The  
major themes are water and oil, both 
extremely important to the growth 
of the city. The land was situated on  
Rancho Los Cerritos, which was 
owned by Jotham Bixby in the nine-
teenth century. In 1880 Bixby agreed 
to a plan marketed by William  
Willmore for the American Colony, 
where farm lots of five, ten, twenty, 
and forty acres were sold to prospec-
tive owners. Bixby drilled three arte-
sian wells on the area now encom-
passed by Willow Springs Park, so 
the settlers would have water for their 
crops, in 1881. Willmore construct-
ed a reservoir and a system of pipes 
to transport water from the wells at  
Willow Springs to the new residents 
at the townsite south of the wells that 
was platted in 1882. 
 Unfortunately, Willmore’s admira-
ble plan was not profitable and in 1884 
he returned the unsold land to the 
owners of Rancho Los Cerritos. Soon 
the newly incorporated Long Beach 
Land and Water Company bought the 
land and in 1887 the remaining acre-
age was purchased by the Long Beach 
Development Company. The residents 
voted to incorporate the city early in 
1888. Farm Lot 59 was never sold to 
a private individual and the Develop-
ment Company built a new reservoir 
there in 1889. In 1901 the Seaside 
Water Company, headed by Charles R. 

Drake, consolidated the holdings of the 
Long Beach Development Company, 
the Bouton Water Company, and the 
Banning Company and soon built the 
popular salt water Plunge on the ocean 
front. Long Beach citizens voted to buy 
both the Seaside Water Company and 
another local concern to form a munici-
pal water department in 1911.
In 1891 the Los Angeles Terminal  
Railroad constructed tracks from Ter-
minal Island, along Ocean Boulevard, 
and northward along the California 
Street border of Willow Springs Park. 
This company was taken over by the 
San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake 
Railroad in 1900. In 1906 the Southern 
Pacific Railroad, whose tracks also ran 
through downtown Long Beach, built 
a new depot on Broadway between  
Cedar and Pacific Avenues. This struc-
ture was moved to San Francisco  
Avenue after 1924, when the city of 
Long Beach purchased it, and soon 
repurposed it as the Chemical and 
Materials Testing Laboratory. In 1930 
the city bought a testing machine from 
Riele Brothers and installed it in the 
building.
 Mayor William T. Lisenby proposed 
a plan for a 120 acre park that includ-
ed Willow Springs in 1920. The Daily 
Telegram stated that it would include 
“a large municipal swimming pool,  
scenic sunken gardens, picnic grounds, 
a huge Greek theatre and a municipal 
golf course….”[June 30, 1920] The 
next year the city hired Charles and 
Helen Deusner to create a beautiful 
drawing of the grounds. However, this 

A LONG BEACH SURPRISE: WILLOW SPRINGS PARK
By Louise Ivers

Images: 1921 plan for the Grand Park that never came to  
fruition,  Former water catch basin, Larry Rich leading a LBH 
members on a special tour of Willow Springs Park, standing 
in front of the Riehle Testing Machine, and Palm tree atop 
former Jergins Trust oil well

plan was soon abandoned because 
oil was discovered in Signal Hill in 
1921. The City of Long Beach selected  
Andrew T. Jergins to drill oil wells, which  
became very profitable, in 1922 at  
Willow Springs. Natural gas is a  
by-product of petroleum drilling and 
the city soon permitted the Lomita Gas 
Company to build a processing plant 
near Farm Lot 59. Long Beach bought 
various private gas companies’ equip-
ment in 1924, when it formed a munici-
pal Gas Department. Lomita Gas Com-
pany constructed a new building, now 
demolished, designed by W. Horace 
Austin, the “dean of Long Beach archi-
tects,” on the Orange Avenue side of 
Willow Springs Park in 1938. 
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 Spring and summer have 
made for exciting times here at the  
Bembridge House, both inside and out. 
The weather is warm, and our garden is 
in full bloom, showing off its wonderful 
flowers to the guests who visit. 
 Inside the house, we have made 
an effort to utilize more of Dorothy’s 
artifacts throughout. In the dining and 
breakfast rooms, you will find tables 
set with her silverware and dishes, and 
upstairs you will find Mrs. Rankin’s 
room set for a light breakfast in bed.  
If you haven’t booked your tour  
already, now is the time to do it. Many 
of these items will be packed away in 
the near future to make room for our 
holiday events. 
 We are also working to restore 
the butler’s pantry to its original  
intended use, and we are planning a 
major clean-up of the upstairs car-
riage house as soon as temperatures 
permit. Of course, we will need helping 
hands to do it. We are always looking 
for more volunteers, so if this sounds 
of interest to you, email me at sheila.
thebembridgehouse@gmail.com.
 Since Mother’s day, California 
Eventions Group (CEG) has hosted five 
private events. In collaboration with 
CEG, we hosted a baby shower tea for 
Councilperson Cindy Allen’s chief of 
staff, who was expecting her first baby. 
Taking place on Peppertree Court with 
wonderful food provided by Chef Alan 
Giomi of Willmore Baking Company, it 
was certainly a day to remember for 
the expecting mother. Many thanks to 
Long Beach Heritage members Cheryl 
Perry, Chris Hogan, and Sherron Leno 
for being such hardworking volun-
teers! Teas are always a favorite at the  
Bembridge house, and we are look-
ing forward to hopefully bringing them 
back after the holiday event. 
 In celebration of National Night 
Out, we collaborated with Willmore 
City Heritage Association (WCHA) to 
host an ice cream social in our drive-
way. We had over 65 families from the 
neighborhood stop by, many of whom, 
despite living in the area for so long, 

have never seen the Bembridge House 
gardens. Several members of the Long 
Beach Police Department also made 
an appearance, including the new 
South Division Commander Stephanie 
Hall, who reaffirmed the LBPD’s com-
mitment to providing support for the 
Bembridge house. All in all, it was a 
great event, and we hope to join WCHA 
in hosting other community outreach 
events in the future.
 However, that wasn’t the last of the 
Bembridge House “firsts” this summer. 
This year, in the spirit of diversity, we 
collaborated with CEG to host the very 
first Bembridge House Pride Event. 
Our Peppertree Court was dressed 
to the nines in rainbow colors, with  
entertainment provided by drag 
queens Mia A. Farrow, Aqua Sahshey,  
Aaliyah Couture, and RuPaul Drag 
Race’s Mariah Balenciaga. These four 
amazing individuals danced and sang 
their way into Bembridge history with 
style, grace, and, most importantly,  
respect for the property. Seeing how 
successful this event was at pulling 
in new young people to the house, 
the queens are currently working with 
Long Beach President Chris Hogan to  
arrange drag queen-led tours during 
this year’s holiday events.
 It is an absolute pleasure to watch 
things change and grow at the house, 
and we are all looking forward to a 
beautiful holiday season.

BEMBRIDGE HOUSE NOTES  
By Sheila Gibbons

Images: Volunteers at Bembridge House, Cookies made by 
Chef Alan for the Pride event, Drag queens at the Bembridge 
House, Visitors at the Pride event



6 email preservation@lbheritage.org     web lbheritage.org     

 Just beyond the porch in Peter 
Devereaux’s backyard in Belmont 
Heights, a tall native sycamore tree 
rises high above the neighborhood. 
His mother planted it when their  
family moved from Northern Kentucky 
into this same house when he was 
in seventh grade. Peter has slightly  
renovated it since then–after all, he 
is a general contractor–but the tree 
stands as a testament to his begin-
nings in the city where he’s become 
an essential figure for historic preser-
vation and Long Beach Heritage.
 He attended St. Anthony High 
School and then spent a year at Notre 
Dame before going abroad to Vien-
na. Peter studied theology there and  
aspired to enter the seminary. While in 
Austria, the historic structures stimu-
lated a new awareness in him. “I hung 
around a lot of architecture students,” 
remembered Peter. “I had this limited 
design interest.”
 He returned home after a year in 
Vienna and continued his studies in 
theology at a junior seminary in Los 
Angeles. However, the differences 
from what he experienced in Europe 
disillusioned his path. For the next sev-
eral years, Peter intermittently worked 
for his father in sales to support  
visits to Vienna with fellow students 
and intellectual mentors. During this 
same time, he fostered a growing pas-
sion for design. He even traveled to 
Paris to submit a redesigned feature 
for a model of the French car, Citroën. 
Back stateside, this passion also  
extended to local architecture. “I de-
signed two places in Belmont Heights 
for sale–that would have been the early 
‘70s,” he said. “About the same time, I 
was getting into historic preservation.”
 In 1972, California enacted the 
Mills Act, a program incentivizing 
the restoration and preservation of 
historic buildings in return for lower 
property tax. During that same year, 
the state established the California 
Coastal Commission. “There were a 
couple of things that helped give us  
inroads, like the Coastal Commission,” 
Peter affirmed. “That gave people 
in neighborhoods a lot of leverage.” 

PETER DEVEREAUX
By James Tweet

The Coastal Commission provided  
local oversight for land within 3000 feet 
of the coast, giving property owners  
recourse against new development. 
 “It was the city that did not like their 
old parts,” Peter said.  “There were a 
lot of things worth saving; there was 
a general movement.” As legislation  
progressed in favor of homeowners, 
so did urban redevelopment at the  
municipal level. Long Beach sought 
modernization and had no intention 
of preserving historic architecture 
or quality of past construction. This 
same administration aimed to raze the  
Bembridge House and the westside 
neighborhood of Willmore, the original 
settlement in Long Beach, prompting 
Stan Poe and others to found Willmore 
City Heritage, the first historic district, 
in 1978.
 Peter became a general contrac-
tor in 1980 and began work on houses 
from Willmore City to Seal Beach. He 
attended meetings held at Stan’s house 
where he noticed an increasing energy 
in this local community movement.  
“I became a contractor and I to ok on 
other jobs,” he said. “A lot of it centered 
around restoration.” His connections 
and involvement in preservation soon 
earned him a reputation as a special-
ist in historic home renovation. Mean-
while, as the sphere of activists contin-
ued to grow, Peter teamed up with trial 
attorney Doug Otto. “We had a number 
of groups forming,” Peter recounted. 
“Doug Otto, an attorney, wanted to do 
this citywide organization; and I felt the 
same way. We should expand doing 
house tours in likely neighborhoods.”
 Together with Otto and other pres-
ervationists, including Karen Clements 
from the Junior League of Long Beach, 
Peter helped form the Foundation for 
Architectural and Cultural Heritage 
on August 5, 1980. The new founda-
tion fought to establish more historic 
districts and inform the public of its 
cause. Peter and Doug rallied behind 
Ernie Kell’s mayoral candidacy in  
exchange for his support of the  
Department of Historic Preserva-
tion. Kell was elected in 1984 and, on 
March 7, 1985, the foundation changed 

its name to the current Long Beach  
Heritage.
 Soon after, in 1987, the Long 
Beach City Charter was amended to 
elect representatives to the city council 
per designated districts. Historic pres-
ervationists had gained ground at the 
municipal level. In tandem, the local 
Cultural Heritage Committee became 
an official city commission.
 “Officials oversaw neighborhoods 
and districts,” Peter explained. “Your 
neighbors could elect the represen-
tative they wanted.” It was a signifi-
cant time in the city’s history. Over a  
dozen historic districts have since been  
established, and Peter was at the  
forefront of it all. 
 Underneath his mother’s syca-
more, Peter’s Southern roots shine 
through an unceasing hospitality. Stoic 
blue eyes are complemented by a warm 
smile, just as his Long Beach residence 
is full of treasures like Gustav Klimt  
imprinted ceramics in honor of his  
Viennese memories. Peter remains 
a member of Long Beach Heritage 
and still visits the Bembridge House. 
He is a board member of the Long 
Beach Navy Memorial Heritage Asso-
ciation, also known as the Navy Trust, 
which has helped to fund preservation  
projects around the city since a  
successful lawsuit against the Port 
of Long Beach for the removal of the  
historically significant Roosevelt Base 
on Terminal Island in the late ‘90s. 

Peter Devereaux
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CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT?
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

m

It’s time to renew your annual membership to Long Beach Heritage. 
If you are not a current member, please consider being part of our 
mission. 

Your membership helps us continue to advocate for the preservation 
of older buildings in Long Beach and to educate the public about the 
importance of the rich history of our city. Long Beach Heritage is a 
non-profit group, founded in 1980, that promotes the significance of 
the cultural heritage of Long Beach. We understand that the last couple 
of years have been difficult for everyone, but our historic neighbor-
hoods are constantly being challenged by new developments. We need 
to encourage city and state governments to adopt preservation policies 
for our architectural and cultural heritage that should be preserved for 
future generations to enjoy. Only with your support can we continue to 
collaborate, educate, and advocate for our architectural legacy. 

Membership information can be found at https://www.lbheritage.org/ 
get-involved/become-a-member/



Newsletter Editor: Louise Ivers
Layout: BeachCityDesign.com
P.O. Box 92521, LB, CA 90809
web lbheritage.org
phone (562) 493-7019  
email preservation@lbheritage.org  

CALENDAR  
Tours are a bit on hold, however if 
you are interested in a tour please 
call to see if we can accommodate  
a small group. PH (562) 493-7019

WALKING TOURS 
Every 2nd Saturday - East Village 
 9:30 a.m. @Linden Ave & Ocean Blvd

Every 3rd Saturday - Downtown  
 9:30 a.m. @205 East 3rd Street 

BEMBRIDGE TOURS 
Every Tuesday at 1:30 & 2:30 p.m.

BECOME A MEMBER! Long Beach Heritage, a nonprofit organization 
supported by members and volunteers, is the preeminent resource for advocacy 
and education about the integral role architectural heritage and historic plac-
es have in the city’s unique character and its future development. Read about 
membership levels and benefits at www.lbheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-
member. 

Name __  __________  _______________________________________________________________________

Address _  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City __  ____________________________________________________________  Zip ____________________

Telephone___________________________Email________________________________________________

m  Call me with information on how I can  
 volunteer with the Long Beach Heritage

 Heritage Student/Senior .........................$45

 Heritage Friend .........................................$60

 Heritage Household ..................................$75

 Heritage Preservationist ........................$100

 Heritage Contributor ..............................$250

 Heritage Patron ......................................$500

 Heritage Associate .................................$750

 Heritage Sustainer ..............................$1,000

 Heritage Benefactor ............................$2,000

m  I’m a new member!

Make check payable to & send to: 
Long Beach Heritage, PO Box 92521
Long Beach, CA 90809 
web lbheritage.org  
phone (562) 493-7019  
email preservation@lbheritage.org  
Facebook.com/LongBeachHeritage


